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LETTERS 


5S0-HARD to Talc* 

Thank you for OulWeek 
New York ha* boon long 
overdue for an intelligent 
periodical devoted to the 
lesbian and gay community 

One thing that has con¬ 
sistently disturbed me. how¬ 
ever, is the oppeorance of 
the 550-HARD ads at the 
end of eoch issue I've seen 
so far. I can't help but read 
the image as a faceless, 
heodess gay person cuffed, 
barofoot and helplessly 
awaiting torture (symbolc or 
otherwise) My presumpWsn 
of what this image conno¬ 
tates negates the vnpoct of 
much of the content which 
precedes in the body of the 
magazine. These articles 


and other contributions on 
the whole aspire to libera¬ 
tion and revelation, in con¬ 
trast to the humiliation 
implied by the ad in ques¬ 
tion. I can certainly under¬ 
stand the necessity of raising 
money for the publication 
through advertising, and 
that one can t always afford 
to be idealistic about the 
source of such income. 
However. I question whether 
the choice of running this ad 
is a productrve compromise 
In raising simlar questions in 
a panel presentation at last 
September's NY lesbian and 
Gay Experimental Film Festi¬ 
val (Anthology Fim Archives) 
on Complacency and 
Activism in the Media. I felt 



that gays, particularly mate 
whiles (which I am not) must 
begin to question these 
implications more seriously 
Weil you may say that that 
sexual practice is the indvid- 
ual freedom of one's private 
domain Not so. I reply, 
when manifest through 
advertisement (being the 
most effective means of per- 


that much of the audi¬ 
ence response was that 
of evasive consterna¬ 
tion. I will be presenting 
a film in February (also 
at Anthology) which I 
hopo will further devel¬ 
op the discourse in 
examining the implica¬ 
tions of the prevalent 
S&M sensibility in gay 
ciiture. I hope others in 
the gay community will 
begin, continue or 
resume the assessment 
of the issues which this 
condition brings up. and 
how it relates to our position 
in a society which seems 
more and more to teeter on 
the brink of fascism Sadism 
Is the traditional expression 
of foscistic exercise: 
Masochism is the mirror 
opposite through which 
sadism moro easily perpetu¬ 
ates. It is my strong feeling 
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suasion, potentially) and 
especialfy within the context 
of a news mogaane Then it 
becomes a public Issue 
which warrants discussion 

After the panel I was 
told that I have the con¬ 
sciousness of a 70s feminist 
I'm not sure why. but the 
idea appoais to mo 

Jocit Waters 

Manhattan 

Premature Adulation 

Cliff O’Neill's report 
(’Surgeon Specific,' Nov 20) 
on the appointment of tho 
new Surgeon General Anto¬ 
nia Novello. spatted ques¬ 
tions r the minds of those of 
us who work with CUBE AIDS 
NOW In Florida We feel that 
George Bush's selection 
bears dose scrutny The foct 
that certain AIDS lobbyists 
credit the new appointment 
with a dean account before 
she gets started s reason to 
be doubty suspraous of her 

An ACS lobbyist for the 
American Psychological 
Association assures us sho's 
shown 'an extraordinary 
level of sensitivity* from 
which we can tcfco "a great 
deal of comfort * Con wo 
take this extreme compli¬ 
ment seriously? Hardly. Often 
a lobbyist must find room on 
tho ground floor when a 
Power Hat ho lobbies takes 
office. Otherwise his lobby¬ 
ing falls on deaf eors He 
works within a system which 
requires of him that he kiss 
posteriors-even when those 
some buttocks have messed 
m Ihelr pants 

To respond to Bush's 
appointment by Insisting on 
its excellence is, diplomati¬ 
cally speaking, premature 
Before rushing to embrace 
Ms Novei'o, It may be wise 
to reflect that her opposition 
to abortion probably stems 
from o Roman Catholic 
upbringing, and that her 
opprooch to sexuosty and its 
social ramifications is. there¬ 
fore. colored by medieval 
religious beliefs Our organi¬ 
zation has sent her a letter 


requesting her response to 
statements n Rome by John 
Cordlnal O'Connor who 
said, 'Sometimes I beliove 
the greatest damoge done 
to persons with AIDS e done 
by the dishonesty of those 
health care professionals 
who refuse to confront the 
moral dimensions of sexual 
aberrations or drug obuso 
Good morality is good 
modem * 

While Ms Novello may 
not be dishonest, she may 
very well turn out to be 
schizophrenic if her reli¬ 
gious morality comes into 
conflict with realty as it has 
already done in tho case 
of abortion. 

We alroady know Bush 
prefers making appoint¬ 
ments to high posts of those 
who conform to his narrow 
right-wing-pleasing stances 
We can't gloss ovor the fact 
that opponents of abortion 
are usually the some Ideo¬ 
logues who see AIDS as a fit¬ 
ting condition for moral 
deviates 

The new Surgeon Gen¬ 
eral opposes not only abor¬ 
tion but. by extension, fetal 
research as we*. How can a 
sane Surgeon General 
oppose fetal research, obvi¬ 
ously proven to hold such 
promise in AOS research, as 
in a host of other diseases 
and cancers? 9ie s joined in 
this lunacy by Dr James 
Mason. Assdtont Secretory 
for Heolth. who sees the 
rights of those who have not 
yet been born as more 
important than the rights of 
those who are fu*y a*ve 

As long as the new Sur¬ 
geon General and her 
cohorts stand In the way. 
creating blocks to the con¬ 
tinuance of life for living 
patients, it cannot be said of 
her that she is pro-life in any 
rational sense. In fact, her 
interference with fetal 
research and her acquies¬ 
cence in the stoppage of 
fetal experiments will lead to 
countless deaths. Our new 
Surgeon General must 


renounce this grotesque 
moraksm If she Is to be wor¬ 
thy of even one satisfactory 
mark on her first report card 
As long cs she opposes fetes 
research she stands for 
death, and her grade is F- 
mrnus 

Jock Nichols 

CURE AIDS NOW 

Maml. FL 

ACIU Snafu 

I write to correct a 
statement in the articio In 
lost week's (Dec 3) issue 
concerning the internal tur¬ 
moil of National Gay Rights 
Advocates That article 
describes NGRA and lamb¬ 
da os 'the only national 
legal organizations which 
regularly litigate gay and les 
bian ctvil rights cases' That 
statement is Incorrect. It 
orrvts both the Natond Cen- 
tor for losbian Rights, drect- 
ed by Roberta Achtenberg. 
and the ACIU. 

Although organizations 
which litigate only lesbian 
and gay rights cases are o 
natural focus of attention 
within our community. It Is 
also important that wo real¬ 
ize and recognize where a 
huge amount of the work is 
octually being done The 
ACIU. through both tho 
Notional losbian and Gay 
Rights Project in Now York 
ond our affiliates through¬ 
out tho country, now has 
nine attorneys working full¬ 
time on AIDS and gay rights 
issues. This is more attorneys 
thon NGRA (pre-firing) and 
lambda combined Not 
surprisingly, then, many of 
the most significant gay 
rights cases have boon 
handled by ACIU attor¬ 
neys. including Braschi v 
Stahl Assodotes (the gay 
couple as family case 
under New York City rent 
control) and Watkins v, U S 
Army (Ihe only mllltory case 
In which o find federol rul¬ 
ing hos ordered a gay sol¬ 
dier reinstated) indeed, ok 
three of the gay rights 
cases which hove reoched 


the Supreme Court in the 
lost throe years (the Geor¬ 
gia sodomy caso. tho CIA 
gay employoo case and 
the gay Olympics cose) 
have been ACIU cases 
Tho record should be 
mode door because many, 
many lesbian and gay mon 
are supporters of the ACIU 
as wef as of diverse lesbian 
ond gay organizations it is 
important for them to know 
that their membership dol¬ 
lars. as well as their ear¬ 
marked contrtiutions to the 
ACIU lesbian and Gay 
Rights Project, pay the bBs in 
these cases and in foct sup¬ 
port an enormous chunk of 
the lesbian and gay civil 
tights work which goes on in 
this country 


Nan D Hunter 
Direclor 

ACIU lesban and Gay 



Braff New World 

Congratulations to 
GMHC for coming up with 
on executive director, such 
as Jeffrey Braff. that my very 
dear friend Paul Pophom. 
first president and founder of 
GMHC would be very proud 
to have carry on In he trod- 
tion Very best wishes to you. 
Jeffrey Braff 
Mel Cheren 
Manhattan 

Supporting Safer Sex 
last week l attended a 
safer sex seminar/support 
group at the GMHC. At a 
time when AIDS hos affect¬ 
ed us all. In some way. the 
weokly occurrence of such 
meetings Is long overdue I 
do not mean to insinuate 
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that men ond women ore 
unaware of the danger*. On 
the contrary. I beleve most 
ore But learning to incorpo¬ 
rate the pretence of thl* 
danger into our dally lives 
must be a dekberate prac¬ 
tice in order to stop the dev¬ 
astation that this micro¬ 
scopic wus has taken on our 
lives Education is not only 
being awore of how the 
virus a transported, but also 
how to utilde that aware¬ 
ness outside of the bed¬ 
room When the govern¬ 
ment is ofrald to even 
acknowledge the presence 
of AIDS. If is up to the indvld- 
ual to actively support the 


seminor has nothing to offer 
you, why not offer some¬ 
thing of yourself? Or os a 
couple? The gay communi¬ 
ty is still facing seemingly 
Insurmountable barriers 
from oil sides. By actively 
showing support for sex that 
is safer, we can reaffirm 
thot those of us who are 
concerned and aware are 
not a minority within a 
minority. 

W»am C. Newcomb 

Manhattan 

Lisbon Trivtatttttfion? 

Tm incrodtoiy perplexed 
by Jonn Wasser's review of 
Terence McNally's Lisbon 


notion that gay men grow 
bitter and depressed as they 
lose youth? This was the first 
time I ever hissed at a stage 
In the briefest of allu¬ 
sions to Mendy's daughter. 
Stephen tells us that he 
beieves the emptiness of his 
emotional well would be 
filled If only he himself hod 
been a parent The sad 
Mendy is thus rendered 
more valid becouse of his 
procreationol accident 
Stephen really means he 
would imagine himself 
happy If only he had a cap¬ 
tive human attachment-a 
role which he seeks to assign 
his lover, who is undent and- 


bian lives are somehow 
Incomplete continues to 
rahonafee the subtle homo¬ 
phobia of even our 
■friends * Yet that thesis Is 
near the core of this play. 

Hero Is a significant 
prece of cross-over theater 
and It invests cfl Its energes 
in teing its audience a story 
of a depleted life and 
foundering narclsm No 
doubt the world is Med with 
painfully desperate charac¬ 
ters such as Stephen But 
Jonn Wasser ties it to homo¬ 
sexuality b Ihb what a wider 
of gay themes has to pro¬ 
mote m order to be shewn 
at a molnstream theater? 
Must we supply them with 
self-hating stereotypes? 
How sad for ut Yes massa. I 
sho' do know dot I bo lazy, 
but p'haps I con dance o 
few stops to you 
Ron Winchel 
Jonn Wasser Responds 

It Mr Winchel tools 
angered by what he saw 
onstage, ho would be best 
to addess his peeves to the 
author (c/o G*>erf Partner. 
WJSam Mortis Agency. I3S 
Avenue ot Ihe Americas. 
New York. NY 1001911 staid 
by my review 


Corrections 

The bylne for o news 
att»de on gays In Guate¬ 
mala accompanying last 
week's women's health 
column was Inadvertently 
omitted. The article was 
by Rex Wockner 


Out Weak welcomes let¬ 
ters from its readers. 
Please include your name 
and phone number lor veri¬ 
fication. and mail all eona- 
spondance to: 

Letters to the Editor 
OetWetk Magazine 
77 Lexington Avenue 
Now York. NY 10010 


practice of safer sex She or 
he should not view it as an 
alternative to sex but. with 
condoms readily available, 
should celebrate sex as love 
and We affirming 

If you hold the erro¬ 
neous belief that a safer sex 


Jraviato Where does he say 
that it b fled with ugly. otd. 
pernicious stereotypes of 
gay men growing sad ond 
unbeautiful? Did he really 
not see what enroged me? 
Did he not see that thb was 
a story which endorsed the 


ably running scored in the 
second act Bullshit fantasy! 
There ore enough poinfullv 
empty parents out there Ot 
course many lives, gay. les¬ 
bian and straight ore 
enriched by parenting But 
the Idea that gay ond les¬ 


OfEi. 


iy A»0*t4 0AUUC 



L '" t />**r 

4< ,„ „ r#<4# . 


8 OUTTWEEK December 10.1389 






XEROXED 


The tool Deal 

To tho Etftor 
Tho New fork Times 

The majority of the 
peoplo (and not a tingle 
patient!) that Gina Kolata 
interviewed for her article of 
November 21. 1989. (‘Inno¬ 
vative AIDS Drug P»an May 
be Undermining letting.*) 
told her that her theta was 
batelott. (Since when did 
the Times begin reterving 
front page tpace for what 
"may be?*) AJf the activists, 
officloit from tho National 
institutes of Health and rep¬ 
resentatives from Brlstol- 
Myert. sponsor of the drug in 
question, were unanimous 
thore's no evidence that 
expanded occoss a slowing 
trial enrollment. But that 
didn't stop the article, or 
change its heodine 

If Koloto. rather thon 
flipping through her roiodex 
till she happened upon the 
names she could attoch to 
the sentiments she'd framod 
alroody. hod spent a little 
time in thinking the thesis 
through crrticaty. she'd per¬ 
haps have asked ihe sclent 
questions. She'd have 
asked, first: how quickly 
havo ACTG (AIDS Ctnical Tri¬ 
als Group) trials historically 
accrued (to provido somo 
bans for comparison), and 
second: how quickly was 
ddl s expanded access pro 
gram expected to enroll 
patients (to see If anything a 
awry). But the answers might 
have deprived her of her 
boffo heodline-tablold in 
wlngtlps—and hence her 
fronfpoge slot. Because the 
answers are that ACTG triats 
have rarely accrued so 
bnskfy as the ddt studies are 
accruing, and ihe demand 
for ddl on the expanded 
occess protocols has in fact 
been less than Bristol-Myers 
expected it to be 


Kolata could have 
done us alt a real service 
had she written an article 
about the real barriers to 
accrual to the ddl trials, 
none of them being tho 
drug's avafablty on a pro¬ 
totypo for paraflei frock. She 
would nave found that sev¬ 
eral of the sites around the 
countiy were late n receiv¬ 
ing approval for tho ddl 
studies from their nstflutiond 
review boards (IRBs) She 
would have found that tho 
pharmacies at many of the 
tnd sites roceived the drug 
late, or received an Incor¬ 
rect constitution of the drug 
She would have learned 
that many trial sites only 
hove enough staff to per¬ 
form tho roquivto baseline 
tests on a few trial partici¬ 


pants a week She would 
hove learned that many 
people who d fat consider 
entering the two tnds that 
measure ddl vs AZT hove 
second thoughls when ihey 
hear tho AZT dose is 1200 
mg a day. a dose which 
medical practice now says 
is far too high. She might 
have learned that people 
on the waiting lets for the 
ddl trials can wait for 
months without heonng 
from their local trial site 
vos-that's right-woiting 
ksfs At every site in NY there 
are long walng Isis for the 
ddl triols Just as there ore 
around the country Mony 
hospitals are no longer 
adding names to the ists To 
read the Kolata article, 
you’d never know there aro 
people trying desperately to 
get into the trials But this, of 
course, would have re¬ 
quired mvostigativo AIDS 
reporting of a sort we've 


long despaired of ever see¬ 
ing In tho Times. 

So why are the trial's 
principal investigalors (PIs)- 
the only people who see o 
probiom-complolnlng 
about accrual when 
they've far from exhausted 
then waiting lists? Because 
It's easier to blame the one 
humanitarian program that 
we've ever been able to 
wring from the research 
establishment (parallel 
track) for the problems 
they've always had In 
accruing patients than it is 
to toke somo responsibility 
for resolving the problems 
The foct that there are wait¬ 
ing lists for the ddl trials is n 
foct a direct result of the 
publicity that we who 
worked for the early avail¬ 
ability of ddl were able to 
generate about the drug. 
And now. through their 
ineptitude at accrual, the 
loeof Pts are about to fritter 



This week's nasty piece of business is Health and Human Services Secretary 
Louis Sullivan. Arch-homophobe Congressman Dannomeyer wrote Sullivan com¬ 
plaining about an HHS report which confirmed that homophobia often drives gay kids 
to suicide. SuNivan replied that the report, although undoubtedly true, didn't roftect 
his or the government's 'pro-family- view and he then proceeded to try to supress it. 
Therefore, we dedicate this ditty to Secretary shitty: 

There once was a nightmare named Louis 
Whoso Party kept trying to screw us 
Our deaths you condone 
You shit-eating drone 
Up yours, Lou. Now go try to sue usl 
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away that humon resource, 
waiting Ists of wiling trial par¬ 
ticipants. thot we activists 
have delivered to them (If 
they do. may they be de- 
funded') 

Of course there are o 
lot moro people taking ddl 
outside the trials than Inside 
the trials: the trials by tho.r 
natuo are very exclusionary 
That's how clinical trials are 
conducted in this country 
Everyone l know who is get¬ 
ting ddl on an expanded 
occess protocol a ineligible 
lot a cfnicd trial. That's how 
the program has been 
designed The Pis fear there 
is moss choating They'ro 
wrong In order to cheat to 
get Into the expanded 
occoss program, a patient 
would have to convince a 
doctor to le about his or her 
condition. Believe me. for 
those who ore ineligible for 
paratlol access but unwilling 
to enrol In a clinical trial. It's 
easier to get ddl on the 
underground than It is to find 
a doctor whol risk mcTproc¬ 
tree and lie 

If Kolato's headline 
were simply an untruth, it 
would be easier to overlook 
Those of us who know it’s 


wrong could simply wait till 
history proves it wrong 8ut 
this headline, because it's a 
prediction, is particularly 
(murderously) dangerous 
Whon the NY Times predicts 
an outcome on Its front 
poge. it becomes o player In 
history, helping to bring 
about the very thing it's pre¬ 
dicting Who in my commu¬ 
nity who roads the Kolata 
article is going to rush to 
enroll In clinical trials that 
they feel their fellow-com¬ 
munity members are avoid¬ 
ing in droves? If accrual now 
does lag. the Times and the 
whining Pis who fuelod this 
baseless story will hove a 
sharo of the blame 0 should 
note here that Dr Fred 
Vdenlne of NYU. though his 
name appears In the story, is 
not one of those Pis he has 
been misrepresented in the 
Kolata article He told me 
privately, and then told an 
audience fun of community 
members last Saturday, that 
it is far too early to soy 
whether ddl's expanded 
availability will interfere with 
accrual aid thot. though It 
might in the future, there are 
std waiting lists to get into tho 
trials. Kolata was told this 


She chose to misleadingly 
trim Dr Valentine's com¬ 
ments for her own ends.) 
The longer the trials take to 
accrue, the longer my com¬ 
munity writ wait for a defini¬ 
tive answer about ddl's 
effectiveness With AIDS, we 
measure delays in lives. The 
Pis who contributed to this 
story sure found one hell of 
a woy to facilitate trial 
occrud 

Talk about 'investigator 
bias* I At least in our dnied 
trials we usuaey 'bind* the 
Pis (os the Jargon has it) to 
guard against bias But what 
can we do to mirkmizo tholr 
bias when it comes to the 
pardW track? It would seem 
that a number of them were 
bind to poralel track before 
it even began How saenttf- 
icl How humane! How sodty 
typied 

JimEigo 

Strange Conclusions 

(offers 

The New York Times 

Of di tho idiotic, haff- 
befced conclusions you have 
come to in you editorials on 
AIDS and of all the incom- 
plete/lnaccurato reporting 
that Bruce Lambert hos 


done on the AIDS crisis, 
never has the Times record¬ 
ed itself in history as being so 
stupid as with your recent 
article ‘Health Board Backs 
Move to Trace AIDS* (15 
Nov. 89) and editorial *Dr 
Josoph and AIDS Testing* 
(15 Nov 89) 

To begn with. Lambert 
should do a Itlte more Inves¬ 
tigating on the subject 
rather than Just regulating 
what comes down in official 
DOH media releases He Just 
might have discovered that 
there was a story hore-iko 
how some members of the 
New York City Board of 
Health ddn't even know this 
plan was going to the state 
until they road about It in 
the T/mesi How did they 
reod 'consensus* if not all 
members even KNEW about 
theoction? 

Secondy. if you edto- 
rid and reporting staff were 
roafy doing the* homework 
kke even mediocre meda 
persons should, you would 
reakze that contact trodng 
programs such as we 
alreody have for gonorrhea 
and syphilis don't roally 
work Just look at the dro- 
matic increase over the last 
decade we hove had (in 
NYC done) m those two sex- 
uolly transmitted diseases 
And this increase has hap¬ 
pened while you great Dr. 
Joseph and his staff have 
been doing contact trac¬ 
ing. These diseases evon 
have complete cures aval- 
able. If contoct fracing is as 
effective as you and he 
would kke us to befceve. why 
haven't they been able to 
keep them under control? 
Contoct trocing moy look 
good on on odmnlstrator's 
paper plan but It doesn't 
work In redlty. 

The third Important 
reason why contact trac¬ 
ing Is o stupid ideo at this 
ttme In this epidemic is that 
It Is not cost effective We 
alreody don't hove 
enough money to pay for 
the prevention, treatment 


Blurt Out 

THE MIND BOGGLES... 

'Who in today's an world doesn't know about homosexual turn-onsr blithers critic Mark 
Stevens In December’s Vanity Pair. 


I'M SO SURE... 

One can only guess what those wacky girts were up to at LA's Second Annual All-Girl AB- 
Night B-Day Peiams Party. The November 27 issue of Peop/e reports that 'ILarsinaJ Newman 
admitted she felt vary vulnerable' since the invites read NO MEN.* Maybe Ms. Bernhard's 
flannelette get-up had her twittering. 


THIS. I'M NOT GOING TO TOUCH... 

According to Premier*'a December issue, Roseanne Barr promised Sht-Otvil director 
Susan Seidelman, Tv* never said this to anyons before In my life, but I'm gonna say it to you: if 
you give me this part, I'B 1st you fuck me.' 

—Strth Pettit 
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or>d core needed to com¬ 
bat this epidemic The city 
a already woefully nogloct- 
ful in taking care of the 
people who have already 
boon identified either 
through voluntary testing or 
diagnosis with AIDS or ARC 
Since the aty olreody can't 
meet the needs of these 
people, how ore we sup¬ 
posed to believe that tho 
government will do any¬ 
thing more for more peo¬ 
ple Especially If they are 
spending valuable time 
and money on Just identify¬ 
ing Where will the money 
come from to provide 
treatment and services to 
these people? Or are we 
Just planning on identifying 
them? It seems to me to be 
onfy logical to have a clear 
plan for treating and pro¬ 
viding services to people 
BEFORE you launch a plan 
to merely Identify 

All this Is beside the 


point that study otter study 
has indicated that those 
most In need of care will 
be loss likely to come for 
core if contact tracing is a 
part of the process Why 
can't supposedly the most 
intelligent media left In this 
country not be brave 
enough to soe what is real¬ 
ly happening here I 

Rodger Pettyjohn 

Skid Row Must Go 

Atlantic Records 
Dear Mr Ertegun 

I must protest the noo- 
nazl propogondo ‘AIDS kills 
fags deod' on the T-shirt of 
Sebostian Bach of your 
group Skid Row (os seen In 
Metal Edge magazine) in 
pari because I am a survivor 
of nearly fatal anti-gay vio¬ 
lence 

The bad will towards 
Atlantic Records, created by 
this bigotry. v*l cause mo to 
boycott your company, unN 


It stops supporting this advo- 
cocy of hatred and violence 
Jim Davis 
Elizabeth. NJ 

Sorry. Wrong Bummer 

Bohdan Zachary 
GLAAD/LA 

Los Angelos. CA 90004 
Dear Mr Zachary 

In response to your let¬ 
ter. I agree that Sebastian 
Bach's t-stwt was offensive, 
and norther l nor my pubish- 
ers condone Its message 
We thoroughly regret print¬ 
ing the photos and will 
include a statement to that 
offect in the April Issue of 
Mefaf Edge, on sole Dec 26 
(the March Issue has okeody 
been printed) 

Please accept our 
hoartfolt apology and assur¬ 
ance that this wil novor hap¬ 
pen ogam 
Gerri Miler 
Exec Editor 
Mold Edge 


Blinder. Gentler Nation? 
The Hon. George Bum 
The White House 
Washington. DC 20050 
Door President Bush; 

As you know, a recently 
published 'Report of tho 
Secretary's Task Force on 
Youth Suicide" showed some 
startling statistics on a rarely 
talkod about notional 
shame-namely. the high 
number of lesbian and gay 
youth suicides. The study, 
conducted by former Secre¬ 
tary of Health and Human 
Services. Otis Bowen, was 
researched with scientific 
objectivity, and points up 
what many professionals 
working with adolescent 
populations have long sus¬ 
pected 

• Lesbian and gay 
youth aro two to Ihree times 
more Beefy to attempt suicide 
than olher young people. 

• Lesbian and gay 
youth may compriso up to 
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away that human resource, 
waiting lists of wiing trial par¬ 
ticipants. that wo activists 
have detivered to them (If 
they do. may they be de- 
fundedl) 

Of course thore are o 
lot more people taking ddt 
outside the trials than inside 
the trials: the trials by the* 
nature are very exclusionary 
That's how clinical trials are 
conducted in this country 
Everyone I know who Is get¬ 
ting ddl on an expanded 
occess protocol is inoligblo 
tor a cfnicaf triaL That's how 
the program has been 
designed The Pis fear there 
is mass cheoting. They're 
wrong. In order to cheat to 
get into the exponded 
occess program, a patient 
would have to convince a 
doctor to ie about his or her 
condition. Believe me. for 
those who are ineligible for 
parcllel access but unwiling 
to enrol in a clinical trial, it's 
easier to got ddl on the 
underground than it is to find 
a doctor who'll risk mdprac¬ 
tice and lie 

If Kolata's headline 
were simply an untruth, it 
would be easier to overtook. 
Those of us who know it's 


wrong could simply wait till 
history proves it wrong But 
this headline, because it's a 
prediction, is particularly 
(murderously) dangerous 
When the NY Timos predicts 
an outcome on its front 
page, it becomes a player In 
history, helping to bring 
about the very thing it's pre- 
dicting Who in my commu¬ 
nity who reads the Kolata 
article is going to rush to 
enroll In clinical trials that 
they feel their fellow-com¬ 
munity members are avoid¬ 
ing in droves'? If occiual now 
does log. the Times and the 
whining Pis who fueled this 
baseless story will have a 
share of the blame. (I should 
note here that Or Fred 
Valentine of NYU. though his 
name appears in the story, is 
not one of those Pts: he has 
been misrepresented in the 
Kolata orticle He told me 
privately, and then tokt an 
audience full of community 
members last Saturday, that 
it is far too early to say 
whether ddl's expanded 
availability wfl interfere with 
accrual and that, though it 
might in the future, there are 
still waiting ists to get into the 
trials. Kolata was told this. 


She chose to misleadingly 
trim Dr. Valentine's com¬ 
ments for her own ends.) 
The longer the tiiofs take to 
accrue, the longer my com¬ 
munity will wait for a defini¬ 
tive answer about ddl's 
effectiveness With AIOS. we 
measure delays in lives. The 
Pts who contributed to this 
story sure found one hell of 
a way to facilitate trial 
occrual 

Talk about "investigator 
bias') At least in our clinical 
trials we usually "blind" the 
Pis (as the jargon has it) to 
guard against bias. But what 
can we do to minimize their 
bios when it comes to the 
parallel frock"? It would seem 
that o number of them wero 
b*nd to parol el track before 
if even bogarvSHow scientif¬ 
ic! How humane! How sodty 
typicd 

JmEigo 

Strange Conclusions 

Letters 

The Now York Times 

Of all the idiotic, half- 
baked conclusions you have 
come to in your editorials on 
AIDS ond of all the Incom¬ 
plete/inaccurate reporting 
that Bruce Lombert has 


done on the AIDS crisis, 
never has the Times record¬ 
ed itself in history as being so 
stupid as with your recent 
article "Health Board Bocks 
Move to Trace AIDS' (15 
Nov 89) and editorlot 'Dr 
Joseph and AIDS Testing" 
(18 Nov. 89) 

To begin wrfh. Lambert 
shodd do a ttlte more inves¬ 
tigating on the subject 
rather than just regurgitating 
what comes down In official 
DOH media roieases He just 
might have dbcovered that 
there was a story here-ike 
how some members of the 
New York City Board of 
Health ddn't even know this 
plan was going to the state 
until they reod about it in 
the Times I How did they 
read "consensus" if not all 
members even KNEW about 
the action? 

Seconcfy. if you edito¬ 
rial and reporting staff wero 
rooty doing their homework 
like even mediocre media 
persons should, you would 
rooiizo that contoct tracing 
programs such as we 
already have for gonorrhea 
and syphilis don’t really 
work Aist look at Ihe dra¬ 
matic increase over the last 
decade we have had (in 
NYC alone) in these two sex¬ 
ually transmitted diseases 
And this increase has hap¬ 
pened while your great Dr. 
Joseph and his staff have 
been doing contact trac¬ 
ing. These diseases even 
have complete cures aval- 
able If contoct tracing is as 
effective as you and he 
would like us to believe, why 
haven't they been able to 
keep them under control? 
Contoct trocing moy look 
good on an administrator's 
paper plon but It doesn't 
work In reality. 

The third Important 
reason why contact troc¬ 
ing is a stupid idea at this 
time m this epidemic is that 
It Is not cost effective. We 
aireody don't hove 
enough money to pay for 
the prevention, treatment 


Blurt Out 

THE MIND BOGGLES... 

"Who in today's srt world dossn't know about homosexual turn-ons?* blithers critic Mark 
Stevens in December's Vanity Fair. 


I'M SO SURE.. 

One can onty guess what those wacky girls were up to at LA. s Second Annual All-Girl AB- 
Night B-Day Pajama Party. The November 27 issue of Peop/e reports that "(lerainel Newman 
admitted she felt very vulnerable’ since the invites read NO MEN.* Maybe Ms. Bernhard's 
flannelette get-up had her twittering. 


THIS. I'M NOT GOING TO TOUCH... 

According to Prtmiort '* December issue, Rosesnns Barr promised Sht-Dovit director 
Susan Seidelman, "I've never said this to anyone before In my life, but I'm gonna say it to you: if 
you give me this part, I'll let you fuek me.* 

—S$rah Ptttit 
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and core noodod to com- point that study otter study 
bat this epidemic The crfy has indicated that thoso 
is alroody woefully neglect- most in neod of care will 
ful in talcing care of the be less likely to come for 
people who have already coro if contact tracing is a 
been identified either part of the process Why 
through voluntary testing or can t supposedly the most 
dksgnosis with AIDS or ARC Intelligent media left In this 

Since the city oireody can't country not be brave 
moot the needs of these enough to see what a root- 
peoplo. how are we sup- ly happening horel 
posed to believe that the Rodger Pettyjohn 
government will do any¬ 
thing more for moro peo- Skid Row Musi Go 

pie Especially If thoy are Atlantic Records 
spending valuoble time Dear Mr Ertegun 
and money on Just identify- I must protest the neo- 
ing Where will the money nan propaganda *AiDS kills 
come from to provide fags dead' on the T-shirt of 
treatment and services to Sebastian Bach of your 
these peoplo? Or ore we group Skid Row (as seen m 
just planning on identifying Motal Edge magazine) in 
Ihem? It sooms to me to be part because I am a survivor 
only logical to have o clear of nearly fatal anti-gay vio- 
plan for treating and pro- lenco 
vidlng services to people The bod will towards 
BEFORE you launch a plan Atlantic Records, aootod by 
to merely identify the bigotry, will cause me to 

All this is beside the boycott your company, intll 

Dykes to Watch Out For 


If stops supporting ttvs odvo- Blinder. Gentler Nation? 
cacy of hatred and violence the Hon George Bush 

Jim Davis The White House 

Etoabeth. NJ Washmgton. DC 20050 

Dear President Bush 

Sorry, Wrong Bummer As you know, a recently 

BohdanZachary published ’Report of the 

GIAAD/LA Secretary's Task Force on 

Los Angolos. CA 90003 Youth Sucide' showed some 

Dear Mr Zochary startling statistics on a rarely 

In response to your let- talked about national 

ter. I agree that Sebastian shame—nomoly, tho high 

Bach's t-shirt was offensive, number of lesbian and gay 

and neithor t nor my publish- youth suicides The study, 

ers condone its message conducted by former Secre- 

We thoroughly regret print- tary of Health and Human 

>ng the photos ond will Sorvicos. Otis Boworv. was 

include a statement to that researched with scientific 

effect In the April issuo of objectivity, and points up 

Metal Edge, on solo Doc 26 what many professionals 

(the Morch cssue has akeody working with adolescent 

been panted). populations have long sus- 

Ptoase accept our pected 
heartfell apology and assur- • Lesbian and goy 

artce that this w* novor hap- youth are two to three tmes 
pen ogon more ikefy to attempt suicide 

Gem Miter than other yocrg people. 

Exec Editor • Lesblon and goy 

Mold Edge youth may comprise up to 













30 percent of of completed 
suados annual/; 

• Gey teen suiode can 
only bo prevented by ending 
dsenminarion agars’ youths 
based on sexual orientation 
As I am also sure you 
ore aw are. Congressman 
Wiliam Dannemeyer oI Cali¬ 
fornia is a long-standing too 
of the entire lesbian and 
gay community of the Unit¬ 
ed States He has recently 
contacted you ond Secre¬ 
tary of Health and Human 
services. Dr Louis Sullivan, in 
attempts to squelch these 
recent findings, by con¬ 
demning them os anti-'tro- 
dltionai family values * This 
type of hofe-mongerlng 
censorship of the facts will 
only result in one thing-the 
neodless deaths of thou¬ 
sands of lesbian and gay 
teenaged Amencans 

i ask you. Mr Presi¬ 
dent. to pleaso consider 
this; From where, if not 
from ‘traditional American 
families.' do gay ond les 
blan teenagers come? 
Lesbian and gay youth ore 
the offspring of hotorosex- 
uol ‘traditional* families, 
as ore heterosexual youth 
lesbian and gay 
teenagers are Indeed part 
of American society-they 
comprise al least ten per¬ 
cent of those ‘thousand 
points of light* of which 
you so eloquently spoke 
Mr President, don't sup¬ 
port the snuffing out of 
their ‘points of light' by 
caving in to Congressman 
Dannemeyer's campaign 
of hate, He is playing polit¬ 
ical games with the lives of 
our young people by his 
moral posturing 

‘Traditional family val¬ 
ues' ore not the issuo horo. 
preventing youth suicide is 
the issue! The people who 
serve youth in this country 
(doctors, teachers, parents, 
counselors, etc.) nood to 
know the results of the task 
force study on youth sui¬ 
cide-it is kterally a matter 
of life and death. I urge 


you and Secretary Sullivan 
to moot with representa¬ 
tives of the Notional Gay 
and Lesbian Task Force to 
discuss this matter Don’t 
send out a message that 
‘kinder and gontler" 
applies to only the livos ot 
a select few in this coun- 
try-by the very definition 
of those words, your com¬ 
passion must extend to ait 
Americans 

Richard S Haymes 
Deputy Director 
Community Health Proj. 
Voufh Services Division 
Manhattan 

God’s Wrath? 

John Viet Lindsay 
Board of Directors 
Lincoln Center for the Per¬ 
forming ARTS 
Dear Mr irndsay 

I am concerned, having 
just boon shown the current 
OufWeek (19 Novombor 
1969), which indicates that at 
dinner parlies you have dis¬ 
cussed somo "gay problem* 
and stated that AIDS may 
vndood be ‘God's retribution 
to the gay community' 
Whether or not you have 
been correctly depictod. you 
owe It to old Mends to make 
your position clear ond in 
more dotal to odton at Ouf- 
Weefc Or v*ite me. and I wit 
relay your views to them 
Warren Aten Smith 
President 

Variety Recording Studw 
Manhattan 

Bash Re-hash 

Ms Barbara Jones 
Fat Asst totheDist Att'y 
Dear Ms Jones: 

Thank you for meeting 
with us last woek. after Ihe 
conclusion of the Cart Schuiz 
Park gay-bashing case We 
write to you as members of 
GLAAD. ACT UP and of the 
gay and lesbian community 
at large At this time, wo wodd 
Ike to restate ou dermoids 

1) It Is imperative that 
Mr Morgenthou use ho influ¬ 
ence to lobby for tho Bics- 
Related Violence BIN that 


has languished boforo the 
Stote Senale We demand 
that he strongly endorse the 
bill, both as an individual 
and as representative of tho 
Manhattan District Attor¬ 
ney's office Finally, we 
demand that he use his 
influence and leadership 
with the New York State 
Association of District Attor¬ 
neys to convince the organi¬ 
zation to strongly endorse 
and lobby for the Bill It 
should be dear that we 
consider the so-called 
‘generic* Bill to be unac¬ 
ceptable. al endorsements 
should be for the Bill that 
clearly identifies specific 
forms of bias, including 
attacks on gays and les¬ 
bians 

2) Gay-boshing coses 
across the country should be 
rosearchod to determine 
effective strategies for suc¬ 
cessfully prosecuting these 
cases This material should 
be mode avoiabie to ell the 
ADA s in you office 

3) We demand homo¬ 
phobe sensilivity training for 
a« A D As and al staff of the 
D A's office if this has 
already been implemented, 
wo want the opportunity to 
review existing Ironing pro- 
cedues and offer advice on 
how to improve them 

4) Wo demand the 
Immediate appointment of 
a openly gay or lesbian 
A.D A Wo also demand the 
opportunity to review recruit¬ 
ment policies of your office, 
and specifically, any existing 
program armed at recruiting 
gay and lesbian A.D As 

While wo are concen¬ 
trating on goneral issues in 
this letter, we contnue to bo 
outraged by the way In 
which the Carl Schurz Park 
gay-bashing caso was han¬ 
ded by the A D A.. Dan Park¬ 
er and others in your office 
We assume that you will be 
investigating the matter inter¬ 
ne#/ and ask that you inform 
us of you findings 

it is crucial that we 
meet dree tty with the District 


Attorney since he figures 
promlnenlty in a number of 
our demands We would 
consider such a meeting to 
be an essential indication of 
your office's commitment to 
resoMng ou concerns WNe 
we appreciate your past 
efforts and look forward to 
working closely with you to 
resotvo this matter, we don't 
feel that onother meeting 
with you alone would be 
productive at this pent 

An increasingly publi¬ 
cized epidemic of anti- 
gay/lesblan violence Is 
swoopkig this city, state and 
country: it is evident that the 
current system for prosecut¬ 
ing these cases a nsuffident 
We cannot afford to wait 
any longer, as gays and les¬ 
bians (and those perceived 
as such) are being attockod 
every day We are dealing 
with a crisis, and swift oction 
is necessary 

We wtll be monitoring 
theso coses as they come 
up Wo will not hesitate to 
blame pubfccty those whose 
inaction, or lock of compe¬ 
tence. resets In gay/lesbian- 
bashers getting off with just a 
slap on tho wrist. For gays 
and lesbians to be sofe in 
New York, gay-bashers need 
to know that they will be 
punished swiftly and surely 
for their actions 

Please contact GLAAD 
with you response by Friday. 
December 1 
Alan Beck. ACT UP 
Bruce EHerin. Crime Victim 
Mark Carson. ACT UP. 

GLAAD 

Jim Fourott. ACT UP. Art 

Positive. GLAAD 
Gordon Harrell. ACT UP. 

GLAAD 

Marty King. ACT UP. Team 

New York 

Ken Lustboder. GLAAD 
Tom McKean. ACT UP 
Adrian Milton. ACT UP. 

GLAAD 

Bfl Monahan. ACT UP 
Michael Petrols. ACT UP 
Kam Schwartz. GLAAD 
Randy Synder. ACT UP 
Josh Weyser. GLAAD 
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Cardinal O'Connor wants to force women to have children ACT UP <AIDS Coalition To Unleash Power) AND WHAM! 

„ _ (Women's Health Action Mobilization) ARE COORDINATING A 

Cardinal 0 Connor opposes the teaching of safe sex m order LEGAL PICKET ANO CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE AT ST PATRICKS 

to save lives CATHEDRAL TO STOP CHURCH INTERFERENCE IN OUR LIVES. 

Cardinal O'Connor condones hatred and violence against lesbians 
and gays 

IF THIS BOTHERS YOU. JOIN US AT THE LARGEST 
DEMONSTRATION IN HISTORY AT ST. PATRICK S CATHEDRAL 

FIGHT THE CHURCH S OPPOSITION TO SAFE LEGAL ABORTION 
FIGHT THE CHURCH S MURDEROUS AIDS POLICY 
FIGHT INSTITUTIONALIZED HOMOPHOBIA 



FOR INFORMATION ON THt QIMONSIRATION ON PARTICIPATION IN CIVIL OISOMOICNCf TRAINING CALL *19 1 




News 

Rights Panel Backs 
Fired AIDS Staff 

City HRC Chief Forced to Reinstate Gay Execs 


actions taken against the AIDS divi¬ 
sion's leaders and exploring the recip¬ 
rocal allegations of bias that had been 
made by O'Connor and Taylor, both 
gay. and by Acosta and others associ¬ 
ated with the HRC 


'Conditional* Reinstatement 

But in response to the ad hoc 
committee's proposals, Brandon orig- 


by James Waller 

NEW YORK—A group of more 
than 40 representatives of a panoply of 
AIDS service organizations operating 
throughout New York City together 
with other members of the lesbian and 
gay community crowded the hearings 
chamber of the city’s Human Rights 
Commission on Wednesday morning, 

November 29, eager to make their 
presence felt and to voice their dismay 
over what they considered the unsatis¬ 
factory resolution of the case involving 
the demotion and dismissal, last 
month, of the director and deputy 
director of the commission's AIDS Dis¬ 
crimination Division 

The session, which was held at 
the commission's offices in lower Man¬ 
hattan, was the agency's regular 
monthly meeting, but, as at its previous 
meeting in late October, much of the 
agenda was taken up witlt a discussion 
of the continuing problems that have 
ensued after a decision by commission 
chairman. Rev. John Brandon, on Octo¬ 
ber 24 to demote the AIDS Discrimina¬ 
tion Division’s director, Keith O'Connor, RECONSIDERED 
and to fire his deputy, Kaly Taylor. Jotm Brandon 

The so-called disciplinary actions 
initiated against O'Connor and Taylor 
by Brandon, on the advice of deputy iruily chose to implement its rccom 
commissioner for law enforcement mendation to establish a thorough 
Rolando Acosta, instigated a wave of review of the division's approaches 
outrage within the gay and AlDS-ser- to AIDS discrimination cases, but 
vice communities, and have ultimately stopped short of adopting its sugges- 
led the Human Rights commissioners lion to fully reinstate O'Connor and 
themselves to reflect deeply on public Taylor. Instead, he opted to restore 



Photo: Bill fytsura 


perception of the commission's work 
and to set in motion a plan to rectify 
the philosophical, structural and proce¬ 
dural problems besetting the agency. 

October’s meeting had closed 
with a decision by the commission to 
set up an ad hoc committee charged 
with investigating the reasons for the 


O'Connor's title and duties on a 
'conditional* basis and to transfer 
Taylor to the position of deputy 
director of the commission Field Ser¬ 
vices Division, where, as his memo 
in the subject puts it, she could 'con¬ 
tinue her work in fighting against 
AIDS discrimination.' 


Unanimous Dissent 

But following an executive 
session held immediately after the 
general meeting, which was dosed to 
observers and to the pfess, Brandon 
announced that the 12 members of 
the commission present had unani¬ 
mously recommended that he recon¬ 
sider his decision, and uncon¬ 
ditionally reinstate Taylor and O'Con¬ 
nor to their jobs 

And on Friday morning, Dec 1, 
Lonnie Soury, a department 
spokesman, announced that the two 
would, in fact, be returned to the 
positions they previously held, and 
promised a 'reorganization in the 
lines of communication* in the vari¬ 
ous divisions of the commission so 
that similar situations do not arise in 
the future. 

No Incidence of Bias 

'Once the commissioners got 
involved, there was only resolution: 
what's beat for the agency,' Soury told 
OutWeek, adding, The commission 
found no incidence of bias on cither 
side. The fact that Katy and Keith are 
gay was never part of the equation.* 

David Wertheimer, the executive 
director of the Lesbian and Gay Anti- 
Violence Project and a New York City 
human rights commissioner, said he 
agreed with Brandon's assessment 

'The problems that emerged 
were rooted in structural and organi¬ 
zational problems, not racism, sexism 
or homophobia,* he told Out Week 
But he added, ‘It took enormous 
effort on the part of all parties to 
come to such a productive resolution 
to the crisis.* 

Acosta and Taylor both said that 
they were asked not to speak to the 
press. But in a prepared statement 
released by the Human Rights Com- 
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mission, Keith O'Connor wrote, "We 
arc relieved to see that services arc 
back in place to assist people with 
AIDS there needing our help and we 
just want to get back to work * 

In the same press release, Rolan¬ 
do Acosta stated, The work we do at 
the commission is bigger than any 
one of us. It is time that we all put 
this matter behind us, so that the 
commission can devote all of its 
resources to fighting all of the ugly 
forms of discrimination in this city." 

In a phone interview, David 
Wertheimer also noted how important 
a role llic community can play in sim¬ 
ilar cases. *lt is extremely important 
and valuable for the community to let 
public agencies, like the HRC, know 
exactly what they're thinking,* he 
said. The value and importance of 
outspoken community activism 
should never be underestimated In 
New York City. When the community 
has something to say, it should not be 
silent.* 

Investigation Commences 

The ad hoc committee of human 
rights commissioners, who are 
appointed by the mayor and receive 
no salary from the city, included 
Glenn Lau-Kee, Philip Rivera, Harilyn 
Russo and Marie Wilson, an open les¬ 
bian and executive director of the Ms. 
Foundation. The panel, which was 
chaired by commissioner Burt 
Ncubome, spent more than 20 hours 








during early November in consid¬ 
eration of the issue, conducting 
dozens of in-person and tele¬ 
phone interviews and examining 
letters solicited from former 
employees of the division. 

In a report submitted to 
Brandon on November 16, the 
committee discounted the 
charges of bias made by the par¬ 
ties on both sides of the issue, 
complemented the AIDS Discrim¬ 
ination Division on the ’effec¬ 
tiveness and innovation* it has 
shown under O'Connor’s and 
Taylor's leadership In solving 
problems encountered by people 
with AIDS, and recommended 
that both O'Connor and Taylor REDOUBTABLE 
be reinstated In full to their for- David Warthaimar 
rncr executive positions in the 
division. 

The committee's investigation 
also revealed that the tensions that led 
to O’Connor's demotion and Taylor's 
dismissal grew out of a fundamental 
difference of opinion concerning the 
modus operandi of the AIDS division, 
with its leaders preferring hands-on 
methods of advocacy and mediation 
in contrast to upper management's 
preferred route of conducting litiga¬ 
tion against alleged offenders. 

(In a talk with OutWaek, a source 
dosdy familiar with the agency's work¬ 
ings speculated that the real reason for 
O’Connor's demotion and Taylor's dis¬ 
missal had been a growing dissatisfac¬ 
tion among certain of the HRC’s 
bureaucrats with the unorthodox 
methods employed by the AIDS 
division's leadership. According to 
this source, differences of opinion 
concerning approach were allowed 
. I to degenerate into grievances of a 

rl personal nature 

During the course of last 
k Wednesday's meeting, Chairman 

1 f Brandon made several cryptic 

[ statements implying that even if 

tire situation had not developed in 
the way it did, some sort of 
change in the AIDS division's hier¬ 
archy had been inevitable, hinting 
that this applied especially to Tay 
lot's role within the agency.) 



REINSTATED 
Katy Taylor 


Photo Bill Bytsura 


Failed Compromise 

Obviously intended as a 
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compromise, Brandon's move to par¬ 
tially reinstate O'Connor and Taylor 
only fueled the dissatisfaction of con¬ 
cerned AIDS workers within and out¬ 
side the HRC and disappointed and 
puzzled the members of the ad hoc 
committee as well as a number of 
other commissioners. 

While expressing gratitude to 
Brandon for having permitted the 
investigation, ad hoc committee chair¬ 
man Neubome, during his opening 
report at Wednesday's meeting, also 
voiced his bcfuddlcmcnt at the com¬ 
mission chairman's revisals to accept 
all the committee's recommendations 
and stated that he was ‘troubled by 
the possibility that the issue may not 
be put to rest* because of the course 
of action Brandon had chosen. 

Ncubornc was also bothered, he 
said, by the fact that he and the other 
committee members had not been 
told why their recommendation of 
complete reinstatement had been 
rejected, and he was upset that *lhe 
affected party (Taylor) lud not had a 
chance to make her case to the per¬ 
son who made the final decision 
(Brandon).* 


Mystery Oecision 

Ncubornc's assertion was 
corroborated later in the meeting by 
Taylor herself, who contended that no 
accusations had ever been formally 
made against her and that, during all the 
Sm HRC on png* 61 
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News 


Chicago Mayor Storms 
Out of Gay Meeting 

Community “Cut Off" from Administration, 
Activists Arrested in City Hall. 


by Rex Wockner 

CHICAGO—Livid and beet-red, 
Chicago Mayor Richard Daley stormed 
oul of an explosive meeting with sev¬ 
eral hundred members of die gay and 
lesbian community Nov. 20. 

And as he shat down the suits of 
Ann Sather restaurant on Belmont, 
Daley reportedly turned to his cadre 
of associates and snapped, "You peo¬ 
ple really fucking blew it * 

Daley had been summoned to 
the meeting by a full-page ad in the 


Lesbian Issues (COGLI) has not been 
granted a single meeting in the first 
seven months of the administration 
Puflher, Daley has failed to for¬ 
mally appoint five COGU nominees 
who have 'languished in bureaucratic 
limbo' since the day he took office 
In the meantime, activists say that 
community communication with the 
mayor is Increasingly restricted to one 
person—mayoral special assistant 
Nancy Reiff, whom Daley has identi¬ 
fied as his gay liaison. 


Asked about the reaction, one 
activist explained, ‘Nancy has 
angered us by repeatedly toeing what 
she perceives to be the administration 
line—advocating for the mayor to the 
community, rather than for the com¬ 
munity to the mayor. She's a team 
player in the bad sense of that 
term—probably even more than they 
want her to be.' 

A number of the city's activists 
say they would prefer that the city's 
paid Coordinator of Gay and Lesbian 



Chicago Sun-Times and the gay press 
following two months of growing 
anger with Daley's alleged inattention 
to the community 

Under former Mayors Harold 
Washington and Eugene Sawyer, gay 
activists say they had direct and virtually 
unlimited access to the mayor's office 
Under Daley, activists say, the 
mayor's own Committee on Gay and 


Reiff, a lesbian, is a personal 
friend of the mayor but does not have 
a working relationship with most of 
the city's gay and lesbian leaders. 

At the Nov. 20 meeting, the 
crowd loudly booed and hissed each 
time Daley mentioned ReifTs name. 
Sitting beside the mayor, she 
appeared stunned and hurt by the 
rejection 


Issues, Jon Simmons, have the 
mayor's ear. 

But Simmons, who was hired by 
Mayor Sawyer, says he has been 'cut 
ofT* from any access to City Hall and 
instructed to report to Human Rights 
Commission (HRC) head Clarence 
Wood, who reportedly reports to 
Reiff, who then reportedly relays 
information to Daley. 
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How It Happened So Fact 

Activists first publicly expressed 
distress with the administration follow- 
ing the late October postponement of 
the HRC Annual Awards Luncheon- 

Four activists who spearheaded 
last year's passage of Chicago's gay 
rights ordinance had been set to 
receive awards and all was proceed¬ 
ing smoothly until the last-minute 
addition of an award for the late 
alderman George Hagopian 

Hagopian, who was to be hon¬ 
ored for his support of veterans, was 
the city council's loudest anti-gay voice 
during hearings on the gay rights law 

When the four activists objected 
to receiving their award on the same 
stage as Hagopian, HRCs Wood can¬ 
celled the whole luncheon and 
revoked all the awards. 

At first the administration said the 
reason for the cancellation was gay 
anger. Two days later, they announced 
that the problem had been "low ticket 
sales.* By the Nov. 20 meeting, Daley 
was saying the luncheon was post¬ 
poned so HRC could devise a better 
process for selecting awardees 

Frustration Grows, Publicity Mounts 

As a wide spectrum of activists 
began informally discussing the ’lun¬ 
cheon fiasco,* they learned that frus¬ 
tration with Daley's 'inattention* had 
spread to all of the community’s 
diverse political factions 

In short order, COG LI chair Larry 
Rolla hand-delivered a tetter to Daley, 
putting forth the community's con¬ 
cerns The letter demanded that Daley: 

* honor campaign promises to 
appoint open gays to city boards and 
commissions, 

* formally appoint the five COG LI 
nominees and retain the community- 
based COG LI selection process, 

* meet directly with gay leaders, 

* hire open gays for city jobs, 

* and give Simmons the resources 
to property do his job. 

By the Nov. 20 meeting, the 
demands also included 

* more city money to fight AIDS, 

* the scrapping of a new city 
AIDS education campaign that has 
been criticized by community-based 
AIDS organizations, 

* and the implementation of a 


promised education ’blitz* to publi¬ 
cize the protections of the Human 
Rights Ordinance. 

The Mealing 

Daley entered the community 
forum to a raucous standing ovation, 
but he left amidst boos, jeers and 
chants of ‘Shame, shame, shame.* 

Depending on who is dissecting 
the breakdown, blame is placed on 
one of three sources: 

* Daley, who many bdieve was far 
too aggressive In his opening remarks, 

* Kolb, who apparently departed 
from his promised remarks and ques¬ 
tioned the adminstration's honesty 
and integrity, or 

* ACT UP members and others, 
who angered the mayor with a small 
amount of heckling. 

Community activists took a tough 
stance from the sun, with emcee Mike 
Savage asserting, *ln the last six 
months, some of our hopes and 
expectations have changed to doubt 
and frustration and, in some cases, 
anger.... We don't want decisions made 
for us, we want them made with us.* 

Activists then gave the mike to 
Daley for opening remarks. But the 
mayor departed from his prepared 
text after the crowd booed his intro¬ 
duction of Reiff. 

"I'm very proud 1 appointed 
Nancy my special assistant,* Daley 
emotionally responded. The crowd 
booed and hissed. *1 know it's not 
your choice,* Daley continued, *it's 
my choice. You're right. Hey, this 
doesn't serve anyone's purpose I 
don't boo you, you don't boo me. If 
you want to get into a confrontation, 
the press love it. You want to just 
show confrontation constantly?* 

The meeting then turned to AIDS 
for ten minutes, as Acting Health Com¬ 
missioner Richard Kricg argued that his 
department does not need more city 
money to fight AIDS until the alleged 
financial mess left by the previous 
administration has been untangled. 

Then it was Rolla's turn to speak 
Apparently departing from his 
promised text, Rolla stated: 

Tonight, my brothers and sisters, 
you are going to hear the whole truth.... 
There has been a concerted effort to 
Saa CHICAGO on 


Where to from 
here? 

CHICAGO—At deadline, a cou¬ 
ple of developments took place that 
provide some hint of where the 
Chicago controversy will head in 
the next month. 

First, a broad-based coalition of 
about 100 activists met Nov. 27 and 
placed several items on a ‘Where 
Do We Go From Here?* agenda 
They include: Fighting for 
COG Li's status as a committee and 
its community-based member selec¬ 
tion process, holding regular 
gay/lesbian community forums, 
working to save Jon Simmons' job, 
informational pickets at Daley 
events, another letter of demands to 
the mayor, Increased ACT UP-stylc 
protests to insure TV coverage, an 
end to "gay leader-bashing* and a 
commitment that anyone talking to 
the mayor will insist that, before 
anything else, he meet with COGU. 

Secondly, representatives of 
Chicago Outlines, The Windy City 
Times and Gay Chicago, the city's 
three gay newspapers, met for an 
hour with Daley on Nov. 29- 

At that meeting, the mayor and 
his press secretary, Avis Lavelie, said 
that they plan to meet with COGU 
in early December, that Jon Sim¬ 
mons is not going to be fired, that 
Nancy Reiff has been instructed to 
dialogue with a wider spectrum of 
the gay/tesbian community, and that 
the city intends to retain Us contro¬ 
versial new "Just Say No’-style AIDS 
education campaign that utilizes the 
phrase, *1 will not gel AIDS.* 

Plans are also underway to 
transform COGU into a formal city 
commission with subpoena and 
other powers, Daley said. Gay 
activists, however, have lobbied 
against the change and, at press 
lime, believed they had the votes in 
the city council to kilt the measure. 

Formalizing the committee, 
activists bdieve, would deprive it of 
an essential Independence from the 
administration. 

—B.W. 
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News 

British Health Agency 
Shuts AIDS Office 

Press proclaims "Straight Sex is Safe " 


by Keith Alcorn 

LONDON — Great Britain's 
Health Education Authority disbanded 
its AIDS Division last week, after a 
tumultous week which saw three 
national newspapers, with combined 
circulations of over 6 million, claim 
‘straight sex is safe.* 

"This situation is more serious 
than Clause 28,* said Maureen Oliv¬ 
er, of the Organization of Lesbian 
and Gay Action (OLGA), which 
spearheaded resistance to the two- 
year-old legislation that bans govern¬ 
ment funding of any art or 
educational materials deemed to 
•promote homosexuality.* 

On November 17, the Sun, The 
Daily Expnas, and the The Daily Mail all 
strong supporters of the Thatcher gov¬ 
ernment, ran front-page stories proclaim¬ 
ing that heterosexual transmission of HIV 
was nothing but gay propaganda. 

This followed the revelation dur¬ 
ing debate in the House of Lords that 
only one British AIDS case was due to 
heterosexual transmission so far. This 
figure does not, however, take into 
account the number of heterosexuals 
who are currently infected with HIV, 
nor the fact that the number of hetero¬ 
sexuals who actually have AIDS, but 
have not been officially diagnosed by 
public health authorities, is probably 
greater. 

This is merely the latest stage in a 
long-running campaign by the moral 
right in the U.K. to marginalize the epi¬ 
demic, and pin the blame on gays and 
drug users* said author Simon Watncy 
of London's leading AIDS organization, 
the Terrence Higgins Trust. 

Sax Survey Scrapped 

Since August there have been 
dear indications that priority for AIDS- 


related issues was being downgraded 
by the government. The first sign was 
the disbanding of the cabinet AIDS 
committee, set up to oversee policy. 

And in September, Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher personally inter¬ 
vened to scrap a government-spon¬ 
sored sexual behavior survey on the 
grounds that it would be ‘an invasion 
of privacy.* 

In November, the Health Educa¬ 
tion Authority postponed a campaign 
aimed at normalizing condom use. 
Although the official explanation was 
that advenising prepared for the cam¬ 
paign was unsuitable, sources within 
the HEA claimed the campaign was 
cancelled on the direct orders of the 
prime minister. 

Following a reshuffling of the 
cabinet last month, Virginia Bottom- 
ley took over as second in command 
at the Department of Health. Her 
husband is a Member of Parliament, 
and a keen Thatcher supporter. He is 
also a member of two pro-family 
organizations. 

Civil Servants Silenced 

And members of British AIDS 
organizations are increasingly worried 
about the way civil servants con¬ 
cerned about AIDS issues in the 
Department of Health have been shut 
out of decision making by right¬ 
wingers, led by Uottomicy. 

Watncy believes the network of 
pro-family groups is now so influential 
it will make a public attempt to dis- 
fund the Terrence Higgins Trust, and 
other non government groups, on the 
grounds they arc homosexual lobby¬ 
ists. The Trust is 50,000 pounds (about 
$75,000) in the red this financial year, 
and severe cutbacks would be neces¬ 
sary if it lost any of its 400,000 pound 


(about $600,000) government grant 

This also means we can expect 
cuts in AIDS funding, and no money 
for treatment research Coupled with 
the government's refusal to address 
the reality of heterosexual HIV, this is 
a gcnocidal campaign orchestrated by 
viciously homophobic politicians 
scared that the Tory party (to which 
Thatcher belongs) is losing its grip on 
power," Watney said. 

ACT UP/London planned an 
action for December I, World AIDS 
Day, to draw attention to the crisis, but 
is also asking AIDS organizations in the 
United States to write to the Health 
Education Authority and the Depart¬ 
ment of Health, pointing out what they 
call the devastating results of govern¬ 
ment neglect of AIDS in the U.S. 

Stress Straight Sax 

‘Around 45 percent of those 
diagnosed with HIV in the U.K. arc 
heterosexual,* said an ACT UP 
spokesperson. *Wc would ask llct- 
ter writers) to stress the develop¬ 
ments of the heterosexual 
epidemic, independent of IV-drug 
use, in the U.S, and to point out 
the responsibility of the British gov¬ 
ernment to devote money to AIDS 
treatment research,* the spokesper¬ 
son told Out Week 

Activists arc also planning a 
major demonstration in London in the 
new year. 

Those wishing to write to 
British government officials can 
send their letters to: Chief Execu¬ 
tive Spenser Haggard, Health Edu¬ 
cation Authority, Mablcdon Place, 
London WC1, and to Health Minis¬ 
ter Virginia Bottomlcy, Department 
of Health, Richmond House, White¬ 
hall. London SW1 ▼ 
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News 

Congress 
Shelves 
AIDS Drugs 


by CliH O'Neill 

WASHINGTON—As members of 
Congress rushed 10 complete their 
work before recessing for the year 
and sitting down to Thanksgiving 
dinner, Sen. Jesse Helms (R-NC) 
effectively blocked the passage of a 
bill which would have set up a 
long-term program to provide 
proven AIDS treatment drugs to 
indigent AIDS and HIV patients with 
the threat of a filibuster. 

Paced with the possibility of a fil¬ 
ibuster, the Senate leadership opted to 
shelve the bill for the session, rather 
than cross Helms. 

•It's unfortunate,* stated Tom 
Sheridan, lobbyist for the Washing¬ 
ton-based AIDS Action Council, 
•because we have a good deal of 
Republican support for this bill. 
But we just don't have Jesse, so 
once again one member out of 100 
is blocking AIDS legislation.* 

The measure, titled the Low 
Income Treatment Authorization 
Program (LITAP), would set up a 
three-year authorization program to 
provide matching grants to partici¬ 
pating states for the provision of 
AIDS drugs to patients not qualify¬ 
ing for state Medicaid programs. 
The measure is intended to end the 
funding crisis reached each year 
because the current federal AIDS 
drug subsidy program has never 
formally been authorized by 
Congress. 

As part of the 1990 Health and 
Human Services appropriations bill, 
signed by President George Bush 
Nov. 21, there is currently a $30 
million line Item to continue the 
drug subsidy program for the com¬ 
ing year. ▼ 
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News 

SF Lesbians First in Joint 



Adoption 

by M.J. Murphy 

SAN FRANCISCO—A Bay Area 
lesbian couple has won the right to 
jointly adopt a child they raised for 
over two years. Although the case set 
no legal precedent, the ground-break¬ 
ing decision marks the First time that a 
lesbian couple has won a joint adop¬ 
tion case, and the outcome could 
instigate policy changes at social ser¬ 
vice agencies across the nation. 

Gay men and lesbians involved in 
domestic relationships have successfully 
adopted children as individuals in the 
past in many parts of the country, but 
this is the first time that two women have 
been awarded joint custody of a chid 

An Alameda County Superior 
Court judge overruled a negative rec¬ 
ommendation from the state Depart¬ 
ment of Social Services (DSS) and 
allowed Millie Jcssen, 38, and Sue 
Pavlik. 31, to legally adopt two-year-old 
Eric, a child born wah HIV infection. 

Eric was initially placed in the 
foster care of *" 
he was released from the hospital at 
the age of five weeks. His natural 
mother died of AIDS and his father 
was unable to care for him. The cou¬ 
ple filed papers to legally adopt the 
boy shortly after his arrival. 

According to the couple's attor¬ 
ney, Roberta Achtenberg, director of 
the National Center for Lesbian Rights 
(NCLR), the judge agreed with her 
argument that Eric had bonded with 
the couple since his placement in their 
home, and that the child's best interest 
would be served by allowing Pavlik 
and Jcssen to legally adopt him. 

‘The department's policy is to 
make automatic negative recom¬ 
mendations if an unmarried couple 
tries to adopt a child jointly,* Acht¬ 
enberg said at a press conference 
held on November M. "They don’t 
approve or disapprove adoptions. 
They can only make rccommenda- 


Achlenberg. Pavlik and Jessen with Eric 
lions to the court." 

"The policy of DDS is irrational 
and wasteful. We would like to see 
cases decided on their individual mer¬ 
its instead of marital status." 

"He is a child who needed love," 
Pavlik told reporters That's what we 
saw. He needed to be cared for. Grant¬ 
ed it takes extra care, but die rewards 
go way beyond that. We just loved him 


by Rex Wockner 

DALLAS—The judge who told 
the media last December that he gave 
a murderer a lighter sentence 
because the victims were "queers" 
was publicly censured Nov. 27 by the 
Texas State Commission on Judicial 
Conduct. 

On Dec. 15, 1988, following the 
sentencing of 18-year-old Richard Lee 
Bednarski to 30 years in prison for 
the homophobic murders of Tommy 
Lee Trimble, 34, and John Lloyd Grif¬ 
fin, 27, District Court Judge Morris 
Jackson Hampton told a reporter for 


Photo: OarleneJPhotographics 
from the time he came into our home." 

There is no reason why kids like 
Eric should not be able to find love 
and affection in good homes like Mil¬ 
lie and Sue’s. Good homes come in 
all different sizes and shapes," attor¬ 
ney Achtenberg said. "They can be 
lesbian or gay, straight homes, or 
multiracial homes. But if they're good 
Sh ADOPTION oa pag* SI 


the Dallas Times Herald. 

These two gays that got killed 
wouldn't have been killed if they 
hadn't been cruising the streets 
picking up teenage boys. I don't 
much care for queers cruising the 
streets picking up teenage boys I've 
got a teenage boy.... Some murder 
victims arc less innocent in their 
deaths than others. In those cases, a 
defendant is unlikely to deserve a 
maximum sentence.... I put prosti¬ 
tutes and gays at about the same 
level. If these boys had picked up 
two prostitutes and taken them to 


Anti-Gay Texas 
Judge Censured 
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the woods and killed them, I'd con¬ 
sider that a similar case.* 

In censuring Hampton, the state 
wrote that his comments had been 
“destructive of public confidence in 
the integrity and Impartiality of the 
judiciary (because) the public reacted 
to this judge's comments wfch disbe¬ 
lief, abhorrence and indignation. The 
hostility and distrust generated by this 
judge's irresponsible statements,' the 
state continued, 'created an additional 
burden for the entire judiciary.* 

The censure was praised by New 
York's Gay and Lesbian Alliance 
Against Defamation, which spear¬ 
headed a successful national letter¬ 
writing campaign to the Commission 
on Judicial Conduct, decrying the 
judge's statements. Executive Director 
Craig Davidson said “a demonstrates 
that, in the eyes of the court system, a 
gay life is worth just as much as a 
straight life.* 

But the president of the Dallas 
Gay Alliance, William Waybourn, 
called the censure ‘merely a slap on 
the wrist. 

*We‘re going to continue to push 
for the removal of Judge Hampton 
from the bench,* Waybourn said, *lf 
he's been found guilty of being 
biased, why is he still a judge? It s a 
cloud hanging over the entire Texas 
judiciary.* 

In a statement to the press, 
Hampton's lawyers specifically 
blamed the Dallas Gay Alliance and 
the American Civil Liberties Union for 
Hampton's censure, charging that the 
commission ’must have succumbed to 
pressure from...uninformed special 
interest groups.' 

Bednarski murdered Trimble and 
Griffin last Nov. 19 after they picked 
him up in the cruisy Oak Lawn neigh¬ 
borhood and were forced at gun¬ 
point to drive to a secluded park. 
Trial testimony showed that Bed- 
narsky ordered them to strip and then 
placed the gun in Trimble's mouth 
and pulled the trigger. 

When Griffin was not killed by 
the first shot and attempted to crawl 
away, Bednarski stepped on his leg 
and pulled the trigger again. 

Bednarski will be eligible for 
parole in 1996. ▼ 

—filedfrom Chicago 
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Out Takes 

High school 
was never 
like this... 

OAK PARK, Illinois—A six-month 
fight to add protections Tor gays and 
lesbians to a suburban Chicago high 
school anti-discrimination policy con¬ 
tinues to escalate this month, as fun¬ 
damentalist Christians face-off against 
a united front of community groups 
and school organizations. 

The controversy at Oak Park- 
River Forest High School began in 
June when the school board decided 
to add the phrase "sexual orientation' 
to its human dignity policy 

Six months and three rewrites later, 
the Christians remain outraged, while 
much of the rest of Oak Park has come 
together to urge the policy's adoption 
Supporters include mainstream 
churches, city government and a host 
of school groups such as the Citizens' 
Advisory Committee, the Parents 
Human Relations Advisory Committee, 
the Parent-Teacher Organization, the 
Faculty Senate and the Student Council 
Both the senior class president 
and the president of the Student 
Council have publicly lobbied for the 
measure, along with about a dozen 
other students. None of the students 
said they were gay. 

The Christians, meanwhile, 
staged two postal and newspaper 
blitzes containing detailed descrip¬ 
tions of homosexual love-making and 
a list of progay moves they fear will 
follow the policy's adoption 

Among much dsc, the Christians 
anticipate a gay prom, a gay awareness 
month and a gay studies curriculum. 

At the most recent public hearing 
on the policy, Nov. 16, an estimated 900 
persons engaged in four hours of debate. 

"One-hundred and fifty-one 
speakers got one minute each," 
recalled Mel Wilson, of the Oak Park 
Lesbian and Gay Organization, "and a 
lot of them said they were only there 
because of the hate mail that had 


come to their mailboxes. The funda¬ 
mentalists were isolated and facing a 
united front of ministers, rabbis, 
politicians, the National Organization 
for Women, the League of Women 
Vfaters and others." 

The school board is again set to 
vote on the measure Dec. |6. It Is 
expected to pass unanimously, Wilson 
said, barring any unforseen blow-ups 
in the interim. 

In the meantime, Wilson says the 
controversy "has been the best thing 
to ever happen to Oak Park gays. 

•Awareness of sexual orientation 
as an issue" he said, "both in the high 
school and in the communky, is at an 
all-time high. There are even several 
churches running workshops on con¬ 
fronting their own homophobia." 

—Rex Wockncr 

All artists 
with AIDS are 
controversial 

NEW YORK—An art exhibition 
entitled "Images and Words: Artists 
Respond to AIDS," is scheduled to 
open at the Henry Street Settlement 
House on the Lower East Side on 
December 1 after it had been with¬ 
drawn from the gallery by its curator 
because of a dispute over the display 
of a banner on the outside of the 
building. The show has now been 
reinstated after a compromise was 
reached to display the banner on a 
building across Grand Street. 

The banner, which carries the 
words "All People with AIDS arc Inno¬ 
cent," was proposed by Gran Pury, an 
artists' collective that designs works 
about AIDS for mass display, including 
ihc current "Kissing Doesn't Kill: Greed 
and Indifference Do* campaign which 
can be seen on the sides of 40 city 
buses throughout the five boroughs 

A dispute arose when representa¬ 
tives of the Henry Street Settlement 
House Informed the guest curator, 
Humberto Chavez, that policy prohib- 


▼l 


ited the hanging of banners on the 
facade of the building. They then 
offered to display the banner in the 
gallery, but Gran Pury refused. "We 
don't do gallery art that will only be 
seen by people going into the 
gallery," Gran Fury member Robert 
Vazquez told Out Week. "Our work 
addresses the entire community in the 
public arena." An extremely busy 
Chavez was unavailable for comment. 

The incident emerged in a gay 
arts community already angry and 
tense from a recent fray over the 
National Endowment for the Arts' 
threat to defund ran exhibit of works 
about AIDS critical of many U.S. polit¬ 
ical and religious figures, 

Barbara Tate, chief administrator 
of the Arts for Living Center at the 
Henry Street Settlement has stated 
that Henry Street has previously had 
artworks on the front of the building, 
but this is the first request she has 
had for a banner that is considered a 
piece of artwork, framing the dispute 
as a matter of art versus advertising 

'Benson and Hedges did a jazz 
festival and wanted to put banners 
outside the building and we said no," 
added Daniel Kronenfckl, executive 
director of the Settlement. "Once you 
say yes to one person you have to say 
yes to everybody." 

The Henry Street Settlement is a 
century-old social service agency with 
an arts program that takes up ten per¬ 
cent of its $12 million annual budget 


QUOTE OF THE WEEK 

■Thero art to many Republican* who 
art sacratly flay and so many gay vot¬ 
ers who art secretly Republican, If* 
like living in a closet with two doors, 
not just one." 

— Michael Caruso, membership chair¬ 
man of Republicans hr Individual Free¬ 
doms. a gay Republican political club 
based in White Plains, at the kickoff of 
tha group's currant membership drive, 
during whkb Ceruso hopes to add 100 
naw names in as many days to their 
roster of ’several hundred’ members 
throughout the Northeast — A M 
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Among its programs arc a counseling 
service for people with AIDS and 
bereavement counseling for children 
whose parents have died of AIDS. 

The arts program at the settle¬ 
ment receives funds from a variety of 
private and public sources, not 
including the National Endowment 
for the Arts. “Images and Words: 
Artists Respond to AIDS,' which 
received no public financing, will be 
displayed in the gallery and lounge 
of the settlement’s annex at 466 
Grand Street beginning Friday, 
December 1 and includes works by 
47 artists and collectives. 

—Keith Miller 

Your day in 
court 

NEW YORK—A statewide associa¬ 
tion of landlords has asked the Stale 
Supreme Court for a permanent injunc¬ 
tion against recently hard-won tenant 
succession rights for lesbian and gay 
families, and tenant and lesbian/gay 
activists arc asking supporters to attend 
an upcoming court hearing on the sta¬ 
tus of the regulations 

Following this year’s landmark 
Brascbi v. Stahl case, in which the 
State Court of Appeals ruled that 
“non-traditional* family members 
must be treated the same as other 
family members under New York 
City's rent control guidelines, the 
state's Division of Housing and Com¬ 
munity Renewal (DHCR) announced 
similar amendments to statewide rent 
control and rent stabilization guide¬ 
lines to take effect immediately. 

But the Rent Stabilization Associa¬ 
tion, a landlord advocacy group, suc¬ 
ceeded in nullifying these emergency 
measures by obtaining a temporary 
injunction in Albany. This group and 
others arc scheduled to appear before 
the State Supreme Court on December 7 
at a hearing on whether the injunction 
will be vacated or made permanent. 

“We knew the landlords were 
going to sue,* said Michael McKee, 
member of the New York State Tenant 
and Housing Coalition, a state mem¬ 
bership organization of tenant's rights 


advocacy. “But we didn't count on a 
temporary injunction.* 

As well as broadening the defini¬ 
tion of “family* to indude lesbian and 
gay couples, the announced amend¬ 
ments prolcct the tenancy of unmarried 
heterosexuals, and people living as 
companions with or wfchout sexual or 
romantic involvement, such as senior 
citizens who are not related by blood or 
manage The measures also establish a 
uniform two-year residency requirement 
for establishing this relationship. 

“Landlords like to have vacant 
apartments so they can advance co¬ 
op plans and remove units from rent 
control,* said Tom Duarte of Succes¬ 
sion-Tenant Unity Coalition and a 
recent openly gay city council candi¬ 
date. who said he is confident, in the 
end, that the State Court of Appeals 
will support DUCK'S decisions 

“Wc are proud of DHCR,* Duane 
told OutV'eek, "for [ilsl far-reaching 
moves in recognizing the rights of les¬ 
bians and gays as tenants* The DHCR 
sets policy and regulations affecting suc¬ 
cession and other issues for the 150,000 
rent controlled and the over one r "ion 
rent stabilized households state . 

The hearing is on Thursday, 
December 7th at 9:50 am in State 
Supreme Court, 60 Centre Street in Man¬ 
hattan, in room ll6on the first floor 

—Rick Sugdcn 

The hand¬ 
writing is 
on the wall 

LOS ANGELES—Charges of graf¬ 
fiti vandalism against three AIDS 
activists were dismissed by the city 
attorney on Nov. 14, due to insuffi¬ 
cient evidence in the case. 

The graffiti, which was critical of 
the Board of Supervisors' response to 
the AIDS crisis, and which appeared on 
several city government buildings, 
including the department of health, 
sparked a massive investigation by the 
Los Angeles County Sheriffs Department. 

Attorney Marilce Marshall, who 
represented the accused, claimed that 
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the idtefllificaiiewi of the three men as 
the perpetttabfSN was. extremely quev 
tionaftte Alii of the witflssses-- in the 
case were efnjsil®$®es of the county,, 
and the»y idemlffefld the thflas me® 
feom vide® tapes of an ACT UP/Los 
Angeles; civil disdfaeifenaee actio® at 


the office of the Board of Supervisors-, 
aeeefdwg to Marshall. 

The police investigatk»i resulted 
in charges, of/liaiassmentii against the 
Sheriffs Depautnsnnt by tnemftm'. of 
ACT UP. In a letter to Sheriff Sherman 
Block,, the Ameecatt Civil Ltherttes- 


Union of Southern fcaifemiw accused 
the police- of iltegal surveiiflance and 
haitasirreiTtri: andi madfec a formal 1 
reqmestt for all police recordh consswtv 
ing ACT UP and its memtesst 

AtoShougb the Sheriffs Depaftnonitt 
respsutiidd by making available over 


SAN FRANCISCO—Several hundred poople marched from 
the Castro to city hall on the eve of November 27 to commemo- 
rite the 1978 assassinations of San Francisco Mayor George 
Moscone end openly gay Supervisor Harvey Milk, end to listen 
to speeches by his successor. Supervisor Harry Britt and others. 

In marked contrast to the 15.000 who gathered last year, 
the small group walked to the rhythm of a single drum beat, 
carrying candles, placards and. for many, iond memories ot 
the inimitable style of Harvey Milk who was affectionately 
known as the 'Mayor of Castro Street* 

Members of Boy with Arms Akimbo, a collective of artists 
end AIDS activists (pictured above listening to Britt's speech), 
carried placards connecting New York’s Stonewall Robelbon, 
the riots in San Francisco following the acquittal of Supervisor 
Oan Whito for the murder of Milk and this year's police vio¬ 
lence in the Castro following an ACT UP demonstration. 

"This Is a time to focus on the possibilities that Harvey 
left with us,* Municipal Court Judge Mary Morgan told the 


Photo; Darlene/Photographies 

crowd on the steps at City Hall. 'Harvey opened so meny 
doors, particularly for young losbians and gay man to follow in 
his footsteps* 

'Such a crazy guy from New York,* reminisced old-time 
Milk friend and successor Supervisor Harry Britt, ‘So hard 
headed and he had so little respect for respectability. But he 
could reach out and put his arm around a whole community 
and say to us. 1 really like you. I realty see something in you 
that's great And I want so much for the rest of the world to 
see that too. so they can come to respect the wonder and 
power of lesbian and gay lives." 

"The spirit of Harvey Milk is the spirit that controls the 
future of the society in which you end I Sve,“ Britt continued. 
"We have to believe thit and we havo to maka it happen. Har¬ 
vey’s deepest wish for his people was that wo put away all of 
those strategies that try to mako people ike us by being good, 
and replace them with strategies to make people respect us 
because wo ere strong.' —MJ. Murphy 
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200 photography five videotapes and 
other documents, the police refused to 
release all the records involved, the 
legality of which was contested by the 
ACLU. 

The released documents revealed 
that the Sheriffs Department also pho¬ 
tographed members of the gay and 
lesbian press, including a reporter for 
the Advocate and a journalist and 
photographer from The News, a local 
weekly newspaper, while they were 
covering an ACT UP news confer¬ 
ence. Other non-gay reporters were 
also photographed, including one 
from the Los Angeles Times, according 
to Davidson. 

—Sandy Dwyer 

Insurance 

assurance 
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I S Ikl N C T I V E 


WASHINGTON—After days in 
intense negotiation and partisan bick¬ 
ering over the failed capital gains tax 
cut, Congress went home for the holi¬ 
days in the early morning hours of 
Nov. 22 having finally passed a bud¬ 
get reconciliation bill which reinstates 
some, but not all AIDS dollars cut in 
October by the automatic Gramm- 
Rudman budget axe, and contains a 
key provision allowing former 
employees to retain their group 
health insurance for up to 29 months. 

The bill will now supercede the 
automatic across-the-board budget 
cuts which went into effect Oct. 15 
when Congress had not yet passed a 
budget reduction bill by the Gramm- 
Rudman-Hollings deadline. 

Previously, most AIDS spending 
had been exempted from the budget 
cuts. This year, however, they were 
subjected to the same automatic five 
percent reductions as were most all 
other federal programs, resulting in 
an $80 million cut from 1990's $1.6 
billion AIDS budget. 

But the bill also provides for the 
extension of the lime period during 
which former employees may be cov¬ 
ered by their group health insurance 
programs, from 18 to 29 months. 

The provision will allow recent! y- 
unemployed AIDS patients to contin- 
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ue to purchase group health insur¬ 
ance during the two-year period they 
must wait to qualify for Medicare dis¬ 
ability benefits. 

Previously, people with AIDS 
who left their jobs because of illness 
could pay their own insurance and 
retain their group coverage for only 
up to 18 months But because Medi¬ 
care recipients must be officially dis- 


Obituary 


Kevin Sutton 

Kevin Sutton, a resident of New 
York City, died of AIDS at Cabrini 
Medical Center on November 28. 
1909. following a brief hospitaliza¬ 
tion. He was 27 year* old. 

A native of Rogers, Arkansas, 
Kevin later received a B.A. with 
honors in Art History from Brown 
University, in 1984. Following his 
graduation, Kevin moved to Paris 
and there worked for designers Yves 
St. Laurent and Renata. 

For the past four years. Kevin 
served in many positions in the fash¬ 
ion industry at Tous Les Calecons, 
The Aubry Company and Springers. 

Funeral services were held 
November 30 in Rogers, Arkansas. A 
memorial service is being held Dec 
6, 8 pm, at a private apartment, SI 
West 19th Street, 4th floor, and is 
open to all those who knew Kevin. 

Kevin is survived by his parents 
of Rogers, Arkansas and his brother 
Thomas of Philadelphia. Those 
wishing to honor Kevin's memory 
are urged to contribute to ACT 
UP/Ncw York or CMHC ▼ 


▼l 


abled for a minimum of two 
years—six months longer than they 
were previously able to maintain their 
group health insurance—many were 
forced into the low-income Medicaid 
programs, or found themselves with¬ 
out any health coverage at all. 

With the new extensions, they 
may retain their insurance for 29 
months and go from the group plan 
directly into Medicare programs. 

Jeff Levi, Washington lobbyist for 
the Gay Men's Health Crisis, termed 
the legislation "major,* saying, To 
10m# degree this resolves the prob¬ 
lem," Levi added, "Obviously, the 
affordability of the premiums for 
someone who is out of work remains 
an issue, but that is different from 
having no access to insurance at all." 

—Cliff O'Neill 

Stop the 
Church, 

I want to 
get off 

NEW YORK—On December 10th, 
at 9:30 am, St Patrick's Cathedral may 
well be swamped with demonstrators, 
police and parishioners in what is 
expected to be the largest protest 
against the Roman Catholic church 
ever in New York City. 

ACT UP/Ncw York and the 
Women's Health Action Mobilization 
(WHAM), a direct-action committee of 
the Reproductive Rights Coalition, will 
stage the massive demonstration, 
which spokcspcoplc predict will 
attract at least 5,000 protesters. Accord¬ 
ing the groups' flyers, they arc staging 
the action "to draw attention to the 
political activities and lethal policies of 
John Cardinal O'Connor (Archbishop 
of New York! and the church." 

The activist groups say the issues 
arc the church's refusal to offer safer- 
sex education, to support a woman's 
right to abortion, to condemn homo¬ 


phobia and violence against gays and 
lesbians and to allow the use of con¬ 
doms and a dean-needle exchange 
program for intravenous drug users. 

"What we are talking about 
here," said WHAM member Stacey 
Mink, "is who Is going to tell you 
what to do with your body. / have 
control over my body and / make the 
choices, not the church." Mink said 
that both abortion rights and access to 
condoms and safer-sex information 
are issues of freedom of choice and 
the right to control one's own body. 

Members in both groups have 
expressed concern that the protest 
not be misconstrued as against the 
parishioners. "We are not attacking 
Catholics," clarified Mink, "we are 
attacking the church hierarchy and 
the Cardinal' Mink says a leaflet stal¬ 
ing the groups' support of freedom of 
worship will be handed out on the 
day of the protest at St. Patrick's. "We 
want Catholics to understand that 
their church makes policy that affects 
members and non-members in a mur¬ 
derous way," Mink said. 

For more information, call ACT 
UP at (212) 989-1114 or WHAM at 
(212) 713-5966 

—Rkk Sugden 

Lawyers on 
the law 

WASHINGTON—Representatives 
of more than 150 law schools which 
arc members of the Association of 
American Law Schools (AALS) will vole 
January 6 on a Bylaws amendment 
proposed by the Association's Execu¬ 
tive Committee to require all member 
law schools to adopt policies banning 
discrimination in admissions, personnel 
and placement policies on the basis of 
disability and sexual orientation, 
according to a memorandum from 
Betsy Levin, the executive director erf 
the Association, which was sent to all 
member law school deans last week. 

The vote will occur in San Fran¬ 
cisco during the Association's annual 
Sm OUT TAKES ca ptgt 71 
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I Remember Harvey 


by MJ. Murphy 


I n 1974 when Elaine Noble, an 
avowed lesbian, was elected to 
the Massachusetts State House 
of Representatives she became the 
first openly gay official elected to a 
public office in the United States. 
Thereafter, a parade of gay politicians 
and celebrities dimbed out of their 


dosets and marched down the main 
streets of Everytown U.S.A. in full 
public view San Francisco Supervisor 
Harvey Milk was probably the loudest 
and best known of them all. 

I lived in a big doset in Chicago 
back in November of 1977, but some¬ 
how I found Harvey Milk on a news¬ 
paper page buried deep somewhere 
in the first section. He had been elect¬ 
ed to the Board of Supervisors in San 
Francisco and, because he was gay, it 
made national news. 


Haney and constiluants at 1978 Castro St. Fair, which ha founded. 


The United States was really hop¬ 
ping that year. Anita Bryant, the 
orange juice queen, was leading a 
campaign to repeal a gay rights ordi¬ 
nance in Dade County, Florida. She 
had collected tens of thousands of 
signatures on petitions to bring the 
ordinance to the voters again, and she 
had become a national media star 
during the course of the campaign. 
Her photograph appeared on the 
cover of Newsweek magazine and 
inside were lengthy descriptions of 
the blossoming gay rights 
movement, gay lifestyles, gay 
relationships and more gay 
news than I'd ever seen in a 
publication. 

I began reading about 
Harvey Milk and Anita Bryant 
with more than just a passing 
interest. I was gobbling up 
every word, key phrase, image 
and photograph I could digest 
about the growing gay move¬ 
ment. It was the beginning of 
the end to my post collegiate 
what-am-l-doing, whcrc-am-l- 
going state of confusion blues. 
I was finally finding the 
courage to come out as a les¬ 
bian and in some way I felt 
that Harvey Milk understood 
my struggle. Maybe 1 wasn't 
that kid from Altoona, Penn¬ 
sylvania that he used to talk 
about, but we sure had a lot 
in common. 

Many of us were disco 
maniacs back in 1978, and 1 
was no exception. Sylvester's 
•Don’t Stop," Donna Summer's 
I'On the Radio* and *We arc 
Family* by Sister Sledge were 
the big hits downtown at The 
Bistro where 1 danced my 
heart out while waiting for 
that first big kiss, that first 
quivering moment with some 
wonderful woman 

In his biography of Har- 
Rink ve y* author Randy Shills 
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New York 


points out that alter the Dade County 
gay rights ordinance was repealed by 
a vote of more than two-to-one, Har¬ 
vey wrote in his column in The Bay 
Area Reporter, *No matter which way 
the vote in Florida went, wc won 
The word ‘homosexual* has now 
appeared in every household in the 
country. More good and bad was 


Ml means hope and 
we—no—you and you and you and 
yes, you. You’ve got to give people 
hope.* 

I will never forget Harvey Milk 
or the pride that he inspired in me. 
I'll never forget that terrifying day 
that he and George Moscone were 
murdered. Or the anger and rage that 


r. 

IVJ 


Moscone end Milk ot 1977 inauguration, 

probably written about it in the last 
few months than in the entire history 
of the world. Anita Bryant herself 
pushed the gay movement ahead 
and the subject can never be pushed 
back into darkness.* 

Supervisor Harvey Milk contin¬ 
ued to push forward in San Francisco 
and in speeches he was invited to 
give around the country as an elected 
gay official. One of those speeches, 
dubbed The Hope Speech,* originat¬ 
ed during his campaign for office, but 
continued to be a recurring theme 
throughout his short service to the 
community. 

*111 never forget what it was like 
coming out,* he said Mil never forget 
the looks on the faces of those who 
have lost hope, whether it be young 
gays, or seniors, or Blacks looking for 
that almost-impossiblc-to-find job, or 
Latinos trying to explain their prob¬ 
lems and aspirations in tongue that's 
foreign to them. 

'No It’s not my election I want. It's 
yours U wilt mean that a green light Is Ik 
that says to all who feel lost and disen¬ 
franchised that you can now go forward 


SFCity Hall Photo Rink 

inspired hundreds of gays to riot and 
smash windows at City llall on the 
night of Dan While’s sentence for 
manslaughter. 

Ten years after the assassination, 
over 15,000 people marched to those 
same steps of City Hall in San Francis¬ 
co to commemorate the anniversary 
of their tragic deaths. This year the 
quiet crowd that gathered there was 
considerably less in numbers, but no 
less in feeling and commitment. 

*lle cried for us He was pre¬ 
pared to die for us,* Milk's friend and 
successor Sup. Harry Britt told the 
crowd *He gave his life as a talented 
and brilliant human being so that wc 
might be free.* 

On a tape marked *IN CASE* that 
Harvey Milk recorded just after his 
election, he spoke of the danger he 
sensed he was in because of his out¬ 
spoken views. After naming possible 
successors in the event of his death, 
he recorded, "If a bullet should enter 
my brain, let that bullet destroy every 
closet door.* 

1 can hear the hinges popping 
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Positively Scandalous 


by Ray Navarro 


m Clause 28 (a recent act of Parliament about Burroughs-NWellcomc stockhold- 

™ outlawing any representation of ho- ers taking a loss in the market. Posi- 

I ransformation through moscxuality in the media). Positively lively Healthy brings the critical conv 

I information* is the sub- Healthy Ls dedicated to offering work- pooent of alternative medicine to the 

I text of Positively shops on nutrition, spirituality and foreground—the hostility of western 

Healthy, the newsletter published in complementary medicine in the face science to holistic approaches is 

London by a coalition of AIDS ac- of widespread misinformation. Sitting deeply seated in complementary 

tivists bearing the same name. Co- down with their newsletter, a reader medicine’s critique of the poisonous 

edited by former Heaven--- power structures sup- 

nightclub manager Cass ported by the *scien- 

Mann and gay historian-K— B-— Uftc paradigm.* 

Stuart Marshall, with Pn^ITTV^PTV E 1417 A I TH V B Marshall shows 
PWA activist Michael 1 V/iJl AAV EtLI XI X Q me a few gentle bum 

Callen acting as New wxkbw* marks on his hand. He 

York correspondent, Pas- niiwoiittiii moita uMintui is involved in a pro- 

ilively Healthy exempli- ---- cess known as moxi- 

fies the Action-Life |||| A E bustion, in which a 

agenda in the struggle to ^ I I Japanese herb is 

publish the latest news " ■ burned onto pressure 

about AIDS treatments, 11 points across the body 

HIV infection and “com- Mw\ in order to speed the 

plementary* (holistic) healing process. In the 

medicine. same breath he com- 

Wrongly criticized as ments, ‘One of the 

being unfairly hostile to problems with social- 

western science, co-cdi- teed medicine in Kng- 

tor Stuart Marshall de- land is that people are 

fends the newsletter's sHES very undemanding of 

position as being critical the system. They have 

of all approaches toward come to think of 

AIDS treatment, both al health care as their 

ternative and main- right, and do not 

stream. ’Unfortunately question medical au- 

we've been cast in the T, thority.’ The type of 

role of being against r'—~'^irr:rr.“r information that Post- 

western science. Howev- ~ lively Healthy offers is 

er, our position is to " ... seen as a threat, but 

doubt all experts, that is not only because it 

to doubt both western --- contests AZTs claims 

and alternative treatments,* Marshall is struck by the thoroughly critical po- to be the 'magic bullet* of AIDS treat- 

states, *ln England... 25 percent of sition it presents. This is not all about ments. Among other things, it has 

AIDS related deaths are the result of brown rice and bare feet In the same published the Claude Bernard study 

aetrogcnic admissions— that is—fuck- issue one finds an interview with Joe from France which questioned AZT s 

ups caused by maltreatment and mis- Sonrubend, research scientist and co- effectiveness in HIV positives alter 16- 

diagrioiis beforehand on the part of founder of AmFAR, conducted by the 24 weeks (after which it may in fact 

hospital su(T.* editors, and HIV critic Jad Adams in- break down CD4), as well as informa- 


England and the gay rights struggle An update on candidiasis (thrush) sits 
takes place against a backdrop of comfortably next to Wall Street gossip 


about Burroughs-NWellcomc stockhold- 
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London by a coalition of AIDS ac- of widespread misinformation. Sitting 
tivists bearing the same name. Co- down with their newsletter, a reader 

edited by former Heaven --- 

nightclub manager Cass 

Mann and gay historian -IK— B- 

POSI TIVELY E3 HE AI 

Callen acting as New 

York correspondent, Pas- imiromiiot mom lira 
ilively Healthy exempli- - 

PROFITS € 

publish the latest news " ■ B ■ 

about AIDS treatments, A JB 

HIV infection and 'corn- fVl 

plementary* (holistic) 

medicine. r. ZVSSZ. 

NWrongJy criticized as 
being unfairly hostile to 
western science, co-edi 

tor Stuart Marshall de- ”,* 

fends the newsletter's 
position as being critical 
of all approaches toward 
AIDS treatment, both al¬ 
ternative and main¬ 
stream. ’Unfortunately 
we've been cast in the 
role of being against - 

western science. Howev¬ 
er, our position is to 
doubt all experts, that is 
to doubt both western 

and alternative treatments,* Marshall I is struck by the thoroughly critical po- 


brown rice and bare feet In the same published the Claude Bernard study 
issue one finds an interview with Joe from France which questioned AZTs 
Son ru bend, research scientist and co- effectiveness in HIV positives after 16- 


hospital su(T.* editors, and HIV critic Jad Adams in- break down CD4). as well as informa- 

In this social context, aerosolized terviewing Mr. HIV himself, Robert tion about AZTs carcinogenic charac- 

pentamidine is still unavailable in Gallo, research scientist at the NIH. (eristics (it was found to be more dan- 
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gerous then the carcinogen used as a 
control in a recent independent 
study). Publishing this information 
has not created a 'party line* with re¬ 
spect to ACT. Some 75 percent of the 
group's members are HIV positive, 
and 33 percent of those have chosen 
to take ACT. The emphasis is on an 
informed choice. 

More to the point is the threat 
that hoi islics poses to the economic 
status quo of socialized medicine’s 
bureaucratic smooth-running ma¬ 
chine. Marshall states that, *...in 1992 
all the frontiers go down in the Euro¬ 
pean community (in the common 
market)...We'll have enormous 
changes in the way business is con¬ 
ducted...for example, in France 
homeopathy is illegal, and you can 
only buy vitamins and minerals in au¬ 
thorized pharmacies. In England, the 
medical profession will try to ratio¬ 
nalize the logic of the European 
Common Market by making it into 
English Law.* Under these conditions, 
folk medicine will be forced to un¬ 
dergo the same drug approval pro¬ 
cess as, say. the still unapproved 
aerosolized pentamidine. One current 
campaign against holistic alternatives 
is the so-called 'Campaign Against 
Health Care Fraud,* led by none 
other than a conventional cancer spe¬ 
cialist and a nutritionist. 

One should note that attacks 
upon groups such as Positively 
Healthy are politically motivated. The 
already precarious position of individ¬ 
ual practitioners of holistics make 
them a prime target for those who 
would defend western medicine's ’di¬ 
vine logic' of profit motive medicine. 
Notes from the underground, such as 
the Positively Healthy newsletter, fur¬ 
ther the status of complementary 
medicines, transforming them from 
being merely alternative to becoming 
oppositional. ▼ 

To subscribe, send 1800 for six 
issues to. Positively Healthy, P.O. Box 
71 Richmond; Surrey, 7W9 JD7 Eng¬ 
land, or phone 01.940.5355 



* Three VIP Suites with VCR's as well as cabins, rooms. & 69 Lockers 

* 18 - 25 yr. olds receive 1/3 off lockers at all times 

* Sun Special: Lockers 1/3 oft 8 a m. - 2 p.m., Mon. - Fri. 

* Nude Swimming encouraged in our 8Sf Heated Swimming Pool 

* Pool Party & Cook-Out Sunday 2 p.m with free beer 

* Full Gym with Instructor. 

* Aerobics Classes Mon., Wed., & Fri. 

8 p.m. Call 444-TRIM 

* Hair salon open from noon. 6 days 

a week with $8 haircuts 

* X-rated videos for viewing. 

rent or sale 

SAFE SEX WORKSHOPS 

featuring 

Sgt. Glenn Swann, his brother 
Carlos and other hot men. 

Live shows are held on our 
stage-. Call for times. 

This year, AIDS 
will shatter thousands 
of lives. 

You could help put 
one back together. 

Volunteer buddies are needed for 
people with AIDS in Manhattan. 

It’s not an easy job. But it can be very rewarding. 

Gay Men’s Health Crisis, the world’s first AIDS 
organization, will provide the training, supervision 
and support you need to make a difference. 

If you want to help put a life back together, please 
call the GMHC Volunteer Office at 212-337-3593. 

GMjC 

GAY MEN'S HEALTH CRISIS 



December 10,1989 OUTWVEEK 31 





wc write cogent articles, dearly, Mr. 
President, we have done a lot of 
growing up in the last nine years. 

So why unfit you lot us lesbian 
and gay men into the military ? t Vo'U 
bo good UP# promise. Pleas# 

It took me a long time to reach 
this level of maturity and sophisti¬ 
cation. During the 70s, 1 must 
admit, I personified the downward- 
ly-mobile stereotype of the typical 
lesbian peacemonger. I knew all 
the verses to *Blowln’ in the Wind*; 
I had a crush on Joan Baez; I 
prayed on Gandhi's birthday. I ac¬ 
tually thought there was something 
•wrong* with me for being a regu¬ 
larly voting citizen in the world's 
most militarily oppressive democra¬ 
cy. And when politicos from other 
countries called me an 'imperialist 
dog,* 1 wept. 

Then Ronald Reagan was 
elected president, and I began to 
re-think my place in the world. I 
saw that white North Americans 
were systematically disparaged by 
communists in Third Wbrid libera¬ 
tion struggles. I got in touch with 
how really validated and whole 
you can feel as a human being, 
when you internalize the fact that 
your country can perpetrate any 
number of invasions, coups, 
bombings and harbor minings, 
and successfully evade interna¬ 
tional justice every time. Finally, I 
developed a deep sense of Imperi¬ 
alist Dog Pride. Take that, Qadafi! 

Yet, as I became more politi¬ 
cally mature and sophisticated, I 
also saw that gays and lesbians 
with exemplary military records 
were being thrown out of the 
Armed Forces, simply because of 
their sexual orientation. And I was 
outraged. So I hope you will sec 
why this letter is not about El Salvador, 
Mr. President; this letter is about real 
social injustice! Compared to gays 
being discriminated against in the U.S. 
military, 1,200 civilian deaths in El Sal¬ 
vador is nada. (That’s campesino for 
'nothing.* Mr. President.) 

History has shown that, given a 
chance, lesbians and gays are just as 


Commentary by Susie Day 


Dear Mr. President, 

I bet you think that this letter is 
going to be about El Salvador. I bet 
you’re saying to yourself, ‘Christ. An¬ 
other letter from a lesbian. They're al¬ 
ways s'darn strident and anti-war 
about things. Everyone knows that 
lesbians cant have children, so 
they try to adopt the Third World. 

No doubt this is one of those 
whining lesbian letters about end¬ 
ing U.S. military involvement in El 
Salvador* 

Well, you’re wrong, Mr. Presi¬ 
dent. Deeply wrong. For, although 
I am a lesbian, this letter is not 
about El Salvador. Please do not 
assume that all lesbians and gay 
men arc peace activists; this is an 
offensive, hetcrosexist stereotype. 
Many of us are, in fact, mature, so¬ 
phisticated political leaders, who 
arc Firmly committed to gaining 
equal rights at every level of soci¬ 
ety. Til is includes equal rights in 
the U.S. Armed Forces. Therefore, 
if I, a mature sophisticated lesbian 
of today, were to say to you, my 
president: 

•STOP U.S. aid to the repressive, 
right-wing government of El Salvador 

•TAKE BACK the $85 million 
you've already designated for 
weapons and ammunition in the cur¬ 
rent fiscal year 

•DON'T SEND El Salvador any 
more money or advisors or bombs 
that have already killed over 1,200 


children and women and men in the 
last few weeks alone— 

I would be employing tired 
rhetoric to tamper with your First 
Amendment right as a president to ex¬ 


press yourself, using armed interven¬ 
tion. I would also be guihy of whin¬ 
ing. And I, as an au modeme lesbian 
activist of the 1980s, never whine. 
Today, when I experience discrimina¬ 
tion as a lesbian, I call all my gay ac¬ 
tivist friends together, and wc hold 
mature, sophisticated conferences; we 
sirategize effective legal campaigns; 
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capable of defending our country as 
our heterosexual counterparts—and 
we can be just as indifferent to the 
wholesale devastation of native peo¬ 
ples and cultures, too. You don’t 
have to worry about our being secu¬ 
rity risks, Mr. President; not when we 
are primarily concerned with equal 
rights. Why, for instance, should gay 
people care about a few hundred pa¬ 
triarchal, nuclear family units being 
torn apart in El Salvador, when les¬ 
bians and gays don't have the right to 
be legally married in the United 
States? It’s all a matter of priorities. 
Besides. Have you ever heard of a 
gay Salvadoran? 

So how could this letter possi¬ 
bly be about El Salvador? It’s just 
that gays and lesbians want to be in¬ 
cluded in a progressive fighting 
force that has already opened its 
armed arms to people of all races 
and both sexes. One of the best ar¬ 
guments I can think of for U.S. mili¬ 
tary domination of the planet is that 
our government teaches its disad¬ 
vantaged youth valuable skills in 
decimating whole populations, at 
the same time it gives them free 
health care. Why, my own dad went 
into the army in the 40s because he 
needed food and clothes and an ed¬ 
ucation. You may think it ironic, but 
I find it a source of great pride, Mr. 
President, that I, as a no-frills, right- 
on dyke, could be the indirect result 
of a G.l. Loan. 

So forget about El Salvador; ho¬ 
mophobia huns everyone, Mr. Presi¬ 
dent. Wc, as lesbian and gay activists 
of the 80s, simply want equal rights- 
We want equal rights to bomb and 
strafe and pillage and rape and humil¬ 
iate and do kinky things with bayo¬ 
nets, just like you normal people do. 
We want the right to hole up in Third 
World luxury hotels with the Green 
Berets and order room service on the 
CIA's tab Help us to help you make 
the developing world safe for right- 
wing death squads. Please, Mr. Presi¬ 
dent. Wc look real good in uniform. 
Just give us a chance to serve our 
country. It will be as if El Salvador 
never existed. ▼ 
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Political Science 


Big Brother is Watching You 


by Mark Harrington 

’As if is designed, parallel track 
uAU not work. Wbat was actually put 
in place is an invitation to disaster. It 
will prevent us from finding drugs 
that will help people.' 

—Douglas Richman, M.D. 

AIDS Clinical Trials Unit (ACTU) 
Principal Investigator (PI) 

Unrv. of California, San Diego 
The Sew York Times, 11.21.89 

7 was quoted out of context’ 
—Douglas Richman, M.D. 
Bethesda, MD. 11.21.89 

E very nation has its Pravda, 
its citadel of disinformation, 
whence official falsehoods 
are dispensed with a noblesse doblige 
so bland many citizens are grateful to 
have their thinking done for them, 
conventional wisdom pre-packaged 
for just pennies a day. No one has 
worked harder during this shameful 
decade to propagate the lethal fiction 
that all is well in an America blighted 
by the four horsemen of our viral 
apocalypse—bureaucracy, greed, ho¬ 
mophobia and racism—than our own 


Pravda, The New York Times. 

Thus it was no surprise when, on 
November 21, the Times published an 
unfounded, premature, dogmatic, bi¬ 
ased and inept attack on the right of 
people with AIDS to obtain treat¬ 
ments outside of government-spon¬ 
sored controlled clinical trials. The ar¬ 
ticle proceeded, with the flimsiest of 
evidence, to attack the Parallel Track 
program even though the ddl trials 
have been underway for just six 
weeks—far too soon to judge how 
expanded access will affect enroll¬ 
ment. I will bracket to the sidebar just 
how many ways Gina Kolata was 
wrong and leave to others to docu¬ 
ment just bow shoddy was her ■re¬ 
search" (Jim Eigo's letter to Times edi¬ 
tors sums up the key points 1 Xeroxed, 

P'8* 9D 

What are the motives for collu¬ 
sion between the US. biomedical es¬ 
tablishment and the established print 
media? Both of them share an instinc¬ 
tive antipathy to the fundamental de¬ 
mand raised by people with AIDS 
during the epidemic—the demand for 
autonomy to make their own treat¬ 
ment decisions and to question the 
hitherto unquestioned authority of 
academic medicine and mass media 
alike. Larry Corey, of the University of 


Seattle, who chairs the ACTG Execu¬ 
tive Committee, said last week that he 
views the AIDS Clinical Trials Group 
(ACTG) as "a giant combine cutting a 
swathe through the field of AIDS.’ 

With its present policies, the 
ACTG may more aptly be considered 
a combine cutting a swathe through 
the people with AIDS themselves At 
the ACTG Primary Infection Commit¬ 
tee (i.c., the "HIV Committee") on 
Wednesday, November 8, chairman 
Thomas Merigan, M.D., of Stanford, 
architect of the ACTG system and pur¬ 
veyor of ddC, lamented: 

The Treatment IND for ddl is drawing 
patients away from our trials. There 
is a temptation for our patients to 
leave the program—an unfortunate 
loss... Wo‘ro going to monitor on a 
monthly basis tho comparative ac¬ 
cruals in tho ddl studies and expand¬ 
ed access. We’re going to look at en¬ 
rollment by zip code "catchment 
areas." We may need to uso this in¬ 
formation to argue against the use of 
Troatment INDs at the start of Phaso 
II—after alt we rathe people most af¬ 
fected by it 

Like the researchers he manipu¬ 
lates, Merigan seems to be suffering 
from a delusion that the ddl Treat¬ 
ment IND affects him more than it af- 


12 Reasons Why the Times is on the Wrong Track 


t) AIDS Clinical Triala 6roup IACT6I anroUment has always bean 
shockingly low. 

1) According to ono N1AJ0 winder, enrollment into the ddl mats Is 
actually tester dun expected 

3) The expended access protocols tor ddl ere /rorParalleJ Track; PT 
has not been finalized ddl ie available on Trvjtmenr IND end 
Open Setery protocol*, which existed long before Parallel Track. 

<1 The expend* d aceesa protocols for ddl optntd before the con¬ 
trolled trials, m most places due to ACTS bureaucratic delay* so 
Stay am not "parallel.* 

51 ACTS researchers were busy in August with their AZT results 
from trials 015 and Oil So they didn’t begin to focus on toe ddl 
trills until September. By then, It was clear that ddl might be 
toxic at higher dotes 

81 The three ACTS ddl protocols were mwrittan in Sapumber to re¬ 
flect toxicity fears, end dotages warn reduced 

7) The dose reduction meant that Bristol-Myers had to relabel thou- 


tend* of picket* of powdered ddl for the trials 

St The new protocol* had to be approved by local InsBtutionel Re¬ 
view Boards URBi) at the 45 ACTU sites. 

W Informed consent forme had to be rewritten end resubmitted to 
IRBe as wel. IRBe usually meet once a month or lest. 

101 ACTU tiias failed to screen any of the hundreds of peoole on 
their waiSftg list until the IRBs spprovsd lie new protocols 

11) Most people getting ddl from expended eccees ereri t even eh- 
0 >ble for the controlled trials Bristol-Myers leys only ax percent 
o< psople applying (or expended access did not mest toe entans. 
which were designated to admit those ineligible for ckmcel trials 

12) Although it's six months since the ACTG leaked results from it* 
Will 002 and OH showing that lower dotes <500 mgftJey) of AZT 
•re safer and just as effective at Ore high doea use i for the last 
three yean, its ddl trills 111 and 117 ere itiil using 1200 mgi’dey 
of AZT—en unnseaseenty high and toxic sole This alone ie a 
major dialncantfva to enroll In thalr trials 
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feels people with AIDS, people with 
no other treatment options, people 
who have suffered high, prolonged 
and unnecessary toxicity from AZT, 
for whom the Treatment IND is de¬ 
signed. Mcrigan continued: 

Thera are early signs of a downturn 
in accrual. Most ol our Phaso I or II 
studios are pausing in accrual. The 
ddC studies are not accumulating 
many patients. We need to define a 
window of usage for ddC. In the study 
of ddC for long-term AZT users, six 
sites are willing to participate, but 
only two may accumulate 
patients—it hasn't opened yet ddC in 
AZT intolerant patients may not open 
in this country—it may have to bo 
done in Europe. 

Mcrigan is upset about the 
prospects for ddC trials because he 
was the principal author of previous 
studies and the principal investigator 
of the current ones. Such career ad¬ 
vancement. rather than therapeutic 
benefit to people with AIDS, is the 
chief motive for the clique of ACTG 
researchers who consume hundreds of 
millions of our dollars and wish, con¬ 
currently, to deny anyone access to 
■their drugs’ outside of *their trials." 

Paul Vblbcrding, principal investi¬ 
gator (PI) of the recently-suspended 
ACTG 019, is also PI for ACTG 117, 
the study of AZT vs. ddl in people 
who have taken AZT for more than 
■18 weeks. Considering Douglas Rich- 
man's discovery that AZT-resistant 
strains of HIV were found in the 
blood of each person he measured 
who had been taking AZT for longer 
than six months, this trial may well be 
difficult to fill. Volbcrding spoke for 
many researchers when he said: 

Wa applaud the vigilance of tha Pri¬ 
mary Infaction Coro Committee for 
keeping records on this. 

At least they're finally paying at¬ 
tention to the community. It's about 
time they were upset about some¬ 
thing. Like community-based re¬ 
search, Parallel Track and PWA self- 
empowerment threaten the hitherto 
unquestioned monopoly of research 
academics. Just think—people with 
AIDS may prefer to obtain new drugs 


through their own physicians, who 
care for them, rather than from the 
clever, federally-sponsored re¬ 
searchers who keep coming out with 
new ways to use AZT, but cant come 
up with a. single other treatment for 
AIDS or HIV infection. 

And here comes The New York 
Times, leading the charge to protect 
the career prerogatives of these re¬ 
searchers, not even bothering to ask a 
person with AIDS for his or her per¬ 
spective. Kolata's article, and the re¬ 
searchers' fears, came down to the 


sentiment voiced by Harvard’s IPr. 
Jerome Groopman: 

If tha philosophy is that anyone can 
dacida at any point what drugs he or 
she wants to taka, then you will not 
be able to do a clinical trial. 

This is flatly untrue. People with 
life-threatening conditions have the 
same right to evaluate available infor¬ 
mation about approved and potential 
treatments that scientists do. More¬ 
over. they do not have the lime scien¬ 
ce POLITICAL SCIENCE «■ yaga J7 
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GLAAD 

TIDINGS 


GLAAD Tidings u a regular 
uveUy column by the Gay And Les¬ 
bian Alliance Against Defamation 
la purpose is to bep readers identify 
and directly respond to homopho¬ 
bia in the media and in society 

Loving 
Living Color 

Homophobic, racist, sexist and 
anti-Semitic lyrics in rock, heavy 
metal and rap music have been much 
in the news recently. Among other 
media outlets, The Now York Times, 
/tolling Slone and Entertainment 
Tonight have repotted on this grow¬ 
ing problem. 

Heavy metal groups have gotten 
much of the attention, with Guns 'n 
Itoscs lead singer Axl Rose on record 
defending derogatory references to 
faggots in his group's best selling 
album and Skid Row lead singer Se¬ 
bastian Bach pictured in Billboard 
wearing a t-shirt that says ’AIDS Kills 
Fags Dead.* 

Lest we be accused of heavy 
metal defamation, we want to bring to 
your attention a refreshing counterex¬ 
ample. Billboard reports that at a con¬ 
cert in L.A. featuring the Rolling 
Stones and Guns 'n Roses, a member 
of one of the opening acts, Vernon 
Reid of the group Living Color, said to 
the audience, which he miglu reason¬ 
ably have expected to be unsympa¬ 
thetic to his views: 

Mf you don't have anything 
against gay people, dont call them fag¬ 
gots. If you dont have anything against 
Blacks, dont call them niggers* 

Vernon Reid's comment is right 
to the point. If you don't mean it. 


T. 


don't say it 'Faggot* is a hate word. 

We encourage you to write letters 
of protest to all the perpetrators men¬ 
tioned above. But we also urge you 
to write a congratulatory note to Ver¬ 
non Reid for his courage in speaking 
out to the concert audience in LA. 

Write to: Vernon Reid/Living 
Color, P.O. Box 407, Bushwick Fi¬ 
nance Station, Brooklyn, NY 11221. 

Sullivan 
on Suicide 

With role models like quarterback 
Doug Williams publicly ridiculxig fag¬ 
gots, It's no wonder that gay and les¬ 
bian teenagers arc an emotionally vul¬ 
nerable group. The special problems 
of gay youth were recently discussed 
in a report prepared by the Depart¬ 
ment of Health and Human Services. 
Called Report of the Secretarys Task 
Force on Youth Suicide, the document 
concludes that ‘gay youth are two to 
three times more likely to attempt sui¬ 
cide than other young people,* and 


calls for an end to discrimination 
against young people on the basis of 
their sexual orientation. 

Proving once again that right 
wing homophobes arc afraid that 
Americans might be exposed to the 
truth about gay people, Congressman 
Danncmcycr of California contacted 
President Bush and HHS Secretary 
Louis Sullivan demanding that they 
reject the portion of the report deal¬ 
ing with gay teens He made no sci¬ 
entific objection, of course, asserting 
instead that the report was simply 
*anti-family.* 

Because we have come to expect 
raw bigotry from Congressman Dan¬ 
ncmcycr, the real bad news is that 
Bush and Sullivan seem to be pan¬ 
dering to it. In a letter to Danncmcy¬ 
cr, Sullivan agreed that the views ex¬ 
pressed in the report about gay youth 
run contrary to his and his depart¬ 
ment's policy of advancing traditional 
family values Just how family values 
might be advanced by gay teen sui¬ 
cides is, of course, never addressed. 

The National Gay and Lesbian 
Task Force has asked for meetings 
with the president and 
Sullivan to discuss this 
issue. Bush has already 
declined; preventing sui¬ 
cides by gay youth is not 
part of his agenda for a 
kinder, gentler America 
Sullivan has not yet 
responded, and so we ask 
you to write him in sup¬ 
port of the Task Force's re¬ 
quest for a meeting. This 
is a matter of life and 
death. He must not allow 
his own prejudices to 
keep his head in the sand 
on the issue. 

Write to: Louis W Sul¬ 
livan, M.D., Secretary. De¬ 
partment of Health and 
Human Services, 200 Inde¬ 
pendence Avenue S.W., 
Washington. DC 20201. 

—Craig Davidson 



HHS Secretary Louis Sullivan 
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lists have to wait for results from con¬ 
trolled dinical trials. 

If people do not enter controlled 
trials, researchers must consider new 
ways of conducting them. It was iron¬ 
ic that Kolata's article came out on the 
second day of a major conference on 
AIDS dinical trials methodology. 

There, statisticians inspired by 
ACT UP'S National AIDS Treatment 
Research Agenda had confirmed that 
many of the ideas advanced by peo¬ 
ple with AIDS and AIDS activists did 
not conflict with the needs of science. 
Placebos are unnecessary (they 
haven't been used in cancer trials for 
decades). Exclusion criteria are too 
restrictive. Trials should allow new 
treatments as soon as they become 
available. People can be in antiretro¬ 
viral and anti-opportunistic infection 
Uials at the same time. 

But the researchers didn't seem to 
be listening. Their narrow-minded views 
were summarized by Ellen Cooper of 
the FDA at the end of the conference, 
when she criticized the notion that trial 
subjects could be heterogeneous. What 
could be more heterogeneous than the 
range of diseases and conditions atten¬ 
dant upon HIV infection? 

This, then, is the fatal blindness 
of the U.S. regulatory and research es¬ 
tablishment, as created by the likes of 
Ellen Cooper, Dan Hoth, Thomas 
Merigan, Paul Volberding, Larry Corey, 
Margaret Fischl, Douglas Rich man el 
aL: trials must be homogenous. Those 
who don't fit the inclusion criteria 
must iMsrt Too bad if some have to 
die —that’s science 1—we've got to And 
out.—we need your bodies to prove 
this drug works! That's the only kind 
of data peer-reviewed journals accept 
(Not to mention the FDA). 

The ACTG is like an enormous, 
costly, high-tech ocean liner—a 71- 
tanic —whose officers, smugly confi¬ 
dent of their own supreme ability, 
and blind to the realities of the ocean 
they are navigating, are steering 
straight into a massive iceberg— 
crashing into the very people they 
are supposed to be serving—the hun¬ 
dreds of thousands of Americans liv¬ 
ing with HIV. ▼ 
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For Lesbian and 
Gay Police it's a 
Struggle Battling 
Homophobia on 



GOAL at last summer's Gay Pride Parade 


RUE BLUE 


‘If I can't be a civilian at a demonstration then I'd rather work it. I 
want to be the cop dragging people away rather than there being some 
straight cop who might have a bad attitude, who might be having a bad 
day and Ls thinking. ‘I'm cold. I'm tired, I don't want to deal with these 
fucking faggots.'* 

—Police officer Louise Gomez 


the Force and 
Cop-Phobia in 
the Community 

by Michelangelo Signorile 


The cops. 

The phrase conjures up some biiarre and conflicting feelings Some queers cringe at the 
thought, with all sons ol visions—from the horrific to the simply annoying—dancing in their 
heads Restroom entrapment! Bar raids. Police brutality. Civil disobedience Speeding tickets 
Ugh' 

For others, the mete words increase testosterone and estrogen levels in the body as 
thoughts turn to nightsticks, badges, sunglasses, leather—uniforms’ 

But for some gays arvd lesbians, the cops doesn't produce either of these extremes or any¬ 
thing on the spectrum between them. For these people, the phrase means punching in, going 
to your locker, getting your detail, and covering your beat It means perhaps seriously risking 
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you/ life on a duly bub. and trying 10 do some good wahin a system 
tainted with corruption and homophobia li means constantly being al 
odds with many members of your own community who, when they 
think of oops, envision the enemy. 

And it means working within a field that has traditionally viewed 
gays and lesbians as pariahs when it came to enforcing the law. In 
fact, our very existence was, at one time, agairut the law. In some 
states ( still is. 

New York City, however, is now one of a few places in the 
country where police officers themselves arc protected from losing 
their jobs if homophobia is involved, and. according to many gay and 
lesbian officers, these charges are taken very seriously within the 
department. Such protection is a major advancement, considering that 
just a little over ten years ago, not one gay man or lesbian on the 
police force was out of the closet 

That changed in November of 1979, when, testrfying before the 
city counci, Sergeant Charles Cochrane became the first member of 
the New York City Police Department to publicly dedarc himself gay. 
A sudden new hero in the community, many thought Cochrane's 
coming out would sway the city council into passing the gay rights 
bill that year. 

Of course, the council took seven more years to pass the bid. 

But almost immediately Cochrane had rattled things up a bit 
throughout the NYPD. Swooped down on by local, national and inter¬ 
national media, he had broken the silence and challenged long-stand¬ 
ing prejudices regarding gay and lesbian cops Three years later, in 
1962, Cochrane co-founded, with retired officer Sam Caccone, the Gay 
Officer's Action League (GOAD That June, Ciccor* and Cochrane 
marched m the Gay Pride Parade as GOAL'S only members One year 
later membership was up to 35. Today there arc roughly 300 active 
members of GOAL and some 2,000 men and women have passed 
through the organization. 


After ten years on the force, Peter Guardino came out by 
marching with GOAL in the Gay Pride Parade in 1983. knowing that 
his hctcro fellow officers would be lining the parade route (the 
parade, in fact, is the way that most officers come out within the 
department) At the age of 42, Guardino has now been out on the 
job for six years. 

"A few people on the job knew that I was* he reflects. *A few 
suspected, but nothing was ever really made of it. I had a good repu¬ 
tation as a good cop. But like anything else, when you are pan of a 
minority and you do good work, they try to knock you down I feel 1 
wasn't given choice assignments When you're not out, you find out 
things sooner. It got back to me. I figured it'd be better to be out 
since I could be protected by law. 

•Where I work Tm the only so-called gay person I donl find k 
too bad, my working conditions. I don't have anything sakl about me 
And in 17 years it's amazing that my name's not appeared on bath¬ 
room walls Being out. it's hard for me to pinpoint homophobia Peo¬ 
ple kind of hold back comments when I'm around I don't think Tm 
treated [by the force) differently than anyone else now. I get along 
wxh mostly everyone I work with Sometimes, some people feel a lit¬ 
tle uncomfortable, but I think they may sense that I sense something 
about them—maybe that they're gay or something I donl have prob¬ 
lems with the people who are so-called straight." 


Al 27, Pedro Xfclazquez has been a cop for five years. 

•I moved here from Puerto Rico in August 1984 I [became a 
cop] for the benefits It was the best job 1 could find I only had two 
years of college Before that I was a jewelry salesman and before that 
a bookkeeper, but this is much better pay and benefits. I saw the ad 
in the newspaper and decided to go for it 

'I came out to my first partner and he transferred himself. Wfe 
were friends, used to go out drinking. I donl know what reason he 


gave them for transferring, lie couldn't tell them k was because I was 
gay, but that was k, I'm sure. 

"I decided not to lie anymore. When the guys would say, 'look 
at that ass, look at that cunt.' 1 wouldn't say anything Soon they were 
asking, 'are you married,' and I'd say. 'no, I have a lover.' 

•People talk behind your back They write things on the bath¬ 
room walls. But homophobia is all over, not just In the police 
department.* 


While many lesbian and gay cops still choose to stay in the clos¬ 
et, many others are out now. realizing that they are legally protected 
within the department, and also feeling secure that GOAL will help 
fight their battles. Though they encounter homophobia on a regular 
basis, and express 
that they are painful¬ 
ly coming out in one 
respect or another 
every day, openly 
gay and lesbian 
police officers are 
relatively comfort¬ 
able in their jobs. 

They speak of being 
part of the ‘family,* 
of being totally 
accepted and 
respected by their 
heterosexual part¬ 
ners and superiors 
In the subcul¬ 
ture that ia the 
police department, 
one has to prove 
oneself a "good 
cop.* The main cri¬ 
teria for acceptance 
among police offi¬ 
cer* is if one per¬ 
forms one's job y-yr Hl ., F 

well.* says Patrick TJ ,UE ® LU ^ C __ _ . . 

Saraci, a civilian din- Now re,ir * d Sergeant Charlie Cochrane m ISO 
kal psychologist who worked for the NYPD in 1981. *lf so. that per¬ 
son will be very well respected.* As Saraci explains, a police officer is 
putting his body on the line, risking his life all the lime. He or she 
wants more than anything to be sure that his/her partner will be there 
when the bullets sun firing, The biggest concern is 'being covered * 
Though they say they have to prove themsdves more than other cops 
(and though the women arc fighting sexism as well as homophobia), 
lesbian and gay cops claim that once they have proven themselves 
they are treated no difTently than anyone else and wind up develop¬ 
ing strong bonds with straight officers within the department. In this 
sense, they feel they are fighting homophobia within the department, 
educating fellow officers as wdl as higher-ups. 


*To me, we arc proving ourselves continuously,* states Louise 
Gomez, who, after a few years of going in and out of college, and 
after being an accountant for a while, became a police officer two 
years ago at the age of 30. 'Women in the department really do have 
to prove themselves even more. I would think very small men have 
the same problem. It's really strange, because the police profession is 
really macho. People arc not always aware that lesbians are macho. 
I'm aggressive. I think being a lesbian may actually work toward my 
benefit in that sense because they perceive a lesbian to be ‘not like 
the typical female' and tougher, maybe. Then again, that could just be 
me 'cause, see, I don't take shk from anyone.* 
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Tony i* in his early 20s. He's out in the deportment and has spo¬ 
ken to the press before using his full name But currently he's under 
consideration for an assigrnent which would include undercover work 
and says he can only speak on condition of anonymity. He lives in 
Brooklyn, where he grew up as the son of a police officer, in a family 
with a long line of police officers 

*ln my old precina they would hang stuff on my locker—DOA 
seals, that's Dead On Arrival, Property of NYPD, DOA stickers. It 
didn't really affect me. I didn't care I didn't let it bother me. Cops 
love to talk So you just ignore them. 

•Once you prove yourself, it's okay In my new precina it's 
great My lover comes in and the women in the office comment about 
how cute he is. They like him. I'm able to talk to them about prob¬ 
lems You know, we have the same problems My lover worries every 
night when I go u> work. He kisses me and tells me to be careful. If 
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Community Main Officer Vanessa Farro 

I'm making an arrest and I'm late, he doesn't sleep. He stays up all 
night worrying ’ 


Pepper (not her real name) had become s cop in the early 80s 
because she felt that working the child-abuse uni would be reward¬ 
ing ftit she left after a few years because of the mounting pressure of 
homophobia and sexism As someone who left the force, she tells i 
somewhat different story 

M worked in Harlem in the child-abuse uni.* she says. 'And I 
was loo busy working to be in GOAL or any other group 

If you're a woman on the job they arc uncomfortable with you 
unlesa you’re dating them or unless you're married. It was weird tike that 
'There were times when I saw excessive force being used on 
people because they were Black or gay. I would protest it by leaving 
the scene if 1 were to make a report or something, my back wouldn't 
be covered That means if I go to make an arrest and someone pulls 
their gun out, (the cops present) wouldn't cover me It’s happened to 
other people 

They're even suspicious when you don't get involved. If 
they're making an arrest and they beat someone up because they're 
gay, and if you don't go and give your liule kick, then you're 
cosJdercd not part of the cop family 

'All cops are net homophobes and racists, but I'd say at lean 60 
percent are. It’s pan of a whole kind of macho attitude. 

*1 was called a dyke once or twice. I was given a lot of shiny 
shifts, strange shifts. You can tell who gets the better shifts, the guys 
who are part of the good ol' boy network 

•You hear things in the locker room. That faggot' or that nigger.' 


To say there is no homophobia or racism is a joke. 

*1 think that police are necessary In this cky. (And gays and les¬ 
bians] should be on the police force, b's an honorable job if you don't 
go kicking people’s asses and throwing than in jail for no reason* 


Many gsy cops say the bigger conflict in their lives—bigger 
than homophobia encountered in the department—is the animosity 
between the gay and lesbian community and the police depart 
mem itself 

Historically, the lesbian and gsy communay and the NYTD have 
had a terrible relationship If Stonewall was a turning poku, many saw 
the violent raid only a few years ago of Blues, a Times Square dub 
frequented by gay men of color, as a step backward. On the whole, 
the community is mixed about whether or not the relationship has 
improved There is much more dialogue now.* says Lee Hudson, liai¬ 
son to Mayor Koch's office 'There are more internal avenues for peo¬ 
ple to pursue.* David Wertheimer of the Lesbian and Gay 
Anti-Violence agrees; The relationship between (the community and 
the NYPD] has evolved significantly over the past ten yean. I think 
that relationship is better than that between gays and police in any 
other cky In the country, tnduding San Francisco * 

But Donna Minkowitx, a writer for the Village Voice who has 
covered the lesbian and gay community for the past several yean, is 
in strong disagreement The current relationship is disastrous.* she 
opines ’Right now, for instance, you have cops calling people ‘fag¬ 
got' and 'dyke 1 wah impunity, thinking k's okay to do. It's unaccept¬ 
able,* Minkowitx also points to several cases recently in which police 
arrested the gay or lesbian person being attacked rather than the 
alleged attackers One of those of particular note which Minkowitx 
had written about from the beginning was the case of Joy DiVmcen- 
xo. who brought her lover to St Vincent's Hospital after she'd been 
raped. DiVmccnzo was allegedly verbally and physically abused by St 
Vincent's security guards When police were called in, they arrested 
DiVincenxo for assault (she was later acquired upon contemplation of 
dismissal) 'She was arrested after the was called a dyke and beaten 
upT exclaims Mnkowkx. 

Tim Powers of ACT UP, a group which has had many dealings 
with the police, characterixcs the police department is *i system 
which rewards cops for being racist, sexist and homophobic, putting 
us in a bad position, in a position where anti-gay bias crimes just 
aren't uken seriously * He points to an incident at last summer's Wig- 
uock Festival in Tompkins Square Park in which a gay man, Mark 
Carson, was arrested after he tried to come to the aid of three gay 
men in drag who were being beaten by several men wielding laaosse 
Micks. Carson apparently "upped* a police officer on the shoulder to 
call his attention to the gay bashing and was arrested for obstructing 
governmental administration Newspaper accounts of the incident 
repotted that the police were still slow to arrest the gay bashers *1 fell 
the police's attitude it Wtgstock, was, like, ’if you dress like that (in 
drag], you deserve what’s coming to you," says Powers 


Vrnny is 28 He's s police officer who is not fully out of the das 
« Even he doesn't know why *lt's s personal thing,* he says. *1 
know k'd be better for me to be out, but I-..J just don't know. My 
pinner, and the guys at GOAL and some people on the force know 
fm gay. but Tm not out to my higher-ups. my superiors 

’Demonstrations and stuff by gays is a conflict, without a doubt 
Inside of me, R bothers me. I’m totally on their side 

’We’re assigned to keep the peace, but unfortunately, demon¬ 
strators, because of the media, seem to fee! they must get them¬ 
selves attacked by the police. It makes the news I think it's 
misconstrued as police brutality. I've been on the side of the 
protestors before. It's always the demonstrators who provoke the 
police. I find R embarrassing 

*We had a police officer who had AIDS and was interested in 
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ACT UP and went to a meeting and was chastised by ACT UP mem¬ 
bers because he was a cop (this coukl not be independently con¬ 
firmed within ACT UP and among its membership]. I can't tell you 
how mad that made me. How discriminatory. I remember he fdt real¬ 
ly shiny after thaL 

"There was a time when the women [members of ACT UP after a 
City Hall demonstration last March) were illegally strip-searched It 
wasn't the police who did it. k was matrons—civilian members of the 
department But the media made everyone think it was the police. 
That’s probably why it's hard for me to come out. Because sometimes 
we make a spectacle of ourselves. Instead of sitting down with us, the 
gay cops, (ACT UPers) run around demanding ’ 


Many officers become defensive when the topic of the depart¬ 
ment's relationship with the community is brought up. Almost all 
whom I spoke with expressed uneasiness at working a demonstra¬ 
tion. Many felt that protesters, most of the time, overstep their 
bounds and that k puts the police in precarious positions. For a gay 
or lesbian cop covering a demonstration organized and attended by 
gays and lesbians, that can cause a major internal conflict Most, but 
not all, feel their first duty is to being a police officer and preserving 
the peace, although officer Louise Gomez says that she expresses 
solidarity with protesters and trys to let them know she's a lesbian. At 
last March's City Hall ACT UP demo she says she wore a little pink 
triangle, though wearing anything besides department insignia is 
against regulation. 

Quite a few lesbian and gay cops fed the communky is unduly 
hard on them. They say the community, and particuarly the more 
militant segments of k, atuck them all too often, and don't realize 
that "it's not all the police* who may be overly abusive. They express 
sadness at what they perceive to be a lack of support from the com¬ 
munky, which they find hard to understand. "If you believe in total 
anarchy, and believe that there shouldn't be a police force, then we 
can't even have a discussion," sates Cochrane "But if you feel there 
should be some kind of a police force, then you have to fed that 
gays and lesbians should be represented on that force. And they 
should be supported." 


"I wanted to be in a position where I could be of service to peo¬ 
ple. I wanted to be able to help people," says Vanessa Ferro 

In June of this year Ferro became a Communky Affairs Officer 
and the first police department liaison to the lesbian and gay commu¬ 
nity. She pushed hard for the job, having first applied in early 1987 
"When I came out, I had knowledge of the communky affairs 
division of the police department I had worked as a community 
affairs officer in the Bronx, and I had known about the CA division. I 
knew that the CA division at police plaza had liaisons for different 
groups —Blacks, His pa rues, Asians, even Europeans. I wondered why 
there wasn't one for the gay community and I felt that with all the ris¬ 
ing needs of the other communkies the department was able to 
respond by assigning a liason to get the police to meet those needs. 
So why not the gay communky? 

"Every time I opened a gay periodical I would sec anti-cop arti¬ 
cles and an anti-cop attitude. I fdt that gay liaisons, or a group of gay 
liaisons, would maybe try to turn that around. To find out what the 
needs are of the gay community and try to change that negative 
police image. 

"Being a oop in the gay communky is just as drfficuh as being 
gay in the police community. The biggest conflict is being looked at 
as a traitor by people in the community because I'm a police officer ' 
Last June, during the dedication of Stonewall Place, Ferro, who'd 
just taken over her new post, found herself at her first demonstration 
It was there that ACT UP had planned to silently protest while Mayor 
Koch took the podium. Bui, according to Donna Mmkowkz, m a story 
reported in Out Week "Ferro, wearing plainclothes, placed her hands 


on the cheats of ACT UP members and shoved them backwards just 
as Ed Koch began speaking The shoving by Ferro and other officers 
provoked chants from ACT UP." 

Ferro maintains that she was merely trying to keep the peace. 
She also realizes she made a mistake that she's sorry about "In my 
skuation as a communky affairs officer, my priority is to mediate and 
to try to bring peaceful resolutions to different demonstrations," she 
explains *1 don't have to take police action or do law enforcement. 
As a community affairs officer that is not my priority. I try to remain 
neutral. But I’m human. Sometimes I agree with the protesters and 
sometimes I agree with the police. [The Stonewall dedication demo] 
was certainly a conflicting skuation for me. I was in the middle of a 
rushing crowd of demonstrators and had no recourse but to plant my 
feet on the floor or be trampled I did not push people, but rather 
held my ground, and tried to calm people down. That was my first 
demonstration. I was trying loo hard and got caught in the middle. It's 
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Officers Peter Guardino end and Pedro Velazquez 


In spite of apparent conflicts, Ferro does feel she is making 
advancements in the department for the lesbian and gay community 
*1 think I'm changing thing* in the department Pm educating the 
department about what the community is about. Sometimes (my supe¬ 
riors] read about a demonstration, and they'll ask what k‘s about, 
they'll ask me what the issues are. I think I've opened up their eyes to 
the injustices of our city regarding gays 

"I've been called to speak to higher-ups in the department. 1 
go out and actively attend classrooms at the police academy and 
give sensitivity training. Also at the precinct levels. I have ongo¬ 
ing dialogues with the chief of the department snd other higher- 
up personal, regarding issue* and needs of our community and 
how the police could respond in a favorable way. Whenever I'm 
included in anything it is their intention to better the communky. 
They ask me my opinion on certain cases, bias incidents and 
demonstrations * 

"She's in a ridiculous and crazy position," says Tim Powers of 
ACT UP about Ferro. "She gets hell from both sides. But she's good. 
She really wants to genuinely know the issues, and really wants to 
help put things into to motion. 1 respect that." 

"I'd like k if people would call me when something happens, or 
even just to talk about condkions in general," asks Ferro of the com¬ 
munity. "IPs not all 27,000 police who may be doing bad things, and 
we, gay snd lesbian police, are here for you to come to " ▼ 


Vanessa Ferro can be reached al 212-374-5370 and urges all 
members of the lesbian, gay or any other community to call her unlb 
any problems or questions they may have regarding the New York City 
Police Department, 


December 10.1989 OUTTWEEK 41 





BEARING 

WITNESS 

Author, Editor, AIDS Educator 
John Preston Discusses His 
Latest Work, the Anthology 
Personal Dispatches 

by Sarah Pettit 

Photo: Gordon Fiedor 


I remember meeting John 
Preston and suddenly under¬ 
standing what the Mr. Benson 
brouhaha was about. In 1979, 
Preston wrote a book by that 
name which was serialized in 
Drummer. It became a cult clas¬ 
sic, with boys across the land 
slapping, ramming and dressing 
in time to the author's direc¬ 
tives. Preston has the same 
power of persuasion in person 
that he has historically main¬ 
tained in his writing. Piercing 
eyes, a slow, rolling voice, a 
certain composure that be¬ 
speaks control and talent. 

Currently the writer-in-resi¬ 
dence at the AIDS Project in 
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Portland, Maine, he has over the years 
worn more hats than Elton John: author, 
co-author and/or editor of over 30 
books including the popular s/m porn 
Master series, the adventure tales of 
Alex Kane, Franny, The Queen of 
Province town and Safe Sex, editor at 
The Advocate-, founder of the first gay 
community center in the states; board 
member of Maine's Health Foundation 
and its AIDS Project; sex educator and 
lecturer; book critic. While unusually 
dedicated to his dinosaur computer and 
the cold hinterland of the Vacation 
State, he does occasionally breach city 
limits. This time he did so in grand 
style and was nice enough to cut me in 
on hot chocolate and a spectacular 
view of the metropolis. 

Sarah Pettit: 1 reread your intro¬ 
duction and prologue to Personal Dis¬ 
patches yesterday, which led me to 
recall the enormous impact the book 
had on me the fast time 1 read it, how it 
haunted my dreams for several nights 
afterward. I know that people have had 
strong reactions to the anthology, as 
several pieces bring up very deep and 
unresolved arguments in the communi¬ 
ty. How did you, as an editor, manage 
to bring these disparate writings togeth¬ 
er in the context of one book and say, 
This is writing about AIDS,’ without 
either making them all some way toe 
the same line or sacrificing the integrity 
of each piece? 

John Preston: The pieces were 
written by a wide range of writers, 
everyone from icons of gay literature to 
previously unpublished writers. 1 think 
it's inevitable that people are going to 
review it in terms of the finite articles, 
but 1 do think this is a book, in the best 
sense of the word. In my introduction I 
talk about how EJ.GrafPs piece on the 
Politano family (’Bring Them Home*) 
was really the beginning of the process. 
It was a brutally honest piece that rever¬ 
berated through many people's psyches 
when it appeared in Bay Windows. 
Although extremely romantic—it pulls 
one's gut to see such a totally support¬ 
ive, never abandoning family—it was 
also honest in the truly corporate sense 
of the word. One felt the newspaper's 
honesty, the writer's honesty, the fami¬ 
ly's honesty. The progression of the dis¬ 
ease was described in an unrelenting 
fashion, but also in an entirely non- 
manipulative fashion. It allowed me, and 


many others, to grasp hold of what was 
happening in a way that we hadn't 
before. We had seen ’victim’ stories 
before and we'd seen polemic—in the 
worst and best sense of the word—but I 
don't think we’d seen this sort of writ¬ 
ing. 1 don't think I was immediately 
aware of a book, but I did write a few 
people and ask, ’Are you seeing this 
son of writing?" That's when I got the 
first few pieces back and when I real¬ 
ized that something was happening with 
writing about AIDS. 

SP: What is really interesting is that 
most of this new writing was being 
done outside of the mainstream in small 
gay ’bar rags,’ if you will. The commu¬ 
nity had grabbed a hold of any 
resources it had and used them, trans¬ 
formed them into things that are really 
very unique. They are playing roles 
they never did before. 

JP: There's no question that many 
gay journals have risen to the cause in 
ways that 1 don't think we had any right 
to expect them to. I was very self-con¬ 
scious about making sure they were rep¬ 
resented, not for the sake of ’balance," 
but simply because I was after the finest 
writing. I knew some of the finest writ¬ 
ing was in Bay Windows, Front Page in 
North Carolina and Update in San Diego. 

I am particularly proud to include those 
in an anthology. Other people may 
have avoided them for the very reason 
that they were not prestigious, not 
metropolitan. What I care about is that 
each author tried to do his or her best, 
because ultimately what holds this book 
together is its sense of first person hon¬ 
esty. The Publishers Weekly pre-publica¬ 
tion review made note that the drive of 
each author was to bear witness, and in 
rereading the book, I was struck by how 
often that word was used. It's In my 
stuff, it's in Andrew Holleran's, it's In 
Scott Tucker’s and so on. I think that the 
unblinking bearing witness binds the 
book together and is its success 

SP: The last ten years have seen the 
creation of several Holocaust archives, 
places where survivors of the camps can 
record their stories. They allow for the 
viewing of a nightmare in retrospect, 
from a different space. Wholly different 
about the present sort of bearing witness 
is that it's witnessing in the midst of the 
nightmare. Speaking out in the midst of 
an event has to hold with it the notion 
that witnessing can effect change. 

JPi I come from a very strongly reli¬ 


gious background and find Christianity 
to be one of the most ludicrously primi¬ 
tive religious. Still, it uses a very rich 
vocabulary and the word ’witness’ is 
not a passive word, it’s a very active 
verb. To "witness’ is not simply to make 
note, not simply to record, although 
there is is power in that. It is to go out 
and see what is going on Many of the 
contributors to this volume are activists, 
they are doing things that must be done. 
There’s a quote at the beginning of the 
book, ’For some of us must storm the 
castles. Some define the happening,’ 
that 1 hesitated before using because it 
seemed to imply a separation of roles. 
Writing one hand, action on the other I 
kept it in because 1 came to understand 
that it was a corporate statement, that 
both must be done and that much of it 
is done by the same people. We do 
break those roles over and over. 

SP: It's maddening to me that some¬ 
thing which speaks for so many voices 
can be ignored Even though it's pub¬ 
lished by a mainstream press and has 
had good reviews from PW and Kirkus, 
the traditional veins of reception, it still 
battles with its own status Whether this 
son of reading ever makes its way into 
the hands of the white bookreading 
public is questionable. I don't mean to 
pronounce a premature judgement on it, 
but it does seem that we're constantly 
creating these strong and powerful 
mementos for ourselves and yet it takes 
something like the Quilt—square of 
miles of death memorialized—for our 
efforts to be acknowledged. There has 
to be an active denial of voices. It's not 
just these things are one in many, peo¬ 
ple are simply not wanting to hear the 
resonances. 

JP: I am painfully aware that that's 
true. I used to do a great deal of college 
lecturing three years ago when AIDS 
was a hot, important topic. As a gay 
man who had sex education credentials 
and had written a mainstream book on 
risk reduction through safer sex, I was 
sought after because the panic felt over¬ 
rode their problems with having a gay 
man speak on anything. I was perceived 
as someone who had information for the 
common good. It’s of note that I 
haven't been invited onto a college cam¬ 
pus in 18 months. 

SP: At a time when it's being 
exposed that straight high school and col¬ 
lege-aged students are having a far high¬ 
er statistical outcome in the crisis than 
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people were willing to acknowledge... 

JPi I think the entire society is in a 
mammoth state of denial and has fallen 
back on its worst defenses. People have 
grasped hold of the media overplay of 
AZT thinking, 'Oh, we have the pill so 
why worry?* They take solace in the 
comforting words about making AIDS a 
chronic condition and not a deadly dis¬ 
ease. All of which flies smack in the 
face of reality. It also goes back to the 
initial, primitive assumption that there 
are risk groups and only the risk groups 
need worry about this. In the last weeks 
the head of the World Health Organiza¬ 
tion stood up and said, "We re going to 
lose this battle because of complacen¬ 
cy.* Giving to AIDS organizations has 
taken a nosedive. We’re no longer able 
to provide the basic services we used to 
and the numbers continue to grow. But 
the complacency is cur's too. Recently, 
there was a report of sudden, drastic 
increases In anal gonorrhea in Seattle, 
Washington. That is terrifying. There is 
an assumption that gay men know all 
that they need to about safer sex, which 
is belied by every 19 or 20-year-old I see 
who tests positive because he committed 
unsafe acts. The commitment to educa¬ 
tion about sexuality and sexual behavior 
needs to be a total, lifelong commfcment 
and it hasn't been. 

SPi I know from my own experi¬ 
ence as a lesbian that that’s true. I called 
up a safe sex hotline looking for infor¬ 
mation, wanting to know what was per¬ 
missible and what wasn’t. I had a pretty 
good idea, but wanted to hear it from an 
‘authority.* A woman answered the 
phone and before I got two words out 
she said, "He'll have to wear a condom.* 
I answered, ’Well, he’s a she,* and it son 
of deteriorated from there. It's very 
frightening because even if you're will¬ 
ing to take the initiative to be educated, 
there are barriers to education. 

JPi I wrote a book for NAL called 
Safe Sax A newspaper in Maine sent a 
writer to interview me even though I am 
considered dangerous, or at least exotic 
beyond belief, by lots of the publishing 
community in Maine. The guy came in 
and was visibly upset. He began by say¬ 
ing, *1 need to tell you that when your 
book came into the office it was treated 
like a dirty joke and this assignment 
didn’t fare much better.* He had read 
the book and said that after he got over 
his discomfort with the overtly porno¬ 
graphic descriptions, it dawned on him 


that it was about saving lives. He added 
that he was proud to be doing the inter¬ 
view. But. I don't think those moments 
still occur. The barriers arc going up. 
That doesn’t mean we stop. I think the 
fact that Personal Dispatches exists, for 
example, is a defiant statement by the 
authors. It says, "This did happen. We 
have paid attention. We have lived.* 

SPi You must certainly believe in 
defiant statements and the power of 
writing. You’ve written or edited about 
20 books, including Franny, the Queen 
of Provincetown and the Master series. 
How do you see these different works 
feeding off one another? 

JPj The one thing that’s very dear 
to me, and it's hard to explain to other 
people, is the extent to which these are 
a whole. I don’t feel schizie about it at 
all. I want to be totally pretentious and 
say that it has been a real struggle to be 
a pomographer in our society and to get 
any respect for it. 1 have demanded of 
myself that I write good pornography 
and 1 have also been defiant about the 
fact that I will be taken seriously as a 
writer. I have stood by that and have 
paid dues for that, but I think I have 
won. I do, however, consider it the great 
tragedy of my life that I cannot get the 
stuff published anywhere anymore. At 
least, not with any iota of dignity that 1 
would demand as a writer. 

Sft One of the ways that gay writ¬ 
ing has been accepted, and I don’t think 
lesbians have been allowed this yet, is 
by being white, university-educated gay 
writing. W.H. Auden, Edmund White 
and David Leavitt arc a few names that 
shoot to mind. They arc prized by the 
mainstream in a way that the vernacular 
will never be. 

JP: I think what you’re talking 
about is gay men who are so polished, 
that they can't be denied by the 
academe. And let me say that I do 
admire much of their work, but the 
love of the academe is extremely 
seductive. I think I speak to and for an 
audience that other people don’t. My 
audience is vital to me and the intense 
populism from I work. One of the 
things I get from living in Maine is 
being with that audience. 

I just got very angry with the Maine 
Arts Commission. I discovered that in 
order to get this grant to work with 
PWAs, they had to waive my designation 
as an artist. It turns out that only Maine 
state anists are eligible for grant money. 


So, stupidly, I went through this elabo¬ 
rate process to become a Maine state 
touring artist and it included having to 
give a reading to the commission. 1 read 
the epilogue to Franny, my statement of 
what it means to be a gay writer. I was 
halfway through when I realized that this 
statement was utterly incomprehensible 
to the group of straight men and women 
I was addressing. I was really struck by 
that because a part of me says that litera¬ 
ture is specific and that the way to the 
universal is through the specific. But 
we’re taken so unseriousiy as gay artists 
that no one can find the universal in 
what we’re saying. Perhaps, that’s our 
fault. Perhaps, I'm so vernacular that I 
can never get out of this audience. 

I have anotherr small grant from 
the Maine Arts Commission that allows 
me to work as the writer in residence 
at the AIDS Project in Portland. I 
applied for it and received it under a 
certain set of assumptions. I can now 
sec they were fascile assumptions, 
although I don’t mean to put the com¬ 
mission down on this one. They 
seemed to believe that fine poetry 
would come from this grant work, as I 
would be working with people in the 
midst of the crisis, people who were 
suffering in this epidemic. What I 
found was something close to illiteracy, 
if not true illiteracy then cultural illiter¬ 
acy. I was staggered by how few peo¬ 
ple feel they have the right to write; 
the extent to which writing has become 
something for a rare class of people. 
Rather than working on people’s poet¬ 
ry, I was having to help people write 
letters. The most common request 
comes from people who are terminal 
who want to leave a record, a footprint 
In the sand. When their time comes, 
they turn to writing even though 
they’ve felt totally disenfranchised from 
writing the rest of their lives. 

The first time this happened, it was 
with a father who desperately wanted to 
leave behind a letter to his son. He want¬ 
ed the son to have something that proved 
that his father had loved him. It was too 
horrible, too beautiful and too hard to 
begin with, but was made even more so 
because the father was 19.1 almos need¬ 
ed something like that to prove to me 
how important writing is. ▼ 


John Preston will be reading at the Les¬ 
bian and Gay Community Center on 
December 12 at 800p.m. 
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Lest you think that the Netlonel Inquirer, In whose pages these headlines recently appeared, has finally 
gone off the deep end, let me assure you that these are actual Incidents In the eventful life of Journalist- 
tumcd-scandallst Gcraldo Rivera. 

Rivera has also had his nose busted by white supremacist skinheads (on camera), and, according to the 
inquirer, was ambushed by the Viet Cong In Cambodia. Rivera will tell all In a soon to be-released autobiogra¬ 
phy (volume one of several Is my guess). 

'I Just didn’t care about my own life. I only cared about the story,’ the f nqulrer quotes Rivera as saying. 

I know Just what he means. 

Why, Just last week I spent an hour on the phone with the press office at the national headquarters of the 
Assemblies of God Church in Springfield, Missouri, read the bUtlve, covered an ACT UP meeting from start to 
finish and attended a GMHC press luncheon: pasta salad again. 

A reporter's life Is truly dangerous. 

Just wait until I write my life story. 

— Andrew Miller 
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JESUS, MAJty AND MOORE 
John Moore at BAM 


Donald Glakarda somewhere 


WATCH THE BIRDIE 

James St. James and Onyx at Red Zone 


Photos by Ericb Conrad 
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BY BRADLEY BALL 


Dear Brad: 

Something terrible happened and 
l think I'm going to lose my mind 


For the benefit of those readers 
who may be unfamiliar with this col- 


a jar of library paste and any old mag¬ 
azine (use this one if you want but 


from worrying about it. About two 
days ago I found out 

Dear Readers: 

I have decided that we shall not 
discuss other people's problems this 
week. Instead, I wish to tell you about 
something that happened to me. 
Circumstances (the details of which are 
unimportant) compelled me to go by 
Rockefeller Plaza one day last week. 1 
was feeling almost happy— primarily 
due to the fresh, sharp Arctic snap in 
the air which always takes me bock to 
those simpler times in the old coun¬ 
try—when 1 turned the comer at 49th 
Street and was confronted by that 
enormous Christmas tree, that fell 
reminder of the evil season which has 
more or less officially begun. After 
allowing myself a few moments of bit¬ 
ter reflection (What manner of human 
being would shatter a young person's 
trust so callously and completely? What 
manner of society conspires so effi¬ 
ciently and relentlessly year after year 
after year to mock this dark memory?) 
I realized, with weary resignation, (hat 
the time has once again come to put 
‘Operation Bradley* into effect. 


umn, 1 will explain. (For the rest of 
you, no explanation should be neces¬ 
sary by now. You know what needs 
to be done, so go do it. You can 
always come back later and read the 
little box on the corner of this page 
I'm sure it's very funny.) ‘Operation 
Bradley* was started eight years ago 
as a way to provide relief from the 
socially enforced ‘jolliness' of the 
season and to claim the holidays for 
ourselves by creating our own special 
brand of merriment. At its heart, in 
fact, this ‘Operation' Is really all 
about outreach, which I'm told by my 
experts is quite essential to the com¬ 
munity—however one chooses to 
construe that term—so there is an 
aggregate benefit 

First, examine your circle of 
friends—if you don’t have any, make 
some for the time being (they're only 
strangers you haven't met yet, if that's 
possible)—determine who might be 
in the happiest relationship—or any 
relationship at all, the quality, as is so 
often the case these days, hardly nut¬ 
ters—and then wreck it It's that sim¬ 
ple. In fact, the operation can be 
handily executed with just some red 


only after you've read all the articles). 
Even a 25 cent telephone call can do 
the hick, If placed at the proper time 
to the proper party. 

You may, of course, choose to 
make it more complicated; I leave 
elaboration and extravagance entirely 
up to your discretion. Past partici¬ 
pants have told me that it's sometimes 
more fun, and therefore more satisfy¬ 
ing, to work in teams. In fact, judging 
from my readers' responses, the 
inherent possibilities arc so vast that 
just considering them all is far more 
entertaining than having to compile a 
shopping list One person, for exam¬ 
ple, wrote to say that before she 
became involved with ‘Operation 
Bradley,' she hadn't realized how 
crammed the month of December 
was with social functions, each of 
which presents its own unique and 
fascinating array of opportunities. 
The acts of sending out greeting 
cards and exchanging gifts have been 
transcended above dreary season 
obligations," exclaimed another read¬ 
er, ‘now that they have been invested 
with a larger, and yet subtler, pur- 
poser ‘I'd always dreamed of sleep¬ 
ing with my best friend's lover and 
thanks to 'Operation Bradley' that 
dream became a reality,* said yet one 
more formerly cheerless person. 

And those are but three of the 
countless, gleeful letters I've received 
in ever-increasing numbers every year 
since ‘Operation Bradley* came into 
being. 1 won't even begin to take 
credit for Its abundant success. The 
concept, of course, was entirely mine 
but anybody can, and usually does, 
have a concept. No, it's you, dear 
readers, who arc responsible, through 
your whole-hearted participation, for 
making my dream become a reality. 
Bless you all and don't forget to let 
me know how it goes this year. ▼ 


construction paper, a pair of scissors, 


Ten reasons why Cardinal O'Connor is so nasty: 

1) He's ugly as sin. 

2) Altar trays just ain't what they used to be. 

3) Mother Teresa gets more press. 

4) The pope has a far more colorful array of frocks. 

5) Not enough fiber in the ecumenical diet. 

6) Pst Buckley got more kudos at the last AIDS awards benofiL 

7) CBS-TV refuses to revive 'Sermonette.* 

8) There is something up that dress we can't see. 

9) Ms. Ciccone tops the charts while her namesake gathers dust at 
Lourdes. 

10) There already is a St. John. 

—The Trinity (Pettit Blotcher. Signorile) 
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By Michelangelo Signorile 


I s Grace Mirabclla insane? Or did 
she simply attend the Liz 
SmfdVDaily News School of Lies 
and Disinformation All For the Sake 
of Doing Favors For People Who Are 
Important In the World of Power 
Monger# 

1 think ft's the latter. See, in the 
current issue of Mtrabella, Gracie 
has a little puff piece on the Design 
Industries Foundation for AIDS 
(DIFFA), in which it says—BRACE 
YOURSELVES!—’So while the dollar 
figures are impressive, increased 
awareness is one of DIFFA's great 
accomplishments Last month, 
Manhattan socialite Pat Buckley 
cochaired Skating For Life, a DIFFA 
benefit that could eventually raise 
$1 million for the foundation. It 
wasn't loo long ago that her hus¬ 
band, columnist William F. Buckley, 
was calling for all HlV-posttives to be 
tattooed, concentration-camp style. 
AIDS education has come a long way 
over the last few years, and DIFFA 
deserves a lion's share of the credit.* 
Oh, really? You mean William F. 
Buckley has changed’ You mean that 
since Pat is doing AIDS benefits it 
means that her husband is not homo- 
phobic anymore? EARTH TO 
GRACE ...EARTH TO GRACE..COME 
IN PLEASE. JUST ABOUT A MONTH 
AND A HALF AGO—TWO WEEKS 
BEFORE THE BENEFIT—W1LUAM F. 
BUCKLEY CALLED AIDS A SELF- 
INFLICTED DISEASE BROUGHT ON 
BY “SEX-DRIVEN GAYS* AND "DOPE 
ADDICTS.* IT WAS WRITTEN UP 
FROM HERE TO KINGDOM COME. 
THERE WAS A PROTEST OUTSIDE 


THE BENEFIT. PAT BUCKLEY, IN ALL 
HER UGLINESS. WAS DRAGGED 
THROUGH THE MUD ONLY TO 
WIND UP AS THE LEAD ITEM ON 
PAGE SIX IN THE NEW YORK POST 
WITH THE HEADLINE. 'THE GAY 
WAR AGAINST PAT BUCKLEY * But 
you knew all that, Gracie. This was 
yet another attempt at white-washing 
the circumstances and—in line with 
your good friend Liz SmithfDnI/y 
News}— making dear old Pat look sim¬ 
ply wonderful. It was only two 
months ago when we said that Pat 
Buckley's efforts all seemed like a cal¬ 
culated attempt at good public rela¬ 
tions for her maniac husband. Some 
thought this idea kind of far-fetched 
But, dear friends, the above Mirabclla 
item appears to explain exactly what 
we're talking about 

But let's get back to Liz. Oh, let's.' 
She's been going off the deep end 



herself lately, doing outlandish things 
and making a complete ass of herself 
Of course, we love when she makes 
an ass of herself. It gives us something 
to write about 

In her Daily News column, Liz 
Smith spent the past couple of weeks 


I) kissing Tina Brown's (Vanity Fair) 
and Anna Wintour's (Vogue) asses; 2) 
meeting Marilyn Quaylc at a dinner 
and worshipping the ground she 
walks on when only a year 
ago—before the election and before 
they could invite her to a lot of BIG 
parties—she was ripping the Quayles 
to pieces; 3) meeting Mike Tyson and 
worshipping the ground he walks on 
when only a year ago Liz was practi¬ 
cally calling him a wifc-bcatcr (she 
sure does get star struck once she 
meets these idiots); 4) Letting her 
racism once again rear its ugly head 
by attacking the Japanese for buying 
Hollywood film companies and, at 
one point, actually trying to imply that 
at least American film titans and com¬ 
panies have the American people in 
mind. Ha! 

Then there was Liz's appearance 
on A Current Affair when they asked 
for her to comment on Sandra 
Bernhard's and Madonna's relation¬ 
ship. Our juices began flowing! 
Asking Liz Smith to comment about 
lesbianismt It was like asking 
Mother Teresa to comment about 
the nunhood! But, of course, Liz 
never used the *L* word, and 
downplayed the relationship as a 
‘tease*, while Michael Musto 
(Village Voice) pointed out that 
though die two may not be muffing 
with each other , Sandra docs have 
a girlfriend, whom she told him 
about in Spin At the end of the 
report, supreme homophobe Cindy 
Adams (New York Pbsi) put the icing 
on the cake: ’[Sandra and Madonnal 
were (in L.A.] at a bar called Muse and 
they left with ten women who all 
looked like truck drivers—but I'm not 
one to say. 



Dr. Charles Franchiiw 
30 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 
212.673.4331 


office hours by appointment 
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by Liz ‘ 


John Cardinal O'Connor has 
another brilliant Idea. 

In his personal, political and holy 
war against any control we have left 
over what we do with our bodies (let 
alone when, with who and how 
often), O’Connor feels he (and hence 
Catholicism as a whole) needs to be 
"more aggressive* In the fight for abol¬ 
ishment of abortion. He has suggested 
a new order of nuns, the "Sisters of 
Life,* to protect and defend *the lives 
of the unborn * 

I’ll come right out and say It: I 
have a love/hate relationship with 
nuns. Actually, It's more of a lustfear 
thing. I went to Catholic school for 
one year. The only reason I got to get 
out of the Seventh Circle of Hell 
called Our Lady of The Cenacle was 
because I was asked to leave. The pri¬ 
mary reason for this polite expulsion 
was that I had slapped my teaching 
nun. Sister Joan had spanked me In 
front of my entire first grad class: over 
her knee, little Carter’s underwear 
around my ankles, the whole horrible 
nightmare. I hadn't sat down when I 
was asked; I had been talking to Mary 
Jane, a beautiful blonde haired Polish 
girl who had a different-colored rib¬ 
bon for her hair each day of the 



cey 


week. I knew I was In love with her 
when we were playing "Mercy* one 
day and I made her cry (1 guess I was 
always a top). I started crying as soon 
as she did, and fell head over heels 
for her. Hence my reluctance to sit 
down. 

So here I am, 16 years later. Mary 
Jane has grown up, Is married and has 
two kkts, and I have this bizarre nun 
retlsh that forces me to watch bad 
German lesbian nun-sex films with 
unintelligible dialogue, no subtitles 
and fake Artaud sets a la 'Jeanne 
O'Arc.* 

As I was thinking about the 'Sis¬ 
ters of Ufe,' and Imagining this band 
of tough, young nuns, my mind start¬ 
ed wandering; 

It Is an Operation Rescue demon¬ 
stration. I'm counterdemonstratlng. 
I'm late. I wander towards the chant¬ 
ing, but get lost. As I approach this 
door in an alleyway, a tall woman In 
black commando nun garb comes 
shooting out from behind me and flips 
me to the ground. We struggle. She 
tries to get my hands behind my back 
and handcuff me. I flip her over 
Instead and handcuff her hands 
above her head. We're both breath¬ 
ing hard; I'm sitting on top of her. 


She's not struggling very hard, but star¬ 
ing at me. She hisses at me: 

*1 know what you women are like. 
I know what you want' 

'How would you know anything 
about It, Sister?' 

'I used to be like that. But now 
rve found my calling. I've been a Sister 
of Ufe for two years.' 

It's Just like a bicycle. Sister. You 
never forget how. Or how good It 
feels. Do you, Sister?' 

I pull off her hat and run my hands 


through her hair. She looks like Kelly 
McGHIIs. I look at her eyes, her cheek¬ 
bones, the swell of her breasts under¬ 
neath her habit. She moans: 

'No, no. I've been so good'" 

*1 know. But I'm so much better...* 
'Oh God, yes ..take me...' 

(Oh God. I feel like going to con¬ 
fession now.) 

Just remember this: There have 
been other orders of nuns founded 
for single purposes. But those were 
mostly for pleasure. T 
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Wednesday, Detember 6 
8-10:30pm 


. . nM The Center 
208 West 13th 

& 



Wednesday ^ 
December 13, 8-10:30pm 
The Center, 208 West 13th 


No Registration Required 


GMHC 


December 10.1389 OUTTWEEK 53 





A Few Good Men, by Aaron 
Sorlcin. The Music Box Theater. 
239 W. 45th SL 


by Michael Paller 

'r 

■■acts* come at us from 
I every direction and in 

I every form in A Few 

Good Men, by Aaron Sorkin. They 
appear as exposition, as testimony, as 
confession. The ’how' and the "what" 
are exhaustively explored, but Sorkin 
has in his busyness, left out the more 
important ‘why.* lie throws such a 
strong spotlight on the externals of 
the crime at hand that the inner work¬ 
ings of the accused and of the system 
within which they exist remain in the 
dark—and we, at the end, arc unillu¬ 
minated. 

A Few Good Men is a courtroom 


drama revolving around the trial of 
two Marines—one Black, one 
white—accused of killing an Hispanic 
member of their unit in the course of 
‘disciplining* him for conduct not 
worthy of a Marine (this irony is not 
touched on until the last two minutes 
of the play). The Marines, played by 
Victor Love and Michael Dolan, are 
reluctant to tell the entire truth about 
the episode to their Navy lawyer, 
Daniel Kaffec (Tom Hulce), because 
doing so would violate the Marine 
code instructing them that the Corps 
is more important than their country 
or the Constitution (a position not 
commented on at all). Kaffec himself 
is reluctant to lake the case to trial. 
He'd prefer to plea bargain, but is 
eventually goaded into pursuing the 
case by Navy lawyer Joanne Galloway 
(Megan Gallagher). 

In the course of events, Kaffec 
runs up against the bunker mentality 
of a threatened military, personified 


Theater 

Just the Facts 


by the base commander 
Jcssep (Stephen tang) and 
the unit commander 
Kendrick (Ted Marcoux). 
This being a commercial 
play, none of our basic 
assumptions about the mil¬ 
itary are questioned, and 
neither is the notion of jus¬ 
tice which eventually pre¬ 
vails. 

The appeal of court¬ 
room dramas lays in their 
reducing everything to "the 
facts’: Who did what to 
whom, whea. Life is boiled 
down to a simple narrative 
of heroes, villains, clcarcut 
explanations and tidily 
wrapped up endings. The 
characters arc types who 
behave according to our 
expectations, and after a 
modicum of suspense, 
things end pretty much the 
way we suspected they 
would. The audience is 
sent home feeling that, 
after a temporary aberra¬ 
tion, all is well, and that 
we can sleep safely in our 
beds once more. 

As for questions as to why some 
people join the Marines (many of 
whom arc minorities whose country 
has never stomached fighting for 
them), why they believe so fervently 
in their code and are willing to live a 
life based on total obedience—in 
short, why they live the life they 
do—well, this is Broadway, and we 
don't ask those questions here. 

If only Sorkin had worked 
against our expectations now and 
then. Jcssep. for example, is a mon¬ 
ster, an easy target for our contempt. 
But what if he seemed a reasonable 
man, one who could convince an 
Upper West Side liberal that the death 
of one unfit Hispanic Marine didn't 
matter? What if the battery of defense 
lawyers were less interested in the 
truth than in their careers? What if we 
came away thinking that the Jcsseps 
arc the norm, not the exceptions’ The 
play would have been less mechani¬ 
se JUST THE FACTS o« p*g« M 


ARE YOU NOW OR HAVE YOU EVER BEEN... 
Megan Gallagher. Mark Nalsen and Tom Hulca 
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Theater 


Drag Lift 


Nose Job (She Had to 
Model). A William Love 
Production. Resumes on March 31, 
1990 at Cooper Square Theater. 


by Maria Maggenti 

I have been noticing a very 
creepy and sinister phe¬ 
nomenon lately. If a dub space 
is designated as gay male then 
it will inevitably be populated, in 
descending order, with gay men, 
straight couples and a sprinkling of 
lesbians. If a space is defined as les¬ 
bian or women-onty you arc sure to 
find all lesbians, one or two gay men 
and no straight couples. This rule of 
thumb for queer nightlife now also 
seems relevant to theater. If it's les¬ 
bian or women's theater (WOW Cafe 
Productions, Split Britches Theater 
Company) the audience will be popu¬ 
lated with lesbians, straight women 
and maybe a couple of curious fags. 
But if it's gay-boy theater, induding 
and especially if drag is involved, the 
audiences increasingly look like this: 
straight couples, some gay men and 
one dyke who is on the prowl for 
new theater so she can finally write 
some positive reviews. 

This last scenario was the case 
Friday night at the Cooper Square 
Theater's production of Nose Job (She 
Had to Model) starring William Love 
(alias Jasmine Allspice). The play is a 
light and witty frolic through the 
many campy misadventures of Miss 
Tara Fclchbcrgcr, proud graduate of 
the Barbizon School of Modeling, as 
she enters the dog-cat-dog world of 
high fashion modeling. For those who 
frequent the Pyramid, Jasmine 
Allspice will seem warmly familiar. 
This theater space is a bit more con¬ 
ducive to carrying a narrative story for 
a full 60 minutes, though, and the cast 
rises well to this challenge. The plot is 
simple: after graduating from the 
Barbizon School of Modeling, Tara 



Felchberger enters the concrete 
jungle with the naive hope that 
she will get her first modeling 
job in ten minutes. She is con¬ 
vinced by a sleazy agency-type 
to spend $2,000 cash on a nose 
job, pays the money to a creep 
wearing a blood-spattered 
white jacket who uses D-CON 
roach killer as anaesthesia and 
gets her nose thwacked with a 
monkey wrench. We don't get 
to see the results until later, but 
they are guaranteed to provoke 
an astonished guffaw. Un¬ 
daunted by this experience, ___ 

Tara’s dream of magazine cover BR{JC£ W£BER had NOTHING ON THIS BRO- 
glory only Intensifies as she KEN NOSE. William Lova a k a Jasmins 
romps from suburban teenage A llspica.k.a.TaraF.khberger 
‘-*“ --- Photo: Michael Wakefield 


innocence to sleazy urban wis¬ 
dom. On the way she meets up 
with the predictable cast of colorful 
characters and rip-off artists, though 
they all have a decidedly downtown 
drag/camp edge to them. There's the 
zaftig telephone sex solicitor, a 
cocaine and sex crazed photographer, 
a couple of evil models 0 could have 
sworn I met them at Wigstock) and a 
Whiskey-A-Go-Go promoter who ulti¬ 
mately saves her life. 

The story isn’t as compelling as 
the (dare I say it?) Amazonian pres¬ 
ence of William Love who wears the 
many mannerisms and emotions of 
Tara Felchberger as comfortably and 
as smoothly as Jackie O. wore her 
pillbox hats. Love's character is com¬ 
bination girlish naivete and girlish 
moxie and the result is more than a 
few good laughs. The rest of the cast 
is heartily enthusiastic and funny 
including the person who manages 
the lighting (the lights rise and dim as 
though animated) and the live piano 
player whose goofy score interrupts 
and enlivens the wackiness of the 
whole piece. Overall, it is charming 
and humorous, although remarkably 
unbitchy. And, isn’t bitchiness, the 
angry and unapologetic testing of the 
straight world’s categories of mascu¬ 
line and feminine Identity, what drag 


is really all about? 

Without a sense of irony, drag 
sinks to the level of a freak show 
allowing its straight consumers the 
comfortable opportunity to reassure 
themselves that men in dresses arc 
nothing but circus faggots whose 
stockings and lipstick should be rele¬ 
gated to the stage of a dark down¬ 
town theater, but who, seen in the 
light of day, serve as nothing but a 
blazing target for hatred and violence. 
For those of us who are lesbian and 
gay, the theatrical and artistic cre¬ 
ations of our subculture not only 
serve to differentiate us from main¬ 
stream culture, but give us a sense of 
our own uniqueness and astonishing 
strength in the face of adversity. For 
those outside of gay culture, gender- 
fuck should do more than simply 
entertain—it should provoke, enrage 
and threaten its viewers with the pos¬ 
sibility that life as they know it is per¬ 
haps nothing but an oppressive and 
ugly illusion. Nose Job (She Had to 
Model) treads loo lightly here, but 
even if it doesn’t scare off big old 
straight guys and their idiotic giggly 
girlfriends, it does make for a fun 
evening of campy delights. (Or should 
I say spicy?) ▼ 
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Is There a Place for Gays 
in the Hollywood Family? 


by Bruce C. Steele thought the lesbian Joke was quite a 
hoot Heckeriing herself finds the gag 

I so clever she repeats it later, in the 
n the recent spate of Hollywood first scene with John Travolta, that liv- 
movies about parenting, there ing dinosaur from the disco epoch 
arc but two references to ho mo-| whose stupid but well meaning char- 
sexuality—both jBfiL 

times as the butt of the —■ 

same joke. In look Who's 
Talking, the grandmoth 

Olympia Duka- r-~VTL“~ BD 9m 7 

■ ' r" f i Hi lijB 

ire ~ 

■HL 

t***’ VI n^H> 

to MV 

thought very ugly—how -■ <g <, “' ’’ '■*. 

absurd! (laugh laugh). ^ (j U 

SSttrag yr—w . . _ * 

ling, .he writer-director, K^lrw.wl. H.ppt.rt Hnddl. 
who bulls her way through this actcr stands in for the moviegoers 
smash-hit comedy by playing up to Heckeriing has so accurately targeted, 
the most base assumptions of the Three other current Hollywood 
average audience. The audience was movies demonstrate similar pro-family 
about half children when I sat concerns. Immediate Family, Dad 
through the picture; some of them and last summer's Parenthood, define 


their worlds so narrowly that gays are 
completely excluded, nonexistent. A 
New York State court may have 
asserted that gay lovers make up a 
legitimate family, but the news hasn't 
reached Hollywood. 

Of course, homosex- 

I ual characters have never 
had more than a rare and 
rarefied role in main¬ 
stream cinema. There's 
presumed to be no market 
for movies compassionate 
towards gays. After all, it 
was a big deal when Kiss 
of the Spider Woman (not 
a Hollywood product) 
grassed about $20 million 
during its half a year in 
release. Look Wbds Talk¬ 
ing has made four times 
that much in less than six 
weeks. Yet, now that the 
Pete Souza famlly 

has moved from the TV 
networks into the theaters, tackling 
such ticklish subjects as sterility, senili¬ 
ty and unwed motherhood, the contin¬ 
uing failure to admit the existence of 
ten percent of the population is 
SmHOUVWOOOmm*** 


Do the mysterious thing 

In Jim Jarmusch's new release Mystery Ham, there is 
mystery and there is a train. But there are no televisions 
in sight, fact that each character in the film makes refer¬ 
ence to. This three part story is in color, a new thing for 
Jim, and shares strange ground with Spike Lee's Do the 
Right Thing. 1 suppose we can assume Lee and Jarmusch 
are pals, both having been NYU film students. In the 
movie, Cinqu* Lee—a filmmaker and Spike's brother—is 
the Memphis Arcade Hotel bellboy, seen struggling to 
stay up on this unusually hopping night with Screamin' 
Jay Hawkins, the ntghtclerk. All the good stuff takes place 
In this Joint. The cool Japanese kids who are louring 
around Tennessee have sex and fight. Elvis’ ghost 
appears, a bit shy (and he’s incredibly endearing) about 


having Interrupted the sleep of two women, unan¬ 
nounced. The Arcade finally provides a hideout for Joe 
Strummer and his collaborators in crime. See, Stmmmer 
shoots the white guy behind the counter at the liquor 
store for making a racist remark about his 'running 
buddy* who's Black (Rick Aviles). In the dlapidated free 
hotel room, Strummer queries about Elvis' picture on the 
wall Why no pics of Black folks, like Otis Redding or 
Martin Luther King Jr? Aviles promises him that next time 
they'll check into the Malcolm X suite. As in his other 
films, nothing is resolved, Just a day in the life About hb 
work, Jarmusch says. 'Sometimes two people going to 
have an Ice cream cone can be much more dramatic or 
insightful than two people shooting at each other' What 
makes Mystery Train different is that he gives us both 

—Catherine Saalfleld 







Music 


Def Dumb&Ready 


The pace picked up as they fa*h- 
fully performed almost all of Bloodie’s 
top 40 hits We also heard seven songs 
from Deborah’s new album, Def 
Dumb & Blonde, ranging from the 
pop bounciness of *1 Want That Man* 
(written by the Thompson Twins) to 
an engaging, funky "Get Your Way,* 
in which Deborah Harry raps once 
again (even better now than she did 
in 'Rapture,* the song that, like it or 
not, was the first rap cut to ever reach 
white mlddle-America). 

The group made a smooth transi¬ 
tion from the poppicr sounds of 
songs like *The Tide is High* to a 
complementary post punk session 
that included new headbangers like 
*Bike Boy" and "Comic Books.* 
Deborah added to the ambience by 
biting the petals off several roses and 
spitting them out at the crowd, at 
which point I couldn’t help smashing 
my friends’ heads several times as 1 
bounced up and down like an insane 
straight person on West 8th Street. 

The two encores included a 
cover of Lou Reed’s 'Waiting for the 
Man* plus “Call Me* and "French 
S.. HARRY oapaflaCS 


perform at The World a 
couple of weeks ago. 

I was actually surprised 
when they announced a 
third New York show had 
been added on Sunday, 
November 12. 1 was uncer¬ 
tain as to how much draw¬ 
ing power she still had. But 
the crowd packed into The 
World on Friday proved that 
^ she still has a solid core of 
followers, panicularly in the 
East Village, where Blondie 
got its scan at CBGB's. 

It was quite a big deal 
to see a living icon from my 
“““ J youth on stage. Deborah 
Harry made a very unpretentious 
entrance to the stage with her band, 
which indudes her former life partner 
and continuing business partner, Chris 
Stein. They broke immediately into 
•The Hunter Gets Captured by the 
Game,* a song written by Smokey 
Robinson that Blondie had covered in 
their final album ‘Ibe Hunter. An inter¬ 
esting, slow, moody song to open wlh, 
which most people probably thought 
was a cover of Grace Jones’ hit 


Def Dumb A Blond. Deborah 
Harry. Sire Records 


by Mark Cbesnut 


/ don't like flashbacks tn movies 
I like the story to proceed 
I don't like talking about Ibe old 


Except if it tells where the future 


How filing that Spin, the same Spin that confirmed out gayest suspicions 
that Sandra Bernhard is a lesbian, be the magazine to crush those very same 
dreams. In this month’s interview with Michelle Shocked, the writer manages 
to mention Michelle's ‘boyfriend* no less than five times. Some media assas¬ 
sins would be prompted to caution (In both cases), “Don’t believe the hype.* 
On a more serious note, one has to wonder at the mysterious disappear¬ 
ance of nouble feminist reggae group Casselberry and DuPree from SOB * 
(Sounds of Brazil) December 1 bill headlining Jamaica's Judy Mowatt 
Knowing that Sister Judy is on record decrying the unnatural acts that some of 
us on this side of the fence are engaging in, was it the diva herself who 
couldn't bare to share the stage with such heathens? Or Is this a simple case of 
SOB's pandering to the more general whims of the reggae industry by not 
wishing to rock the boat with such uppity women? (It should be noted that 
Casselberry and DuPree received a hearty welcome when they opened the 
same venue for Gil Scott Heron two months back.) It is time to let SOB’s 
know put how much support Casselberry and DuPree has by dropping a letter 
of inquiry to; Sounds of Brazil, Ann- Char, 204 Vfcrick Su, New York, NY 10014. 

—Victoria Starr 


■ 111 here have you 
been?* Arscnio 
Hall asked repeat¬ 
edly in his interview recently with 
Deborah Harry, revealing that he obvi¬ 
ously had not done his homework. 
Deborah Harry has been around, it’s 
just been harder to keep track of her. 
Since Blondie broke up in 1982, 
Deborah has worked through several 
films, television appearances, commer¬ 
cials, single releases and two albums. 
And while much of her activity has 
gone unnoticed by the masses, her 
new album and lour is an attempt to 
correct that pattern, and I must admit 
it was an exciting occasion to see her 
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Art 



Witness This 


Witnesses: Against Our Vanishing, 

Artists Space, 223 West Broadway, 226- 
397tt Thai January 6,199a 


by Jon Nalley 

T he controversy surrounding 
the funding of 
Witnesses-. 

Against Our Vanishing 
by the National Endow¬ 
ment for the Arts rings 
with Shakespearean reso¬ 
nances. For most New 
York viewers the exhibi¬ 
tion is quite tame, noth¬ 
ing that one wouldn't sec 
or hear in the streets. 

"Much Ado About No¬ 
thing?* That Artists Space 
was granted S 10,000 for 
the show, but not for the 
catalog, is interesting in 
that the show contains 
the kind of homocrotic 
work banned by the 
Helms Amendment while 
the catalog docs not. But 
why the furor when a 
much more controversial 
exhibition called Upris¬ 
ing: Videotapes on the 
Palestinian Resistance 
goes on downstairs at 
Artists Space with NEA 


Hu jar's (1934-1987) black and while 
photographs denote with every line 
and shadow, the various levels of life. 
While capturing the sexuality and 
beauty of his subjects, he docs not do 
this at the expense of their other 
deeper qualities. Philip-Lorca Di 
Corcia's selected ektacolor and 
Polaroid prints can be said to repre¬ 
sent various rites of passage in terms 


emptied of personal belongings—pos¬ 
sibly at his parents' house in the emp¬ 
tied room of his childhood—and one 
of a thank you card (from friends? 
biological family?). 

Continuing on the photo front, 
David Armstrong’s various portraits 
amaze with their emotion and 
expression. While beautifully styl¬ 
ized, Armstrong allows his subjects, 
individuals at the frontlines of the 
AIDS crisis, to speak for themselves, 
slapping the viewers with their very 
reality. One can sense their various 
interfacing levels of denial, coping 
and survival., Speaking of 
slapping, Mark Morrisroc's 
(1959-1989) exhibited 
works are intense and at 
times unpleasant. An up¬ 
per middle class, suburban 
woman standing next to 
her husband remarked 
about them, That's mind 
boggling.* Not exactly 
boggled, his various por¬ 
traits, self-portraits and 
*...!n the Home of 
Rubber Fetishist* were 
piercingly fascinating. 
Almost an accelerated 
Picture of Dorian Gray, 
Morrisroc’s photos take us 
through unencumbered, 
exuberant beauty and sex¬ 
uality to emaciated degra¬ 
dation and loss of dignity. 
Particularly beautiful is his 
‘Self Portrait in the show¬ 
er.* Accompanying his 
work is Ramsey McPhillip's 
disturbing 1989 multimedia 
piece about Morrisroe, 


funding? A -Comedy of SElf PORTRAIT AFTER PHOTOGRAPH BY ROBERT MAPPLETHORPE. -Am ! Dead Yet?* 


Errors* anyone? 


1989. INK ON PAPER 

Above and beyond Darrtl Hli* 
that, however, much of the work 
pulled together by exhibition curator 
Nan Goldin is quite powerful—so 
powerful, in fad, that it can be diffi¬ 
cult to look at and assimilate. At the 
same time, much of it exhibits a dis¬ 
embodied quality. Witnesses, while 
daunting in its array of media, is par¬ 
ticularly strong in regards to photog¬ 
raphy. 

The stark, graphic detail of Peter 


of AIDS. The first colorful and whim¬ 
sical photo of a person sating in his 
cluttered apartment wearing ‘down¬ 
town clothes,* captures life on one's 
own before AIDS dissolves it. The 
next print, ’Vittorio,* brilliantly con¬ 
veys the borderline between death 
(the emaciated PWA on life support) 
and colored balloons representing 
life. Concluding the set is a photo of a 
person in a sterile room not his own. 


The work of David 
Wojnarowicz, conflaiionary 
in use of image and text strikes hard 
with polaical fury, a fury that ha too 
close to the yellow home of NEA 
chairman John E. Frohnmeyer. 
Wojnarowicz puts it on the line in his 
connedive representation of the reali¬ 
ty of AIDS, money and the intersec¬ 
tion of race and class privilege in the 
plight of poor and minority PWAs 
seeking AZT from big-city clinics, the 
only option for the less fortunate. 


58 OUWVEEK December 10.1989 




Text in this artist's collage juxtaposes 
the ravings of the Right about ‘carri¬ 
ers* and its desired suppression of 
sexuality with unapologetic discourse 
on cruising, fucking, sucking and vari¬ 
ous expressions of homosex. In this 
work, with its aerial view of lower 
Manhattan, there are two enemies— 
viruses attacking our individual 
immune systems and riot-geared 
police attacking our community. His 
concluding work, with intermingling 
sperm cells and money, is a thunder¬ 
ing manifesto denouncing society's 
homophobia and hatred which casti¬ 
gates the refusal by Republicans in 
Albany to approve the Antibias 
Crimes BUI. 

‘Permeable Membranes,* Jo 
Shane’s 1989 mixed media assem¬ 
blage is a walk on the dark side of 
the AIDS epidemic. With its two metal 
hospital bedside tables, blood vials, 
urn, memorial chapel parcel and 
mushroom-shaped photo representa¬ 
tions of friends affected, ‘Membranes' 
genuinely represents the ugliness of 
people being consumed by AIDS. A 
companion piece to a work in The 
Quilt in memory of ‘the many thou¬ 
sands of women disappeared with 
AIDS,* Kikl Smith's 1989 silkscreen on 
muslin ‘All Our Sisters* conveys the 
very numbers and suffering of those 
women, all too ignored in the epi¬ 
demic's equation. Particularly power¬ 
ful is the hanging paper body which 
hovers as a ‘presence of absence like 
the many souls of my community 
dead from AIDS alive in (me).* 

Allen Frame's exploration of a 
continuum of gay sensibility over 
time and situations stands out as a 
historical document, as well as story¬ 
telling. The 1989 series of six c-prints 
by Clarence Elie-Rivera from ‘Sofie y 
Maralin* to ‘Beso para El Sobrino' 
lays the mystique of and response to 
AIDS in the Latino communities at 
our feet. The subjects, ranging from a 
drag queen to a young child, are 
notable for their emotions of 
endurance. The very transient and 
isolated nature of American society, 
with or without AIDS, is aptly cap¬ 
tured in Sheelburne Thtuber's Motel 
series. The motel rooms in these 
ekiacolor prints convey the finality of 
the spaces in Thurbefs life, a life left 


empty by AIDS. 

A representation of a bridge to 
nowhere and its textural impact dick 
the spirkual quality in Tom Owsley's 
oil on canvas Time for Communion 
It* Greer Lanktoo’s series of mixed- 
media works are, meanwhile, a pow¬ 
erful comment on the transitory and 
fragile nature of our bodies—a condi¬ 
tion made abundantly dear by AIDS. 


The eight untitled marker drawings by 
Vko Scarpati (1955-1989) arc brilliant¬ 
ly reminiscent of historical depictions 
of the plague and Europe's barbaric 
response, a metaphor particularly 
consistent with the AIDS crisis in the 
United States. His large untitled 1989 
crayon drawing can, on the other 
hand, be seen in terms of an individu- 
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Life Work 

The Technological Reliquaries Paul Thck (1935-1988) and Insights, 

Rod Rhodes (1935-1988). The docktower Gallery. 108 Leonard Street, 13th 
floor. 235-1096. Thru December 24. 


Just a few blocks from the meshugass and madding crowds queuing and 
demonstrating at Artists Space's Warm.s*s opening, two other cxhibklons by 
artists who died of AIDS opened at the docktower Gallery. 

In the upper gallery, Paul Thek’s various untitled pieces in wax, plexiglass 
and metal done from 1965-66 are ultra-modernistic in their perspective. With 
all of them, but particularly with the pieces in which Thck used formica, the 
organ-looking wax contained by inorganic substance represents much of the 
'individual trapped by technology/the system* ethic of the 60s. Thek's work, 
while fascinating now for its texture and stark quality, must have been revolu¬ 
tionary when it was done. Those of us who are children of the 70s and 80s 
could well find viewing his work a consciousness-raising experience. For oth¬ 
ers, it might capture the intensity and power of another time. 

Meanwhile, Rod Rhodes' work is installed in the lower gallery While 
working on the Greek cross wall piece ‘Santa Fe* in May 1988, Rhodes 
learned he had AIDS. He determined to use this form for a major work 
'Stations of the doss.* Combining the story of Christ's death with personal 
imagery from the artist's life, this 14-part work represents the ascent of 
Calvary, as well as Rhodes' life and coming to terms with AIDS. 

Finished in June 1989, Rhodes died October 27 of this year, less than 
three weeks before "Stations" was mounted for the first time. Tom Finkelpearl, 
the curator for the two exhibitions, noted that Rhodes had the unusual ability 
in his work to move easily between a Christian/spirkual aura and homoerotic 
imagery. While this creates a most effective tension in many of his works, its 
medium, formality and the muted nature of its homoerotic imagery may pre¬ 
clude the kind of hostility engendered by Mapplethorpe's work 

The mixture of Christianity and AIDS-related autobiography has an explo¬ 
sive nature, particularly in The Third Fall* (in blood red with a twisted cat- 
walk) and "Death * "Christ Taken Down from the Cross* is powerful, as arc 
the other pieces, on a variety of levels. In these glass-encased works of wood, 
felt and other materials, one can feel the conflict between various tempera¬ 
ments, spiritual and sexual, and technology and nature itself. "Simon Helps 
Christ,* with its inclusion of bathtubs—a secular and spirkual work—calls to 
mind the Mineshaft, a sex dub closed m November 1985 where hundreds of 
men would indeed participate in sexual rituals *wkh quast-rdigious purport ’ 
Rhodes represented Simon s chance meeting with Christ as a profound medita¬ 
tion on friendship, love and loss. 

Insights also indudes some wonderful works done earlier by Rhodes in 
the same glass-encased medium. Of particular note are his 1979-80 pieces 
which capture a more joyful and exuberant period. 

—Jon Nalley 
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Video 


Here's a Story of Some 
Lovely Ladies... 



imagine what a scandal I was!* claims Wilhite. Taking 
leave of the biblc belt, Wilhite went on to train as a 
filmmaker and produced Fun with a Sausage, a gender 
bender lesbian spoof which, in 1984, won the ‘Best 
Super 8* at the San Francisco International Gay and 
Lesbian Film Festival. 

In Its a Lezzie Life, which originally debuted at the 
1988 San Francisco International Gay and Lesbian Film 
Festival and is now available for distribution, Wilhite is 
back with slapstick situation comedy as well as her ‘sad 
sack* star who First appeared in Fun with a Sausage 
Set in—where else but—San Francisco, Its a 
Lezzie Life zooms into the lives of four lesbian roomies 
who are daffy caricatures of very conflicting dyke 
lifestyles. There's beer swilling Lee, the butch military 
enlistee who just arrived home from some military 
exercise. She just wants to drink her brcwskics, zone 
out on the football game or cruise her roomie’s newest 
chick. Only when she's moved by a need to ‘take a 
whiz* will she pry herself from her sedentary ways. Then 
there is Ova, the overbearing politico, who is always on 
the lookout for some unsuspecting victim she can strong 
arm with her moralistic diatribes. Next, you'll bump into 
snooty Mistress Judith, the total fern s/m dyke who sleeps 
with a foofy eye mask. Dressed by day like a school 
marm, at nightfall she’s transformed into a dominant 
swathed in leather, lace and latex. Last but not least is 
Ingrid, the newly-out midwestem nerd. She’s a total mess. 
Periodically, she falls prey to well-meaning Mistress Judith 
who, in an effort to fern up Ingrid's look, paints her face 
with garish makeup. 

From the first clang of the alarm, these four come out 
swinging. All arc contending for which politics, look and 
lifestyle will rule their roost. Between her endless meet¬ 
ings, Ova relentlessly pounces on her peers for their 
"bourgeoisie power trips* or reams out Coors-drinking 
Lee. Lee is a street brawler who spends an inordinate 
amount of time belching defiantly or flipping Ova the 
bird. Mistress Judith pins her opponents with her scathing 
glances or slices them open with her razor sharp tongue. 
Ingrid just mopes. 

No corner of lesbian turf is sacred Whether standing 
in line for the bathroom or passing in the hallways, these 
lezzies spat over a million burning issues: lesbians in the 
military, violence against women, monogamy, each 
other's eating habits. Ova gets it good though when she 
LEZZIE LIFE ptg«64 


LESBIAN VIDEO ANYONE? 

Mistress Judith flashes her pearly whites. 


It’s a Lezzie Life, produced by Ingrid Wilhite $34.95. 
30 minutes running time. LBL Video, Suite 181, POB 
2889, San Francisco. CA 94111. 


by Wickie Stamps 

R emember when, laden down with makeshift 
props and impromptu scripts, the women's 
movement spilled into the streets and took an 
artful guerilla theater swing at the Right? They’d prance for 
passers-by, mug for the press (if they could grab their 
attention) and thumb their noses at the self-righteous Right. 
In Its a Lezzie Life . a 30-minutc *dyke-umentary,* producer 
Ingrid Wilhite continues this legacy of comical parody, 
although this time the zany pot shots are aimed at our¬ 
selves rather than the establishment 

Ingrid Wilhite, who grew up among Jerry Falwell fol¬ 
lowers, is no stranger to comic gay/lesbian filmmaking. In 
fact, she’s a longstanding ‘fan of slapstick humor.* Barely 
into puberty, she was hollering ‘lights, camera, action* and 
turning her camera onto right-wing fundamentalists. Her 
first 'homo movies* were Fruit Salad and Fruit Cocktail 
The main star was my drag queen friend, who would 
dress to the nines and freak out the Mormons on Main 
Street while 1 captured their reaction on film...you can 
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Video 


Paper, Scissors, Rock 
and a Hard Place 



Yvonne (Wendy Turner) and Aiysha (Kalimi Baxter) get serious. 


Vida (in English and Spanish). 
Directed by Lourdes Portillo. Written 
by Ana Maria Simo. Arc You 
With Me? Directed by M. Neema 
Barnette. Written by Marian 
Warrington. Seriously Fresh. 
Directed by Reggc Life. Written by 
Jamal Joseph. All videos produced 
by AIDSF1LMS. 


by Peter Bowen 

W hile the majority of 

AIDS education con¬ 
tinues to target an 
amorphous "general public," AIDS- 
FILMS, a not-for-profit production 
company, has recently produced a 
series of educational AIDS videos 
which specifically acknowledge the 
social and cultural differences 


which constitute communities (in 
this case, Latina women, African- 
American women and African- 
American male youth). Conceived 
of and produced by people from 
those communities, these videos arc 
aimed at the individuals most drasti¬ 
cally affected by and most direty in 
need of educational material about 
the AIDS crisis. Although they might 
receive a television broadcast, they 
are specifically intended for use by 
needy organizations and come with 
a discussion handbook which 
enables viewers to locate their per¬ 
sonal experiences in the artful nar¬ 
rative of each video. 

As with most educational materi¬ 
al, the format is intentionally formu¬ 
laic. In acknowledging the very real 
existence of AIDS about them, char¬ 
acters grapple with culturally rein¬ 
forced fears about AIDS in order to 
ultimately work out individual strate¬ 
gies to cope with the AIDS crisis. In 
Vida, Elsie (Jeanette Toro) is fright¬ 


ened even to name the illness devas¬ 
tating her friend, Blanca (Millie 
Cupcles). She is finally persuaded by 
her friend, Lucy (Sandra Paulino), to 
confront her denial and insist that 
her boyfriend wear a condom. In Are 
You With Me?, two African-American 
women—a mother, Evelyn (Gwen M. 
Coleman), and her daughter, Aiysha 
(Kalimi Baxter)—force each other to 
acknowledge the need to insist on 
protection with their male lovers. 
And finally in Seriously Fresh, a 
group of young African-American 
guys take time out from basketball 
practice in order to hesitantly consid¬ 
er their own risk of HIV infection 
after learning that their friend and 
mentor Kenny (Richard Barboza) has 
developed AIDS. 

While each video is unambigu¬ 
ously didactic, each creates enough 
ambiguity to stir up questions and 
discussions. In Are You With Me?, for 
example, it Is entirely unclear 
whether the mother will insist that 
her longstanding boyfriend wear the 
condom which she has, with a cer¬ 
tain reservation, brought with her on 
her date. Seriously Fresh raises the 
difficult issue of same-sex behavior 
when Billy (Malik Yoba) confesses 
that he might be at risk from fucking 
around with other boys, although the 
video does not connect such activity 
with a "gay" identity. Much to his 
credit, the executive director of 
AIDSFILMS, John Hoffman, has pro¬ 
duced a scries of videos which do 
not presume to tell people how to 
deal with AIDS. Rather, these stories 
hold out the hope of empowering 
the otherwise disenfranchised to 
"change the rules." 

Information about these videos 
can be obtained from AIDSFILMS, 50 
W. 54th St., Suite 6B6, New York, NY 
10001, (212) 629-6288. ▼ 


December 10.1989 0UTVWEEK 61 




Books 

Construction Junction 
What's Your Function? 


This review is the first in an occasional series, *Canon Fodder' engaging 
scholarship on Icpics relating to gays and lesbians. 


The Construction of Homo¬ 
sexuality by David P. Greenberg. 
University of Chicago Press. 1988 
635 pp. 

by Michael Schwarz 


W hen asked what he 

thought of Chris¬ 
tian Hy. Oscar Wilde 
is reputed to have responded that he 
thought it would be a good idea. One 
could reach much the same conclu¬ 
sion about David F. Greenberg's 
book, The Construction of 
Homosexuality. It would be a very 
good idea to have a single volume 
summary of the history, 
sociology and anthro- 
poiogy of homosexuality. 

It would be won¬ 
derful—and astound¬ 
ing—if that book could 
also resolve many of the 
vexing theoretical ques¬ 
tions that have been at 
the center of academic 
debate in these areas. 

After reading Greenberg's book, one 
is left with the clear sense that 
although such a book might be desir¬ 
able, it has not yet been realized. If 
ever there was a book that will both 


claims that an analysis of primary 
sources is no longer required because 
of the wide range of secondary 
sources available. And to be fair, 
Greenberg does attempt to critically 
analyze certain historical and ethno¬ 
graphic sources. The problem is 
inconsistency. He treats some docu¬ 
ments in great detail, while glossing 
over whole areas of research in a 


More serious still is Greenberg's 
lack of care with secondary sources, 
and particularly his use of secondary 
sources that are unreliable, out of 
date, or both. Perhaps the most amus¬ 
ing example of this is Greenberg's 
statement that ancient Egyptians were 
"sexually inhibited and modest." In 
the footnote, Greenberg's only sup¬ 
port for the statement is, "personal 


A book that will both subtly 
mislead the general reader 
and infuriate the specialist. 


instances, Greenberg is, to put it mild¬ 
ly, less than convincing. 

Other examples of carelessness 
abound. Greenberg attempts textual 
analysis of Latin and Persian poetry, 
without giving any evidence that he 
understands the original languages. 
My suspicion is that he has done a 
dose reading of the translations, an 
act which displays tremendous insen¬ 
sitivity to issues of translation and 
semantics. In another section, 
Greenberg appears to give Arthur 
Evan's highly unreliable, Witchcraft 
and the Gay Counterculture the same 
weight as Peter Brown's acclaimed 
The Making of late Antiquity There 
are citations in the text that do not 
correspond to anything in the bibliog¬ 
raphy. And one finds a disturbing 
ovcrreliance on sources that are more 
than 20 years old. Each of these faults 
by itself would not be excessively 
troubling, but taken as a whole they 
undermine the reader's sense that 
Greenberg has taken 
due care in construct¬ 
ing his narrative. 

This is not to say 
that the book is an 


subtly mislead the general reader and 
infuriate the specialist, this is it. 

Why is this book so unsatisfying? 
The book's main problem stems from 
its author's intellectual arrogance. One 
expects a certain lack of critical dis¬ 
tance from a sociologist who pro¬ 


communication, Robert Bianchi." Now 
1 am no Egyptologist, and 1 am sure 
that if I knew who Robert Bianchi 
was that I would be duly impressed 
(he is not listed in the 113 page bibli¬ 
ography). But even if he personally 
witnessed this type of behavior 
(which of course he could not possi¬ 
bly have done), Greenberg would still 
need to document why he believes 
his evidence is compelling. In this 
instance, as in so many other 


is not. Greenberg's 
conclusions, and 
especially his discus- 
hbhhh sion of theoretical 
questions, are han¬ 
dled skillfully and with wit. 
Greenberg's use of Mary Douglas* 
Grid/Group analysis (a kind of func¬ 
tionalist analysis of the relationship 
between group behavior and belief) in 
analyzing homosexuality in the early 
Christian period is insightful and stim¬ 
ulating, although orvee again, his elu¬ 
tions are out of dale. His analysis of 
the development of homosexual sub¬ 
cultures in 18th and 19th century 
Sm HOMOSEXUALITY on pig. 64 
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THURSDAYS 



December 7 1 


10:30 pm • Gay Week in Review 

• Act-Up 

• GCN Close-Up 

• Sports 

• Lavender Health 


Gay Bashing: 
care? AndyH 
Jim Levin 


Does the Government really 
umm, David Wertheimer, and 


Special Report on World AIDS Day 


11:00 pm The Right Stuff 

• Naming Names 

• All About Women 

• Media Watch 

• Staying Out 

• Around the Country 

• Razor Sharp 


Phil Zwickler presents Profiles: a series on 
gay & lesbian people—this week: Bayard 
Rustin 

A special video tape: DHPG Mon Amour 

A new series. A Brave New World 
Commentary by Lou Malleta 


SUNDAYS 


1 - 

Men & Films 


11:30 pm 

Reviews of male erotica along with 
interviews behind the scenes with film 
stars 

Legendary Bodies continue with Kyle Jessup 
Clips from Hot Rods, Jeff Stryker's 

Powerful II, & more from Muscle Up 

MONDAYS 

c 

Be My Guest 


10:00 pm 

Sybil Bruncheon hosts a panel 
game show with surprise guests 
Prankie Loves Johnny An original 
gay soap opera 

Sybil goes in the "wayback" machine 

Episode #9 

Walk for Life 


Gay Cable Network 

32 Union Square East. Suite 1217 
New York. NY 10003 
Phone 212/477-4220 

our 7t& ywi. 
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Europe is informed, although not par¬ 
ticularly provocative. The literature on 
the medicalization of homosexuality is 
discussed in a workaday fashion. And 
his attack on Michel Foucault, and on 
the extreme fringe of social construc¬ 
tionism, seems fair, although overstat¬ 
ed. Greenberg likes to see his 
approach to sexual history as clearly 
differentiated from that of Foucault 
and other so-called ‘social construc¬ 
tionists.* I for one am unconvinced. 
Foucault wrote of the freedom of sex¬ 
ual meanings from essentialist cate¬ 
gories, but this is not the same thing 
as claiming that sexual meanings are 
entirely without context. Although 
Foucault brought into question the 
relationship between social conscious¬ 
ness and social structure, nowhere 
docs he make the positive claim that 
one is irrelevant to the other. 

Greenberg's Construction of 
Homosexuality, in other words, 
should be read with extreme caution, 
as should any book that attempts to 
summarize the Findings of more than 
2,000 books. Its analytical framework 
is interesting and provocative, 
although as a whole it failed to thor¬ 
oughly persuade this reader. If people 
Find individual sections of the book 
stimulating, they should read further 
on the subject. For these purposes, 
Greenberg's bibliography is helpful, 
although, again, it should not be 
relied upon all by Itself. Despite these 
deficiencies, the book does provide a 
good discussion of some of the theo¬ 
retical debates of interest to gay aca¬ 
demics. For these limited purposes, 
and for these purposes alone, I rec¬ 
ommend it. ▼ 
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LIZZIE LIFE Iron p*g* M 

lays into Judith the makeup queen for 
'faiUingl to see the political impact of 
cosmetics.* Judith snaps her with a 
southpaw, Td rather have Elizabeth 
Arden or Mary Kay on my face than 
some of the floozies you've had on 
your face!* And she proceeds, The 
issue here is personal choice...the 
freedom to look however I want... 
reasserting my God given right to be 
alluring...maybe you can get laid in 
Birkenstocks and a gunny sack but 
not me babe...thcsc are the 80s bean 
sprout breaih...fem is in!* 

An admirer of 'physical comedy* 
or ‘sight gags,* which is body lan¬ 
guage humor often seen in the mug¬ 
gings of comediennes like Carol 
Burnette, Its a Lezzie Life b ripe with 
eye rolling, mimicking and teeth suck¬ 
ing. Ova rattles dishes to rattle Mistress 
Judith's nerves. Lee is a master at 
deadpanning when she catches a 
glimpse of the satins and furs dripping 
off Mistress Judith's newest conquest. 

Only when Ingrid's old right-wing 
Pastor (’call me Dick*) pops in for a 
visit do these girls let up on each other 
and switch to some tag team tactics 
against his repressive moral ism. Ova 
and Lee do everything possible to flip 
hb conservative wig. They loudly dis¬ 
cuss the newest course at the local s/m 
society and blatantly flip through erotic 
lesbian magazines. Despite their talent¬ 
ed antics, the pace and dialogue falter 
during this segment, something a little 
more cutting could have prevented 

The props in Its a Lezzie Life 
bolster its madcap energy. Instead of 
the oversized shoes or gargantuan 
mallets that typify the Keystone Cops 
or The Three Stooges, Its a Lezzie 
Life b filled with mongo ‘Rent Due* 
notes clipped on refrigerator doors 
and mammoth coffee filters poignant¬ 
ly designating the exact amount of 
coffee that is to be rationed from the 
collective's food coffers. 

A light script, strong acting and 
meticulous attention to props fuel thb 
damned funny, albeit racially limited, 
video. Wilhite gets us enviously wish¬ 
ing that wc too could sling mud and 
zing our sisterly adversaries in like 
manner. In an interview with OutWeek, 
Wilhite explained the drive behind that 
comic impulse. There b a need for 


lesbian humor, humor which b about 
lesbian sexuality and filled with charac¬ 
ters and situations unique to us. The 
creation of lesbian sitcoms and the 
opportunity to see ourselves treated in 
a positive, humorous way b a visual 
form of acceptance and validation. By 
the way, lesbians are funny. Our repu¬ 
tation which says we have no sense of 
humor b pure malarkeyt* Is there a 
series in the making? ‘One of the ideas 
under discussion b a sequel in which 
Ingrid goes home to the failing farm for 
a visit with her new Marxist lover in 
tow...It’s kind of a "Dykes of Wrath* 
social statement comedy.* T 


JUST THE FACTS from pig* 54 

cal, more human, more interesting. 

Sorkin treats hb one female char¬ 
acter with contempt. Galloway has 
plenty of feminine intuition—she has 
terriFic hunches—but in court, where 
intellect counts, she blows it and the 
day must be saved by Kaffec. Indeed, 
after Galloway prods Kaffee into 
becoming a fearless lawyer, and 
plants an important plot point in our 
minds, her role in the play b essen¬ 
tially over. 

With two exceptions, the actors 
perform as the script and the director 
Don Scardino require: All b smooth, 
well-oiled yet rather tense and not 
especially imaginative. As written and 
acted, the characters are interchange¬ 
able cogs in a plot machine. Mark 
Nelson, as Kaffee's reluctant assistant, 
b more human however-, he leaves 
questions about himself unanswered, 
while all other questions are 
answered resoundingly. Lang's perfor¬ 
mance b what the English call "inter¬ 
esting acting*: It is invested with 
imagination and we find ourselves 
watching him whenever he's onstage 
The performance, however, seems 
more an accomplishment of tech¬ 
nique than of truth. 

There b a certain satisfaction in 
thb kind of story and acting. It's the 
kind we get from watching the gears 
turn smoothly, from knowing that the 
mechanism works and that the dock 
will strike on time. This particular 
dock b, indeed, an accurate gauge of 
our time and place—but in a less 
reassuring way than either its author 
or audience apparently believes. ▼ 
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HARRY from ptgtH 

Kissing On the USA),* a number that 
barely crawled into the top 40, but 
seemed to tie in conceptually with 
Deborah's television commercials for 
Sara Lee. 

Some people arc looking at Def 
Dumb & Blonde as a real comeback 
for Deborah Harry. The sounds are 
truer to the original sounds of 
Blondie. And her new label, Sire 
Records, seems more committed to 
pushing the album—Deborah Harry 
has been more visible in the media 
recently than she has been in a long 
time, they even somehow got a story 
about her alleged hitchhiking experi¬ 
ence with Ted Bundy onto Page Six 
of the New York Posl 

Def Dumb & Blonde is a fun 
album. It has some catchy numbers, 
with a mix of music that should 
please most of her followers, even 
though she is dressed too much like 
Stevie Nicks in the video for *1 Want 
That Man.* The plan now is to get 
back to basics—playing smaller 
clubs, releasing dependable pop/ 
rock tunes, alongs with some 
‘punky* stuff to win back some of 
the audience that first established 
Blondie. I hope that a new success 
will bring back more experimental 
work, like Blondie dared with 
AusoAmerican, (which featured 
‘Rapture*, plus a Rogers and 
Hammerstcin cover) and Deborah 
Harry did with Koo Koo, which was 
produced by Nile Rodgers and 
Bernard Edwards of Chic, and 
included excellent graphics by Gigcr 
(the artist responsible for Alien). 

But then again, it was Bloodies 
and Deborah Harry's flights into 
other territory that added to the 
demise of Blondie, according to 
some. Maybe that's one reason why 
*!n Love with Love* from Deborah 
Harry’s album Roekbird got more 
play in dance clubs than anywhere 
else, and *Feel the Spin,* from the 
movie Krusb Groove, got no airplay 
at all that I am aware of. Maybe this 
shift back is what Deborah Harry 
needs to return to the forefront of the 
music scene. It remains to be seen if 
the pop/rock formula that proved 
successful for Blondie will do the 
same for Deborah Harry ▼ 


*bi? 


The Cubbyhole 

438 Hudson Sireel 
at Morton 
(212) 243-9079 

A neighborhood bar for 
both gay men A women 



Television That Matters to the 
Lesbian and Gay Community. 

(OUT IN THE 80s) 

News • Interviews • AIDS Updates 


Tuesday Nights 11pm-12midnite 
Manhattan & Paragon Cable 
Channel C/16 

A 

GAY BROADCASTING SYSTEM 
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AN EVENTS CALENDAR 


Send calendar Items tot 
Rick X. Going Out 
Box 790 

New York, NY 10108 

Ucnu mux be received by 
Monday to be Included bt the 
following week * Issue 

DECEMBER 4 

LAMBDA LEGAL DEFENSE AND 
EDUCATION FUND Forum. 
Lambda Lata '69, a year-end 
review of legal issues facing gay 
and lesbian people-, Paula Ettlc- 
brick will moderate a panel 
which Includes Tom Stoddard, 
Nan Hunter, David Barr. Sandra 
Lowe and Evan Mfelfscn. at NYU 
Law School's Tischman Auditori¬ 
um. SO Washington Square South; 
7 pm; free, 995-8585 

DECEMBER 5 

CENTEX STAGE tees Meet Me in 
SI. Louts, with George Hearn 
and Milo OTShea; at the Gershwin 
Theatre-, 8 pm. $58, 620-7310 

COALITION FOR LESBIAN AND 
GAY RIGHTS Holiday Party, at 


DECEMBER 6 

COMMUNITY RESEARCH INITIA¬ 
TIVE Night of 10O0 Trees, In 
which celebrities decorate trees 
for auction; at the Sheraton Cen¬ 
ter. 7th Ave ft 50 SL 7 pm. 308- 
7029 

CONGREGATION BETH SIM- 
CHAT TORAH Jewish Education 
Course*; tonight; Contemporary 
Jewish Social Issues: Interfaiib 
Relationships at 7 pm; at $7 
Bethune St; info 929-9498 

CENTER SPORTS aees NY 
Ranger* vs. K(J Devils, hockey 
match; at Madison Sq Garden. 
5Jrd St & 7th Ave, 7 JO pm. mem¬ 
bers $25/non-members $35, 620- 
7310 


GAY TEACHERS ASSOCIATION 
Monthly Meeting and Panel 
Discusalom Gay Administra¬ 
tors, at The Center. 208 W 13 St; 
8 pm. 620-7310 

GAY MEN'S HEALTH CRISIS Men 
Meeting Men Workshop, to 
enhance self-confidence and abil¬ 
ity to negotiate safer sex with 
potential partners, at The Center. 
208 W 13 St; 8-1030 pm, free; no 
pre-registration, 807-6655 (TDD 
645-7470) 

EAGLE BAR Movie Night. Bat 
mam; 142 lllh Ave (at 21 St>. 11 
pm. 691-8451 


DJlfCTEi M B E R . 7 


SAGE Women’s Sexuality 
Workshop, led by Suzanne 
Newman, exploring ‘feelings 
about our bodies, self-esteem, 
flirtation, intimacy, monogamy, 
medical issues and safety*; at The 
Center. 208 W 13 St. 6-8 pm; lim¬ 
ited participation, rsvp with 
Arlene 741-2247 

CENTER NYC Orientation, to 
‘leant more about your gay and 
lesbian community*, with com¬ 
munity leaders to talk to and lets 
of leaflets to pick up, 208 W 13 
St; 7 pm; 620-7310 

CENTER STAGE sees Victor 
Bumbalo’s Adam and the 

Experts, produced by 3-Dollar 
Bill Theatre, with Louie Miller, 
Jenny Diver and Lucy Brown; at 
the Apple Corps Theater. 336 W 
20 St; 8 pm, $25.620-7310 

GAY WOMEN’S ALTERNATIVE pre- 
sens Lee Hudson. Mayor’s Liaison 
to the lesbian and Gay Communi¬ 
ty, showing the video AnttGay Wo- 
lence, produced by the Mayor’s 
Police Courted of Lesbian and Gay 
Issues, also Glnny Vida, editor of 
Our Right to lam, discussing key 
Ieguiaxxt aifcaing women on the 
state and federal level; with a 
refreshment break, a the Univeml- 
« Church, Central Park West at 76 
St; 8 pm; $5 (for women only, 
meets every first Thursday) 


MEDIA NETWORK. BROOKLYN 
AIDS TASK FORCE and THE 
DEPT. OP HEALTH present a 
Video Preview of ‘Innovative 
AIDS/HIV educational 

video#..plus a discussion of how 
to rent or borrow these tapes for 
your organization’; at The Hub, 
349 E 149 St. the Bronx. 2-4 pm; 
free. 292-8000 

GAY MEN OP AFRICAN 
DESCENT sees Tongues Untied. 
the first American video docu¬ 
mentary on the Black Gay Male 
experience, by Marlon Riggs, 
who will be st the screening 
leading an audience discussion 
afterwards; NYU Tsch School of 
the Arts; 7:30 pm-, $7; rsvp a must 
at 71V797-1474 

MEN OP ALL COLORS TOGETH¬ 
ER/NY Educational Forum. Its 
Not A brays Carnival la Brazil, 

with Jake Steven's sbde presenta¬ 
tion on Bahia, Brazil; at The Cen¬ 
ter. 208 W 13 St, 7:45 pm. 
222-9794. 2456366 

DOUGLAS FAIRBANKS THEATER 
STUDIO presents Robert 
Patrick's The Haunted Host, 
432 W 42 St; 8 pm; $10-112; 564- 
8038 (FR1. SAT and SUN. this and 
next weekend only) 

DECEMBER 9 

TERRY WEISSER and LK. 
AUBREY Seminars Sex, Men. 
nnd Intimacy, a ‘one-day 
hands-on seminar examining 
erotic connections and how we 
experience Intimacy and sex with 
other men*, $75. Terry 4659152. 
Aubrey 4751497 

GAY MEN’S HEALTH CRISIS 
Workshop. Sex, Dating nnd 
Intimacy, an all-day ’rex-posi¬ 
tive learning experience, 
designed especially for gay and 
bisexual men Well explore the 
many ways that men are loving 
men in the age of AIDS*; at the 


General Seminary. 175 9th Ave 
(at 20 St>, 10 am sharp ■ 6 pm-, 
free, but rtvp a must at 8076655. 
TOD 6457470 

SAGE Holiday Brunch at Rogers 
and Barbcro, 149 8th Ave (bewn 
17/18 Sts); 11:30 am or 2 pm 
seating; $15; pre-paid rtvp a 
must, 741-2247 

SAGE Workshop/Discuss Ion: 
Between Tteo Worlds: Orga¬ 
nised Religion and Gay Com¬ 
munity Commitment, led by 

prieat/therapiat Daniel 

McCarthy, at The Center. 208 
W 13 St, 4-6 pm; $1 mem- 
bers/$3 non-members, rsvp a 
must. 741-2247 

FEATURE (GALLERY) Reception 
for Tom of Finland and 
Bastille Exhibit; showing Fin¬ 
land’s ‘drawings of sexually 
active, over-endowed men" and 
Bastille's ‘paintings of S 8 M scat 
scenes-,' at 484 Broome St; 57 
pm. 941-7077 (Editor's note: not 
an NEA-sponsored show) 

PRESBYTERIANS FOR LES¬ 
BIAN/GAY CONCERNS Christ¬ 
inas Party, following the annual 
Advent Warship Service at West 
Park Presbyterian Church, 165 W 
86 St (ring ‘receptionist’ door¬ 
bell), 7 pm; party nearby, info 
362-4890 

CENTER SPORTS sees NY 
Knlcka vs. Boston Celtics, bas¬ 
ketball game; at Madison Square 
Garden. 33rd St 4 7«h Ave ; 7:30 
pm. members $3<ynon-members 
$40. 620-7310 

MEN OP ALL COLORS TOGETH¬ 
ER/NEW YORK Dance. Rhythm 
Nation, with cash bar and 
snacks, 135 W 14 St, 2nd Floor 
(btwn 6th/7lh Aves); 8 pm • 1 
am. $10. 222 9794. 2456366 

CENTERSHOWS presents Opera 
Ebony, a company that performs 
excerpts from Lost in the Stars, 
Ellington's Freedom Songs, 
Joplin’s Treemonisba, and the 
Prison Scene Trio from Faust, at 
The Center, 208 W 13 St; 8 pm; 
$12; 620-7310 
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PEOPLE'S VOICE CAFE present* 
Lifeline, DC'» all-woman 
pop/rack band; In the Wuhing- 
ton Square Church Parlor, 155 V 
4 St; 8 pm; 16. 71*426-2183 

DOUGLAS FAIRBANKS THEATER 
STUDIO present* Robert 
Patrick * 71>« Ham,ltd //oil. 

m : a I | 

STONEWALL CHORALE Holiday 
Concert at Town Hall, featuring 
carol* and muaic of the leaion, 
phi* Benjamin Brittens Crrrmo- 
ny of Carols and Bach * Nun 
limn, der Heiden Heiland 
(BWV 6l), with chorus, aololJU 
and orcheitra; 125 W 4} Si; 8 
pm. S12 S18. info 721-2924 

CENTER and TEAM NEW YORX 
(NT* Gay Game* team) co-*por> 
*ori the 2nd Saturday Dance, 
with DJ Jerry Armstron& at 208 
W t) St; 9 pm • 1 am. iS/i6 for 
member*. *enior», audenu; Cen¬ 
ter 620-7310. Team NY 580-7668 

SPECTRUM DISCO pre*ent* Sev¬ 
enth Avenue, singing The Love 
I Lost', 802 64th Si. Bay Ridge. 
Brooklyn (N train to 8th Ave 
•top), open* at 9 pm; 71*238- 
8213 

COLUMBIA PEP BOYS PRODUC¬ 
TION Same But Different 
Dance, for gay men and lesbian* 
and their friends, Earl Hall. 116 St 
a B'way (*l/»9 train); 10 pm • 2 
am; S5 with invite or student 
ID/S6 without. 654-3574 (pan of 
the proceed* will be donated to 
ACT UP) 

THE SAINT AT LARGE ‘Saint* 
Saturday Nights, with tonight’s 
DJ Terry Sherman, light* by 
Richard Sabaia, and live enter¬ 
tainment. at the addreaa of the 
original Saint, with lower level 
lounge, upper level tight ahow, 
balcony viewing area; 105 2nd 
Ave (at 6 St>. doors open 11 pm, 
SI) (door only), 674-8541 


I siff/rjfr 


DEO E M B 


ACT UP (AIDS Coalition to 
Unleash Power) and WHAMI 
(Women * Health Action and 
Mobilization) Stop tka Church, 
A March on St Patrick a Cathe¬ 
dral, to ‘challenge Cardinal 
O'Connor and the Catholic 
Church hierarchy for their Inter 
fercncc In public policy concern¬ 
ing AIDS and abortion, and the 
rellgioua Influence that perse¬ 


cute* gay* and women In sod- 
ety*; 5th Ave and 50 St; 9:30 am; 
ACT UP info 533-8888. media 
contact 533-4913 

SAGE Chrlstmaa at Mystic Sea¬ 
port, Including a private escort¬ 
ed tour of the famous 
museum-village in Connecticut, 
luncheon, Christma* shopping, 
741-2247 

CONGREGATION BETH 51M- 
CHAT TORAH Semlnan Jewish 
Ke si stance to the Holocaust. 

conducted by Saul Mizrahi and 
Howard Abraraovitz; at 57 
Bethjne St (Westbeih Complex), 
up center courtyard ramp. 2 pm 
sharp; 929-9498 

WOMEN S Circle. Line and 
Square Dance, with live musi¬ 
cian* and instructor, ‘all you 
need are two feet and a tense of 
humor*, at The Center, 208 W 1) 
St; 2-5 pm, SIO. 718/784-2554, 
212/567 2656 

BISEXUAL PRIDE Focus Group. 
Coming On Hi. at The Center. 
208 W 1) St, 3 pm. $5. 71*3)3- 
8245 

GAY AND LESBIAN ALLIANCE 
AGAINST DEFAMATION Benefit 
Performance and Reception. 
Vito Russo's The Celluloid 
Closet , the lecture based on hit 
revised book of the ssme ntme. 
a documentary of how homosex¬ 
ual* have been depicted histori¬ 
cally in films; at the Public 
Theatre, 425 Lafayette St, 3 pm 
performance, champagne recep¬ 
tion follows; S6) (♦ S60 for an 
autographed copy of Rutto'a 
book), 966-1700 (mail check to 
GLAAD by 12/8, 80 Vlarick St. 
•3E, NY, NY 10015) 

SAGE Basic Broadway - Part II. 

In which ‘Professor Doascy will 
talk about the Post-Civil War 
period of the American Musical 
Theatre from 1860-1903*. In the 
SAGE room at The Center, 208 W 
15 St. 4-6 pm, $1 member*/$5 
nan-members, 741-2247 

CENTER DANCE COMMITTEE 
Winter Social, hosted by Reno, 
with performances by cabaret 
artist David Ross, comedians 
Ji/fe Cohen and Bob Smith, 208 
W 1) St; 4-7 pm; free; 620-7310 

CENTER DANCE COMMITTEE 
Tree of Life* Unveiling, a trib¬ 
ute to those who have died of 
AIDS, with ornaments engraved 
with their names, will be on dis¬ 
play through December 26, at 


The Center, 208 W 13 S^ 4 pm. 

ST. CLEMENTS CHURCH pre¬ 
sents The ARC Gospel Choir, 
35 voices of present or former 
residents of the Addict* Rehabili¬ 
tation Cento, in *a benefit for SL 
Clement'* outreach to the home- 
leas, hungry, people with AIDS*. 
423 W 46 St; 7 pm. $12 
(deductible), ravp 255-16)4. 
press 582-8971 

THE CLINES presents Final Per 
formancc of Jane Chamber's 
My Htue 11eaten, ending the 4- 
weefc run. at the Courtyard Play¬ 
house. 39 Grove St; 7 pm, $12, 
869-3530 (plays WED, THU. Htl 
at 8 pm. SAT at 6 & 9 pm; SUN at 
7 pm) 


-▼ 

JUDITH'S ROOM Book Party In 
honor of Ann Ferguson. lUood 
at the Hoot. Alison M. Jaggar 
A Susan K. Hordo, 

Gender, Body/Knowledge. 
Sara Huddle k. Maternal Think¬ 
ing. Adrienne Harris A Yncs- 
tra King. Hocking the Ship of 
Stale, with wine and hors if oeu¬ 
vre*. 681 Washington S( (near 
Charles). 7 30 pm; free. 727-7330 

DOUGLAS FAIRBANKS THEATER 
STUDIO presents Robert 
Patrick's The Haunted Host, 
see DEC 8 

THE VILLAGE GATE presents 
Jokin' Off. women comedian* in 
a benefit for the Gay Men's 
Health Crisis, 9 pm. 586-1900 


SAVE THESE DATES 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 11 

THE NETWORK Holiday Party of 1000 
GOD’S LOVE WE DELIVER Fundraising Auction 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 12 

NYC GAY & LESBIAN ANTI-VIOLENCE PROJECT Holi¬ 
day Celebration 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 13 
GAY WOMENS ATHLETIC CLUB Dance and Fundraiser 

THURSDAY. DECEMBER 14 
GODS LOVE WE DELIVER FundraLslng Auction 

SATURDAY. DECEMBER 16 

SAGE Mag in l be Holidays Social 
NY AREA BISEXUAL NETWORK Annua] Holiday Party 
CENTER KIDS Holiday Party 
MARANATHA: RJVERS1DERS FOR LESBIAN/GAY CON¬ 
CERNS Christmas Dinner 
BROOKLYN MARTIAL ARTS Benefit Concert: CasscI 
berry-DuPrec 

GIRTH AND MIRTH Holiday Party at ihc Center 
FRONT RUNNERS Holiday Party ai Nimbus 22 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 19 

PROFESSIONALS IN FILM/VIDEO First Annual Holi¬ 
day Party at the Center 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 20 
NEW YORK CITY GAY MEN'S CHORUS 10th Anniver¬ 
sary Holiday Concert 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 21 

NEW YORK CTTY GAY MEN’S CHORUS 10th Anniver¬ 
sary Holiday Concert 

FRIDAY. DECEMBER 22 

CONGREGATION BETH S1MCHAT TORAH Chanukah 
First Evening Dinner 
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CHICAGO Iron p.g. 17 

freeze out Jon Simmons, who is our 
community liaison coordinator, from 
any access to city hall.... COGLI and 
this community's direct access to the 
Office of the Mayor has been blocked.* 
Rolla continued, charging that at 
a meeting with Reiff and mayoral 
press officials, he had been told 'to 
get on board* and affirm that COGU's 
only function is to work for *the 
(19911 re-election of the mayor.* 

As Rolla elaborated, Daley 
jumped up and said, *1 really object 
to you saying that I’m worried about 
my re-election.... I’m not freezing any¬ 
body out. I’m not taking an attitude of 
my re-election, whether it’s Nancy or 
anybody. This is ridiculous.... I really 
object to that political statement.* 
Someone from the crowd then 
yelled, *Your brother hasn’t died.* 

*Oh, come one,* Daley pleaded. 
*My son died (of spina bifida) and 
you’re trying to say I’m not human 
about people’s illness I this city. 
Please, sir, don’t ever do that to any¬ 
body in this city because you're really 
doing a disservice to the entire city.* 
Seconds later, Daley interrupted 
Savage to add, ‘I just want to make a 
point. There arc people with political 
positions. I know, they’re right here. 
Adios.* 

Daley and his assistants then 
stormed out as the crowd began 
chanting, ‘Shame, shame, shame,* 
and ACT UP's Daniel Sotomayor 
repeatedly screamed, *How much, 
Nancy, how much?* 

City Hall Arrests 

As the meeting broke up, those 
assembled were urged to attend an 
ACT UP demonstration outside City 
Hall the next day at noon. 

About 200 people turned out for 
the protest, where mainstream activist 
Laurie DSlman told reporters, *We do 
not need any more house queers 
speaking for us.... They’re already trying 
to divide us, trying to find individuals to 
pull away and say that we are not 
together, that our issues arc not every¬ 
one’s issues... but [don't] let them do 
that... When they keep saying 'Be good 
little queers, be quiet, be patient and 
wait outside the door,’ don’t let them * 
Chanting, "City Hall says get back, 


we say fight back,* the demonstrators 
then marched into the building. Four¬ 
teen activists sat down and linked arms 
in the center of the main corridor. 

As TV cameras rolled, police vio¬ 
lently tore the protestors apart and 
dragged them to a holding area. 

After the last arrest, ACT UP’s 
Sotomayor shouted, ‘We’re going to 
the fifth floor!* Daley's office is on the 
fifth floor. 

Sotomayor was Immediately tack¬ 
led by five police officers. One held 
him in a neck lock as another force¬ 
fully twisted his ear. He was charged 
with ‘disorderly conduct.* 

At press time, mayoral spokesper¬ 
sons and many gay/lesbian leaders 
were saying they deeply regretted the 
unpleasant nature of the community 
forum and the necessity to move 
towards civil disobedience and 
activism by media. 

But gay leaders said their 
demands arc not going to change and 
various administration officials contin¬ 
ued phoning around the community in 
an attempt to determine how activists 
might respond to the possible moves 
the administration can now make. ▼ 


A00PTI0N from p«g» » 

homes, then the children’s interest is 
protected. That’s what the department 
and the courts and our government 
should be trying to foster: good fami¬ 
ly life and support and protection for 
children in need.* 

The National Center for Lesbian 
Rights represented Michael Fesce and 
Jonathan Jamig, whose story is fea¬ 
tured in the current issue of 
Sewsweek magazine's special edition, 
The 21st Century Family.* They were 
the first gay male couple in the nation 
to be approved as joint adoptive par¬ 
ents of son, James, and a daughter, 
Cady, earlier this year. 

According to Achtenberg, the 
track record for gay individuals to 
adopt children is improving in New 
York and California, but lesbians and 
gays still stand in line behind married 
people for prime placements. 

State law in Massachusetts pro¬ 
hibits gays from being foster parents, 
and New Hampshire and Florida have 
state laws that prohibit lesbian and 
gay adoptions. ▼ 


HRCtrcm p.g. IS 

time that had passed since her dismissal, 
she had not once been invited to meet 
with Brandon to discuss the issue. 

Marie Wilson and David 
Wertheimer, the two gay commission¬ 
ers, were also outspoken concerning 
how seriously the committee had 
taken its mission and the distress they 
felt when its recommendations were 
not adopted in full 

Wilson emphasized the thor¬ 
oughness with which the committee 
had tackled the question as to 
whether the AIDS Discrimination 
Division, under O’Connor and Taylor, 
had ‘served the whole community* 
and adamantly defended the commit¬ 
tee’s finding that they had performed 
•exemplary work in serving people of 
color,* a comment that drew a brief 
round of applause from the observers 
attending the meeting. 

Wertheimer's remarks were in an 
even stronger vein. He reiterated 
Ncuborne’s dismay that the precise 
charges against Taylor had never 
been revealed and went so far as to 
question the leadership structure of 
the HRC, saying that the way in 
which the controversy had been 
'resolved* by Brandon led him to 
believe that the other commissioners 
*are nothing but furniture . designed 
to catch the flak of various constituen¬ 
cies* but without any real power in 
decision making. 

The commissioners' questions and 
comments elicited minimal response 
from Brandon during the public por¬ 
tion of the meeting. He opened the 
session by praising the committee's 
work, but pointed out that he had 
never been under any obligation to 
accept all—or, in fact, any—of its find¬ 
ings or recommendations. 

Unanimous Commandations 

After about 40 minutes of public 
discussion, a motion was made the 
commission to go into executive ses¬ 
sion with the aim of tying up the mat¬ 
ter as expeditiously as possible so that 
the commissioners could move on to 
other, pressing business. The motion 
was, however, interrupted by several 
of the observers present, who 
demanded time to air their 
grievances. This was allowed, though 
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Brandon imposed a ten-minute limit 
on audience comments, a time con¬ 
straint that allowed about seven of 
those present to speak. 

Those who did get a chance to 
talk were unanimous in their com¬ 
mendation of Taylor's and O’Connor's 
work for the AIDS Discrimination 
Division and expressed a consensus 
of outrage that the issue still had not 
been sa t is f ac t orily resolved 

The most eloquent objections 
were voiced by Ronald Johnson of 
the Minority Task Force on AIDS, 
who said that he was deeply dis¬ 
tressed both by “the process and the 
effects of the process* that had led to 
O'Connor's and Taylor's removal. 
Johnson said that the result of the 
controversy had been to create *a 
false division between lesbians and 
gays and people of color.* 

Johnson's demand to be let in on 
exactly what was going on and his 
contention that the fight against AIDS 
was much too important to allow the 
kind of dissension the commissioner's 
actions had created were echoed by 
the other speakers. ▼ 

—Andrew Miller contributed to 
this article. 
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HOLLYWOOD trow p*9* St 

becoming a glaring omission. 

What would the bland, materialis¬ 
tic couple in Immediate Family (Glenn 
dose and James Woods) have done if 
the lover of the unwed mother whose 
baby they covet turned out to be a 
woman, instead of the cuddly punk 
played by Kevin Dillon? Imagine Mary 
Stuart Masterson announcing, This is 
Helen, my lover. We had broken up 
and I didn’t want to raise the baby 
myself. But now we’re back together 
and we're keeping the child.* What if 
the teenage son In Dad had confessed 
to his father (Ted Danson) that he was 
moving In with another man, rather 
than joining a Mexican commune? Tm 
dropping out of college to become a 
male model, Dad. And Luke is a great 
photographer You'll like him* What if 
any one of the several pubescent or 
adolescent children in Parenthood had 
been found fondling a same-sex friend? 

Hollywood producers don’t want 
to know, because they assume movie¬ 
goers are opposed to those sorts or vari¬ 
ations on the theme of family. 
Homosexuality, they believe, would dis¬ 
turb the placid waters on which pro- 
family pictures inevitably float: the 
eternal fount of procreation. These 
movies are all about how traditional 
American values pass from generation 
to generation, and 1 lolly-wood presumes 
to offer—and resolve—only those famil¬ 
ial differences that fit within that 
scheme. The idea that lesbians and gay 
men were all, at one lime, children and 
ate not infrequently parents themselves 
is irrelevant, and the idea that gay lovers 
comprise a family, unthinkable. 

To Hollywood, ‘family* doesn’t 
mean a network of supportive inter¬ 
personal relationships, it means grand¬ 
parents and babies. And lately, babies 
have meant boffo box office. Three 
Men and a Baby (the implications of 
which can wait for another time) was 
a huge hit and look Whds Talking is 
shaping up to be one of the most prof¬ 
itable movies of the 80s It’s not just 
Bruce Willis's voice that docs the trick, 
Heckerling's bitterly clever and aggres¬ 
sive exclusionary tactics are making 
audiences melt and snicker. The les¬ 
bian jokes are typical of a movie that 
also makes fun of bald men, old men 
(Abe Vjgoda's nasty, toothless grand- 


-▼ 

dad is a running joke) and buxom 
women (through the eyes of the pre¬ 
maturely hetero baby boy), and deval¬ 
ues intelligence or fair-mindedness in 
favor of prejudice and goopiness. 

While Look Wbds Talking is by 
far the most hostile of these films 
seeking to reconstruct the nuclear 
family, Immediate Family is equally 
exclusive, eliminating peripheral 
Issues so ruthlessly that the central 
couple is left with nothing to charac¬ 
terize them save their wealth and 
their sterility. Their willful exploitation 
of a young woman in financial straits 
struck me as pathetic, particularly 
since the Masterson character is as full 
of life and passion as the yuppie cou¬ 
ple is empty. Dad at least attempts a 
critique of restrictive familial roles: the 
Jack Lemmon character is so unhappy 
with suburban drudgery that he lives 
half the lime in a rural fantasy. But 
when the old man dies, it’s clear 
things will return to ’normal.* In all 
these films, the lack-of-wisdom of one 
generation is passed onto the 
next—not only to the children in the 
movies, but also to the children in the 
audience. ▼ 


WITNESSES from p*g« 59 

al consumed by a fireball, just as the 
AIDS fireball consumes the strength, 
financial resources and societal status 
of the PWA. 

Coping and questioning intro¬ 
spection are the power evident in 
Darrel Ellis' two 1989 ink on paper 
self-portraits juxtaposed with the 
inspiring yet haunting photo portraits 
of Ellis by Peter Hujar and Robert 
Mapplethorpe. The two acrylic paint¬ 
ings by Taboo! Stephen Tashijian 
(one a portrait of Mark Mocrisroe) 
speak to the unescapablc tragedy of 
AIDS and the ambivalence toward 
our society by those of us living daily 
with its effects. 

As we enter AIDS’ second 
decade, the political opposition and 
the direct action by the lesbian, gay, 
artist and civil liberties communities 
in order to protect Witness* speak 
volumes about the real progress we 
have made with our government in 
dealing with issues of this crisis. 
There’s lots of surface drama and not 
much else. ▼ 
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A.C.O.C. 

AIOS CENTER Of QUEENS COUNTY 
SOClAl SERVICES* EDUCATION • BUOOsES COUN¬ 
SELING • SUPPORT GROUPS 
Volunteer Opportunities 
1711)896 2S00(vo<el (711) B96-29S5(TDO) 

ACT UP UUOS CealMoi k Ualeasb Pewa r* 

496A Hudson Street Suite 64 NYC IMM 
(712)989-1114 

A diverse, non ■ psrusen group ol mdhriduetl united In 
anger ond committed to d*e« oedon to ond the AOS 
crisis Gun maecngt Mon. nights 7JO, Vie Common 
ly Center 208 W. 13th. 

ARCS LAIOS-Relaled CemmesiSy Services) 

lor OutcheM, Orsngo. Putr»-. Rockland. Sulhan. 

clisnt services, crisis intervention. support groups, 
csss management buddy ond hospltsl risifov pro- 

mm. 

2M Cenrsl torn. While Pish* NYKB0SI9MI98M80S 
S38 Broadway >4Wbuvgh, NY 12250 ISM) 562 9X6 

AlOSlins (914)993-16(7 

BAR ASSOCIATION FOR HUMAN RIGHTS 
lawyers Rsfsrrsl 

Ssrvics lor ths Issblsn ond Gsy Comniuwly 
M Bangs ot logsl Some os (217) 4S9-4873 

BAR ASSOCIATION rOR HUMAN RIGHTS 
Frss Walk in Isgsl Clinic. TuasdaySSpm 
lasbisn 6 Gsy Community Csntr GroundFfoor 

PRIOE FOCUS CROUP 

Sopicsl discussions on issuss ol intsrsst to ths com 
"unity in s congsnisl atmosphere. fo l l owed by sn 
informal dinner st s trisndly total restaurant Evany 
Sunday. 300 - 4 30pm St *a Com "unity Centsr 201W 
TJ Strsst NYC Pert of tiie New tort Arab Bissau si 


a portvo. non judgemental atmosphere First Sun¬ 
day ol Iris mondt. 4 ASpm at ths Community Cantor 
201W 13 Street. NYC. This group is port ol ths New 
York Area Bits aval Network 

BIWAYS NEW YOB* 

Monthly (or mors frequent) social events lor ths 
Bissau si community and Wands Dstas. bmas and 
locstiona vary. Call NY ABN lor details o' upcomming 
events Planning sisatings Said queteriy. This group 
is part of dtp Nsw York Ar as Bissauai Natwort 

BIPAC (BISEXUAL POLITICAL 
ACTION COMMITTEE) 

PoWeaf acdon on Issuss of importance to dia Bisai- 
u a AasbiarVGay community. Monthly m satin glpoduck 
hold 9.00pm on fourth Thursday cl tha mondt at mam- 
bars homes Call NYA8N lor this mondiY location. 
This group is port ol ths Now York A/sa Bisssusl Nat 


BISEXUAL YOUTH 

Informal social 6 support group lor Bisssusl 
kds/youdt. Monthly m satin g/poduck lunch haril 
109pm on lourth Sundsyel Ihs month st mamba's 
homts. Call NY ABN lor this month's location This 
group is port of d*a Naur Writ Arts Basmsl Network 

■LU6-BR0NX LESBIANS 
UNITED IN IISTIRHOOO 

Social. poSScal and support networking group lor 
woman and Ihdir Wanda Regular social events and 
maadnga on dia Ibat *nd dtlrd FridayY of every mondt. 
At Tha Community Comer. 29 W. 13 StraaL from 830- 
(pm. For mors Info cal Usa at (217)82* 9817 


BOOT POSITIVE 

8 you or your tover hat tested HIV*, waoffor support 
groups, asm tars. public toruns. rslaranca library, 
roforrpfo, social acdvWaa and up-«o- data national 
monthly. THE BOOT POSITIVE* IJIVyear) 
(212)43317*2 

209S Broadway. Suita 30S. NYC. NY 10023 
CIRCLE Of MORE UGHT 

Spritmi support and Misting in a gaydaabian afCr- 
mstiva group 

West Pert Praabytarian Oturch 
I«Wa«b6h Street 

Wad: worship service 6 30 p.m. program 7J0. 
Marsha £212)301-073 Chariia (212) SSI 7118 

COMMUNITY HEALTH PROJECT 
70S West t3d> Sbraat. NYC. New York 10011 
For Appointments and Information (212) S7V3SS9 
PROVIDING CARING, SENSITIVE AND LOW COST 
HEALTH CARE SERVICES TO THE LES81AN A NO GAT 
COMMUNITY 

COMMUNITY RESEARCH INITIATIVE 
PWA’s. PWARC'* 8 their physicians taking tha initia¬ 
tive to seek promising intervention against AOS in s 
rasp, mtnner. for mors Mo or to volunteer please 
cal (212)461 1050. 

CONGREGATION BETH SIM CHAT TORAH 
NY's Gsy and Lesbian Synagogue Services 
Friday « 830pm 57 Befouns Sbraat 

For Mo. cal (212) *289490 


ADS Ministry. Spiritual Development 
Tha Cathedral Project 

Worship Services B Social-Sun. Evas 7:3Spm-St 
John's Episcopal Church 21S Wait II* Strsst O 
Wbvsrty-S7S-7IT9 


For die physic ady disabled lesbian and Gay 
Commumrty (217)9861921 

PO Boa 30$ Wage Station. New York. NY 10014 


FRoarr runners 

A running dub for lasbisn and gay adilataa 
of al skilitios. Fiat Runs of 14 mlaa NaU every Sat at 
Warn and Wade, st 7pm in Cantral Park 
and every Tuaa. at 7pm In Prospect Park. 

For Information, call (7171724-9700 

THE FUND FOR HUMAN DIGNITY 

National Gay and lesbian Crisis Una 
"AIDS 90<r—1-100-SOS-GAYS 
Educational Resource Center, Poe-the Images 
Madia Centar; NY Stats Arts Program 
SSSBway Suits 410 NYC. NV10012 <30)529-1600 

THE GAY AFRICAN AM [RICANI 
Of WESTCHESTERfTbe 6JUL) 

Is s community bsssd support group forms! In 
Wsatchsctsr County Various setirities srs pJm nad 
for tha coming month!. 

Passe cal 914-378-0777 for mors Info. 


Gary 8 laabiaa Alliasce Agemtt Oafamabaa 

a Varick StraaL NYC >0013 (217) 1*8-1700 GLAAD 
combats homophobia In dm msdls snd sfoeMtere by 
promoting vis-briny 0< losbdn snd gty community 
snd organ!ring grassroots raaponaa to anti-gay bigotry 


GAY8 LESBIAN HEALTH CONCERNS 
An oriles of die NYC Oopl Of Hooltf). provides Ink- 
agsa ksbwt NYC Hsalfh 8 Human Sues, and tha Lae- 
bian 8 Gay community, focusing in ALL hearth 
concerns; resour ca information for healtit serve as 
consumers and provider* 125 Word! Strsst. Bos 47, 
New fork. NY 10013 For Mo cad (212) 5684996 


Open meetings w7programs on STM techniques. 
Weave issues, political snd social concern* Also 
spec s' events, spssktrs tiurssu. workMiops. demos, 

496A Hudson Strsst Suits C23 .NYC 10014 
(212)777 9878 

GMADIGAV MEN OF AFRICAN OESCENT) 

M Venck Street NYC 10013 s support group of Gty 
Men Of AWctn Descant defeated to consciousness- 
raising and tha davatopmantof the Let ban and Gey 
Community GM AD is inclusive of African. African 
Am trican, Cambeen and Hisgank/Utino man of 
color Meetings srs hsid. wsskly, on Fridays. For 
mort information, cal 718 8020162 

BAY MEN'S HEALTH CRISIS HOTUNE 
FOR INFORMATION ON SAFER SEX ANO HIV RELAT¬ 
ED HEALTH SERVICES, ANO FOR INFORMATION ON 
ONE TIME. WAUC IN AIOS COUNSELING SERVICES 


HEAL (Heefth Edacatioa AIOS Uattea) 
Wsskly into, ond support group for trossmtnet lor 
ADS which do not com prom** <he immune system 
further, including aftemstiva snd holistic approaches. 
Wed 8pm 2«W 13th St (2171674 HOPE 

HETRICK MARTIN INSTITUTE 
for lesbian snd gty youdi. Counseling, drop-in con- 
tor <M f. 3 6pm|, rep groups. Harvey Milk High 
School. ADS snd safer sex information. 


HISPANIC UNITEO GAYS 8 LESBIANS 

Educational serve as. poetical action. coun»a*ng and 
social acdrltiat In Spanish and Englsh hy and for foe 
latino Laabian and Gay Community 
General maatrpi *00 pm. 4th Thursday of ovary 
month st 208 West 13th Strati 
Csa (212) 4614)11 

or write H U GE. PO Bos 228 Canal Street Station. 
Nsw Vbrk. NV 100)8 

LAMBDA LEGAL 0CFENSC 
ANO EDUCATION FUN0 
P raced *1 Matting folgstion nationwide lor 
lesbians. say man and people widi AIOS Member¬ 
ship IS3S snd up) Inc newsletter and I writs tons to 
specs events. Volunteer night on Thursdays. Intel# 
cans: 24pm Mon dim Fri 1212) l«S ISIS 

LAVA (LESBIANS ABOUT VISUAL ART) 

Coil for sMtt tor Lasbisn Artists' Esh. bison. Gty 8 
Lasbisn Community Cancer, NYC. For mors Informs- 
don. sand USE 10: 

Miriam Fougsro 
111 Fort Greant Fleet 
Brooklyn. NY 11217. 
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THE UMIAK AMO CAY BIG ARTIE COM’S 

G«t YOuf bttrumtm •« o* Oie dOMt mb com* I 
•Mi us. Symphonic, Marching Jut. Oiiielend, H 


USB (AM S GAY 

COMMUNITY SERVICES CENTER 
JOB WsetIX* Street Non tork. NY 10011 
(212)620-7310 
A pile* tec co 


USMAN AND GAY NETWORK 

An organization o< Lesbian* and Gay* who irt itPii 
In thair labor unon* marking on dc 
banaflt* tnd AOS Imum. For mo 
(212)023-6680 


LESBIANS ABOUT VISUAL ART (LAVA) 

Col lor Mu lor loo*on Artot'i Eiib.oon. Coy ond 
LooMon CeauteWly Contor, NYC, tor more intern .Don 
land SASt to Miriam Fflugera, 111Ft Groono Pl.t a. 


LONG ISLAND ACT-UP 
PO Boa 201, New Mf4e Pork, NY 110*0 
Support uo ter change on long lalond 
. 5161338 4M215181 997 5738 Nassau 
(SIC) 678-500 SuYTolk 

MEN OF All COLORS TOGETHER NY 
A mute rociol group o* gey "on ogoinot rociam Moot 
hp ovary Friday night ot 745 ot 6»e lesbian and Gay 
Cow—n Ny Sary.cas Contor, 208 W 1 Jth Svool For m 
ro Ho colt (212) >*5 *388 or (212) 722 929* 


Our 200 mom bor looSan ond goy lannia eki* inctedoo 

tonnioporOoo Wteer Indoor league Coma plot «*n uol 
For Mormadon MTG, POB 7135. Now Vbek, NY MOTS 
(212)862-0895 


Mon of Color AOS Provontion Program Prowdao 
oolar aoa and AOS oducodon Intermetion to goy and 
b'aoaual Man of Color, coondlnotoa a no two.-t o< 
hoolth education provldora ond poor-support groupo 
ter gay and Haa.val Mon of Color tea* 5 boroughs or 
Now tort City MOCA ■ locotod ot 301 Ninth Ava 
Now toit. Ny 10001. or co» (212) 239-179* 

NATIONAL CAY AND LESBIAN TASK FORCE 

io tho natwnoi grassroots political organdoton ter 
laablono and gay non Monborv*>ip<aS30y*ar 
Icauo-oriontod project* oddrooo violonca. oodoiay 
Iowa. AIDS. gay righto ordinoncoo. lonukoa. mod-o. 
ate through lobbying education, organiylng ond 


NCITF 1S1IU Saroot NW. Woohlngasn. 0C 30009 


NYACN la tha community a Iargoat goy ond loablon 
prcdotawnal group, woteomlng an in eommunico 
bon* -odvordong PR. *i«rk*sng madia. r»P*' i « 
dao-gn. Auatrttion. photography, copywriting, jour 
noiim. pubiMiing radio. TV ond Nm-and than 
bionda. Monthly moodngo. 3rd Wad SSOpn at tho 

Cam un ity Cantor Mwnban nowil-*-*■ 

- iOO)si7« 


NINTH STREET CENTER 

SuKO 1973. o community dod.eetod to donoratrot-ng 
that a homoaonuol ilootyto t a redone), dacoobto 


convondonol dying Paychotegcoity - tocuood rop 
group*. Tuot. Sot. I to 10 pm poor counoollng oval 
a te a 319 r 9 Svoot Now tort, NT 10003. ter Into cal 
12171228 5153 

NORTH AMERICAN MAN/BOY 
LOVE ASSOCIATION (NAM8LA) 

Oodicotod to aoaual boadom ond oapociaPy mtorotod 
In goy intorgononbanol rModonchipo Monday Bul¬ 
letin ond regular chapter moedngt on era frat Satur¬ 
day a) each monvi Yaarty mamborahip « S20t wrrto 
NAMiUA PO Boa I74, M-dtnwn Station. Now York. 
NY 10018 or coll (212) 90)-8578 tor Wormodon. 

NORTHERN UCHTS ALTERNATIVES 

Improving Q-j.lry at Uto tor People with AI0S/HN 
THE AR3S MASTERY WORKSHOP Eaplonng tho pot 
Bibaibot o* a powerful pnd croatNa Ido in »>• loco of 
AIDS Coll Jack Goddy (212)337 87*7 

NYC GAYA USB IAN 
ANTI VIOLENCE PROJECT 

Counseling advocacy, ond Wormodon ter ourywora 
C* anti-gay and OMi leiban yioianca, toiual atva JX 
domestic "dance. and other >;« 0* viedmuation 
AD sonricoo troo and conMondol 
24 hour hodinol7t21887 0197 

PEOPLE WITH AIDS COALITION 
(212)532 0790 / Ho«no (717) 5374568 
Monday thru Friday 14an 6pm 


ra'arral tarvicaa lor PWA's and PWArc* 


St 48i Boor (717) 532-0280 

SAGE (Senior Acboo io a Goy tav.ronm.nl 

Social Sannca Agency pnovidng carp ith.Ni, and 
educational aorvlcaa for gay & lot ban aanior cite 
lent. Alio serving over 110 homebaund amors and 
older PWA. 208 West 13th St NYC 10011 
(212)741 22*7 

THE OUTREACH 


a program ol Brooklyn community votemaeri provid - 
mg a weakly burial supper tor the Brooklyn AIDS 
community. Occasional programs o* intern eton, edu¬ 
cation and antartainmant TOUCH moats Monday 
avaa Spm to *30pm at downtown Brooklyn Friands 
Mooting House (l16Schermerhom Si near Boervn 
Place) Uoutad tranaportadon may be arranged 
Into (711) 627-2756 TOUCH wateoetes contnbutiona 
of iunda. teod and volunteers 

ULSTER COUNTY GAY AND LESBIAN ALLIANCE 
Moots Frit and Bird Monday of each month 
at 7 JO pm at tha Unitarian Church w> Sawk.i Road 

- I 

For Wormabon. cal 1914) C2C-32B3 


OUT TAKES froai page 2S 

meeting. A two-thirds vote of approval 
by schools represented at any meeting 
is required to amend the bylaws. A 
proposed affirmative action policy 
would not, however, extend to the 
hiring of gay and lesbian professors. 

A survey by (he Association's Sec¬ 
tion on Gay and Lesbian Legal Issues 
determined that several dozen schools, 
including Harvard, Yale and Stanford, 
have already adopted such policies, and 
(had many schools* are located in cities 
which bar employment discrimination 
on the basis of sexual oricntalion. 

The American Bar Association, 
the larges* legal organization in (he 
country, adopted a resolution last 
February urging governmental bodies 
at all levels to adopt laws and policies 
banning sexual orientation discrimina¬ 
tion, and the National Association for 
Law Placement adopted a statement 
several years ago urging member taw 
schools to ban such discrimination in 
(heir placement offices. 

The AALS Executive Committee 
proposal recognizes an exemption 
from the non-discrimination require¬ 
ment for school with a "religious affil¬ 
iation or purpose" for whom such a 
policy would be inconsistent with 
religious teaching. The committee has 
also proposed an ambiguous regula¬ 
tion that would excuse schools from 
complying with the sexual orientation 
provision if such compliance would 
"violate" any “slate law." This regula¬ 
tion, proposed as part of a "compro¬ 
mise" to secure passage in the 
Executive Committee, is expected to 
become the subject of considerable 
debate at the meeting. 

The AALS action may pul addi¬ 
tional pressure on the U.S Defense 
Department to reconsider its gay 
exclusionary policy, since the non-dis¬ 
crimination proposal would extend to 
law school placement offices. Several 
of the nation's leading law schools 
already bar the Defense Department 
from recruiting military lawyers at 
their Placement Officers, including 
Columbia, NYU and New York Law 
School. If the non-discrimination pro¬ 
posal passes, many more schools may 
interpret It as requiring the exclusion 
of military recruiters. 

—Art Leonard 
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YEAR-ROUNO TAX PUNNING ANO 
PREPARATION 

PERSONAL FINANCIAL PUNNING 


PAPERWORK GOT YOU BOGGLEO? 

Alas, a GREAT Bookkeeping Service lor 
small businsssi Neat-Fast-Accuratel 
CaH Robert Seabury 718-499-7955 
Mocnmgs 


FRANCIS OF ASSISI ...ovim 

<w hroihm and (inert afftcied by 
AIDS 

Sl Frmncu AIDS Maiiiey 
I3S W. Jin Stmt Miahnun 10001 
<93-1300 



DUSTBUSTERS UNLIMITED 

We are women who taka housework 
seriously—Manhattan, Jersey City. 
Hoboken. Union City. Foes negotiable 

Ironing and laundry extra 
Call (2011659-5795 .Now 

CASTLE CARE. INC. 

Apartment & Office Cleaning. 
Gay Owned. Reliable. 

We are available 7 days. 
CALLI2121475-2955. 

ABIE 80DIE0 CLEANERS 
Serving New York & New Jersey 
quality cleaning by gay men 
‘Let us clean up your 
act for the hoMaysf* 

Call 1201 )3S5-3747. 
positions available. 


LOVELY QUEENS 
APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

Close to Manhattan 
Far from Manhattan Prices. 
Call Steven at [71*1204-5862. 
Leave message 


Body Positive Boat Rida on tha Circle 
One. Sunday December 10. Board at 
6 3. depart 7:00 pm. At Pier S3 (42nd 
Street and 12 Aval SIS00 mm donation. 
Spaca limited. 

For info call 212-721-1446 

NYC'S FINEST 
CALL FORWARO 
ANSWERING SERVICE 


GWM. PWA 32, looking for someone 
who has apt to share. I am considerate, 
turstworthy. reliable, non-smokor, can 
afford current market rates If you can 
help pis call Jim at 1212) 627-1457 

GREENPOINT ROOMMATE 

Greanpoint Share bright, spacious, 
renovated 28R apartment—must 
see—on beautiful tree-lined street 
GWM, arbst, large terrace, parquet 
floors, cat Own room. Available immed. 
S46Q/mo tUlil 
1718) 389-5350 


“ART SOURCE UNLIMITED" 

We buy, tell, trade and locate artworks. 

ARTISTS AVAIUBLE: Keith Haring. 
Robert Longo. Ross Bleckner, James 
Run. Andy Warhol. Martina, end many 
more _ For information, 
call Dan at 255-6680. 


DONNA 

E.S P, Psychic*Professor of Spintualism* 
Reader and AdvisomPalm and Card 
Readings 

Art ftt ettltuA uAipff. AtprtntA 

I CAN ANO WILL HELP YOU 

Reunite the Separated*Restore Lost 
Nature»Unfold the Mystery of the Past 
Present end Future. 

(212)686-1992 
Sa Habla Espanol 


in 

r 


MICHAEL ALAN DYM, ESQ. 

Attorney At Law 

Artists' Rights Issues 
LandfordFTenant Disputes 
Real Estate Closings 
Business Partnerships & 
Incorporations 
Wills & Estates. 



FORESKIN LOVERS 

The New York City chapter of the 
Uncircumcised Society of America 
(NVC-USA) seeks new male members 
(with or without foresfcnl to join its 
swelling ranks Call for more club 
information or to make reservations for 
the new members party. 1212) 777-4208 


DA CHARLES FRANCHINO 

30 Fifth Avenue, 

New York. NY 100)1. 
call for info (212) 673*4331. 


COMPUTERIZED BY MAIL 0ATING 
SERVICE 

Call lor free information package. 

U B.I.Corp. (212) 685-7637 
Alter 5 p en. call answering machina 
and laeva your nama and addrass. 
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CRYSTAL SALE 

Lowest Pnce* in New York City. Free 
gift-free video of Peru, Aquae. 
Tourmalines, Imperial Tope/ Minerals 
from all oover the Ameneas. Serving 
the healing community for 3 years 
Call Jed (212) 620-0234. 


DUALITY PERSONAL DENTISTRY 

William De Boms DDS. 

Suita 704, 

200 West 57 Street, 

New York. NY 10019, 

Office hours by appointment only call 
212-333-2650 


, ELECTROLYSIS 


X LAMBDA ELECTROLYSIS X 
Permanent Hair Removal 
Men/Women* TV/TS's • All Methods 
Computer Aided • Stenie Conditions 
By Physicians' Aid 

14 Years Experience • Sliding Scale Fee 
Licensed and Board Certified 
(718)937-3389 

FF0R0ABLE ELECTROLYSIS 

Permanent Hair Removal New Airflow 
Technique with IB. Probe 
COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTATION 
PROFESSIONALLY OPERATED 
GREENWICH VILLAGE 
QUIET. PRIVATE OFFICE 
Kenneth Hay 
226 West 4th Street 
New York. NY 10014 
Lower Level, By Appointment Onty. 
(212)727-1850 
Certified Electrologist 
Member I G.PE. 


DIRECTOR SEEKS 4 MALE ACTORS 
(ages 7S • 451 for experimental him 
project Central theme o( script is the 
process of reaching genuine love in a 
gey relationship. The rehearsal 
expenence will involve deep and 
intense sell exploret ion. No Pay Copy 
ol tape instead Send pa end resume to 
Circle Productions Outweek Bax 1717 


RETAIL-FULL OR PART TIME 

Salesperson 

Labels lot less is one of NYC's leading 
chain of ladiac moderate-lo-better 
apparel, with a great opportunity for 
someone who appreciates fashion and 
en|oys selling as a profession. 

We offer an excellent aelary and 
outstanding benefits. Only top 
producers need apply. Cai us at (2121 
957-9150. Labels For Less 

Equal Opportunity Employer. 


BODYWORKS 

Intuitive Healing Body Work For Men 
By Adonis. 

(212)769-3797 

ONE-ON-ONE TRAINER 

Experienced professional woman 
maslers in movement science 
Shaping^Strength^Cnduranco 
Technique and Motivation 

Enjoyment 8i Results Guaranteed 
Call (212)673-2314 

EATINC AWARENESS TRAINING 

The answer to Ihe puzzle about eating 
Eliminate your weight/eating problem 
forever (212)929-0661 


MEN'S MASSAGE GROUP 

Get together with e group of men to 
give end receive massages. Taught by 
Terry Weisser, Liscansed Masseur and 
teacher at the Swedish Institute 
Sundays. 7-10pm. $15 00. 
cell (212) 463-9152 


MEETING. DATING. AND INTIMACY 
A six week workshop lead by licensed 
therapist call <2121988-5034 


FT FILE CLERK/RECEPTIONIST 

Small, fast-pacad entertainment/labor 
law firm located in Midtown Typing a 
plus. Interesting, fnendly atmosphere. 
Health benefits plan Salary 
commensurate with experience 
Contact Use Horton at (212) 944-1501 to 
arrange an interview or fax your 
resumne to (212) 768-0785 

STORE HELP 

S22S wk start. $275 wk after 2 mos. 32 
1/2 hrs, Blue Cross, twk. Pd Vac, 18yrs 
age mm. references required. Gay 
Treasures. 546 Hudson Street (212) 255 
5756. ask for Don 


fii4t in the figJht 

AGAINST AIDS 

GM-C _ 


Gay Man s Haalth Crisis 
the firat AIDS 
aarvlca organization 
In tha world seeks: 

Coordinator, 
Group Services 

The Coominmor ol Group Sendee* a 
responsible tor tha sucirvieion and 
derotopmani or a Urge Group Thenpy 
Prcqvn Tha a a manegermi postocn 


SupaivteMm and OitpnuMtonal Ooot- 
opmant Tha succeeeful candidate 
mu* pm Basil a MAW or PhD and 
extonetro Group Therapy SBpaneno* 

Coordinator of Training 

Report .ng to lha a s —s a ns director of 
Chant Sa moa*. the co ordinato r ol 

QMhS^*23 > <£hr»otor*eer trem.ng 
program madrtoon to me design and 
Iirplismerxacon cf al rveamce Vamng 
program* tor Ota danl tarvioaa dapart- 
mans The eucceeeful canSdese mu* 
pros ns a imnUnum ol throe to lha 


Mausers dagroa m social worli. pubec 
r education a required 


Personnel Office 

Gay Men's Health Crises, Inc. 

129 Weat 20th Street 
New tork, NY 10011-0022 


BOOMING PHYSICIAN’S 
PRACTICE 

Private phystcien serving St Louts gey 
community is seeking qualified partner 
with HIV expenence end interest Very 
high salary and fab benefits in very low- 
cost city Cell Bil Hart 1314)776-4444 
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GIVE TWO 
SUBSCRIPTIONS 
FOR THE PRICE OF ONE! 
SAVE $78.00!* 




HELP WANTED 


FEATURES EDITOR 
Available in January 1990: solicit and 
adit articles covering cultural and 
political issues for die features section, 
including monthly book supplements 
Provide overall dircetlon for features 
page. Please send resume and cover 
letter to: 6CN Job Search Committee. 
62 Berkley Street. Boston. MA 02116. 


| DO YOU WANT: 

It A house in the Pines or the country 
2t An Armani wardrobe 

3) Financial security 

4) An elevated standord of Irving 

5) Immediate gratification 

If you hava answered ‘yes* to more 
than 3 of these questions, you are 
elgible to become part of an 
International organization that will 
onabla you to achieve any or all of 
these goals. Call B. Josephson at (800k 
PROATLAS 


HOUDAYHELP 


MAN FRIDAY 

experienced, attractive Bartending 
and Catering for holiday parties 
Cocktails and intimate dinners a 


MODELS/ESCORTS 


After a busy day of acting up. treat 
yourself to a rejuvenating massage. 

11/2 hour session/*65 in my Manhattan 
office 

Rick (7191792-0952. 

Legit non-sexual bodywork 


v&mLG'L yowcBovy 


•Mm*L IT MASS WE'D 

(212) 932 1496 


MARK 

HOT SOUTHERN STUD-ATHLETIC, 
SEXY. VERY HANDSOME 
VERSATILE W/BIG TOOL FR/GR, 
F/FTOP. 6T. 30 YEARS OLD. 
VERY FRIENDLY 
(212)721-3810 


Book now* 

call Oavid (212) 353-1136. 


1 

1 

MODELS/ESCORTS 

/ | INSURANCE I 

TEDDY BEARS 

NEW YORK 

from Si 50/90 minutes out only 

Hot Lunch $95/60 min out noon-4p.m. 

TE00Y BEARS 

BROOKLYN 

from $15(V90 minutes out only 

TE00Y BEARS 

QUEENS 

| INSURANCE... 

of every kind 

1 Bernard Grenville (212)5*0-9724 

1 

INVESTMENTS 


NEW YORK TAX-EXEMPT 
INCOME FUND 

High Tax-free Income 

Safe and Affordable 
Easy Access To Your Money 

For more information about New York 
Tax-Exempt Income Funds, call or write 
Christopher Street financial, Inc. 

80 Wall Street New York, NY 10005 
(212) 269-0110 or 1-800-262-6644 
Member Securities Investor Protection 
Corporation/Member National 
Association of Securities Dealers. 


MASSAGE. LICENSED 


NYC'S BEST B0DYW0RKER 

Experience a broad range of techniques 
from the East 8i West to calm your body 
and soothe your spirit • 

Terry (212) 463-9152 


TEDDY BEARS 
LONG ISLAND 

from S200/90 minutes out only 

Our escorts are clean cut safe, hot and 
dependable We will always give 
accuraie information and never send an 
unauthorized substitute of your choice 
If you're tired of being taken or lied to 
and tired of escorts with no personality 
or enthusiasm, call us today) 

(718)958-8113 
Escorts wantad 

Students, athletes, bodybuilders 


I-MEN 



Los Angela* A New York s 

FINEST MODELS A ESCORTS 
213 856 8689 


EROTIC STROKES 

CUTE ATHLETIC LATIN BOY 
5T0*. 150.22 YEARS 0L0 
AVAILABLE FOR SENSUAL MASSAGES 
AND SAFE. RELIEVING ROMPS IN THE 
HAY VERY DISCREET ANO STRAIGHT 
ACTING 

TERRY (212)969-8730 


LOVE 

CONNECTION 

The best guys for the best times 
All types 

Were here for you. 

Safe, friendly and discreet 


New applicants welcome 
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MOVERS. LICENSED || PHOTOGRAPHY 


TIRED OF HOMOPHOBIC MOVERS? 

Try Browntlont BrolHtrt instead 
Professional and reliable 
Serving the Gey Community ISyears. 
Sensitive, fun people who get the job 
done right with no bidlshit 
Licensed OOT 101«. Insured. 
Reasonable storage rates. 
Pianos'Art -Antiques 
Packing. Moving Supplies 426 E91 
CaM 289-1511. 

Mention OUTWEEK for Special 
Discount Free Estimates 


THINKING A80UT PLAYING THE 
PIANO? 

All levels taught by patient experienced 
professional. Beginners welcome. 
Convenient West End Avenue location 
Reasonable rates 
(2121 799-3747. 

(Message answered promptfyl 


10 

PHONE^EX 

Billed to your phone or credit card 
Talk to other men from NY Why 
pay more'’ FREE Information 

( 212 ) 319-2270 „ 


FIND HOT ACTION 

In Your Area Code! 

540-4212 

Personals for People in 212! 

540-4718 

Personals for People in 718! 

540-4516 

PersonalsTor People in 516! 

540-4914 

Personals for People In 914! 


RESUME/HEAO 

Shots for the Performing Artist by top 
NY Photographer specialising in 
Theatrical Portraiture 
72 shots w/ proofs/2 8x10s only $100 
CaU LEE at 212-873-6141 

IMMORTALIZE YOURSELF 

Photographer specializing m mala 
portraiture: 


Top Clientele. Extensive portfolio 
869-3050 

Leave message for Jeff Homstein 


EXPANDING OFFICE HOURS 

John Montana M D -Internal Medicine 
Roman Ostrowski MO. 
Pulmonary Diseases 
30 5 Avenue, 

New York. NY tOOtl 
for info ceB (2121505-7730 

CHP - COMMUNITY HEALTH PROJECT 

208 W. 13 Street. New York. NY 10011. 
for info cad (2121675-3559 

ANAL WARTS. FISSURES. 
HEMORRHOIDS 

treated in minutes with lasers call lor a 
free consuftalion Laser Medical 
Assoc., Jeffrey Lsvigne M O., 
call 1-800-MD-TUSCH 


PALM BEACH FI Estates. Homes, 
condominiums. 

Richard Segrin Geordi Humphreys 
1407) 832-8678 
1407)845-6272 
Marion Jones Company 
Residential & Commercial 

HATE BROKERS'* 

At last there's an understanding, 
qualified real astate professional who 
wtll help you buy or sell your Manhattan 
co-op or condo. I hava 1000's of 
apartments and 1000's of customers 
Please call Phillip (2121308-0870 
Leave message 

DISTINCTIVE DECO APARTMENTS 

Fully renovated apartments in the art 
deco district of Miomi Beach Perfect 
full-time residences or the best in 
affordable second homes. 
VINTAGE Properties. 

1520 Euclid Avenue 
Miami Beach. FI33139 
005)534-1424 

SERVING THE GAY COMMUNITY OF 
MANHATTAN 

Buying. Selling Real Estate 

Call Tony Czebatul. 
(212)460-9999 
WALSCOTT CO. 


n 

p 



BOUND &GAGGE0 

Bi-monthly magazine features true 
accounts of male bondage plus hot 
personals Sample SS.SQ Subscription 
S24 00 State you re over 21 and want 
magazine for personal use Payments to 
Outbound Press Suit 167 Dept 0 496-A 
Hudson Street NYC. NY 10014 

12-DONKEY DICK 

If you like cm huge you'll love 'Gary 
Griffin's confid report on penis 
enlargement methods' Oiscover 50 
horsehung celebs (ch4),the world's 5 
largest cocks (p27). how 3 doctors 
enlarged their cocks (p7t). the shocking 
Tibetan Monk cock enlargement ntual 
(p64). how Sudanese Arabs 'grow* 10' 
pemses (p59).howyou can gain fin 4 
mo & much much more Full ofpix of 
hugefy hung mon Send 14.95 to 'Added 
Dimensions* 4216 Beverfy Bird Suite 
262. Los Angeles. CA 90004 7 day 
money back guarantee. Dip this ad 
w/order for free photo of Mr. 12* 


SEXUAL HEALING | 


SEX. MEN AND INTIMACY... 

Terry Weisser and LK. Aubrey are 
offenng a one day hands-on seminar 
examining erotic connections and how 
we experience intimacy and sex with 
other men Dee. 9 $75 00. For 
information and registration call Terry 
1212) 463-9152 or Aubrey (2121475-1497. 


SITUATIONS WANTED 


TV STAGE MANAGER 

D6A, lots of studio and remote 
experience Responsible, reliable 
professional individual with the ability 
to lead and take charge Exceptional 
resume Wouldn't you rather let a 
lesbian stage your show? 

K. MILLER (7181638-8202 


w 

w 
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970-LOVR 



JOIN THE 
CLUB: 

HARDCORE 
FANTASIES LIKE 
NEVER 
BEFORE... 

THEN CALL 

RIGHT BACK 

FOR OUR 

EXCLUSIVE 

BULLETIN 

BOARD 

SERVICE... 

MEN WHO WANT 
IT JUST LIKE 
YOU DOM 

DISCOVER THE 
REAL WORLD. 


<li6> 9TO-LOVR 

l51oJ AND 

( 914 ) 54Q-LOVR 



adults 

only 


$3.50 
per call 






M ©HUDSON VALLEY 
Ntwbrgh/Pokop*!* 
m GViV. 41, sr. *t- 
t racily*, bat'd, stocky 
build, drk bind/bl gry. 
•ana* humor, craatnra, 
Wahgtni. sprtutt. ad- 


10 Richard. POB 2153. 
CKWdtPwKHJ 07010 


w.Vg to WORK on « rt- 
l* 1 ion»hp. Perhaps w* 


turning lo NYC loon, 
took* fnondflovor, and 
possible roomer* aluta- 
lon. I tmul«1 slant* 
(1551b*J with tmooth 
hxKw body. Can b« rv 


yo*r old wih i grni fool 
tor NUCkl Young and 
eurioua to aiparwnead- 
al comar*. Robart. P.O. 
Bor 10 NYC. 10014. 


**n*4rva guy (probably 
youngar) to anjoy lit* 
with. Phono (i posse:#) 
P061123. WYC 10011. 


KOSHER OWN 
INTO S VI 

Anr. total GJM taak* 
(tmilar tgi* or epl* tor 
talk, snabbai. movie* 
and mayb* mor*. Ma; 
s ir. 190, btrttt. 3d. In- 
taratt* ntWa aiislan- 
liakam. maiocivam. so 
ad sanno*. eochaucking. 
thaalia You ilrong bul 


btoodad eai** GWF. 19-25v. vary prat 
ty butcMamma info aama. with dart 
hair prat. (Mack and ipikty). Lookmg 
tor special Inandahip and hopaMy an 

Smokar pralarrad. No drug*. PI*as* 
sand a detailed Mar. phona and photo 
I pocwM* lo P.O. Boa 645 Pack Stp 
Salon. Naw York. NY 1027? 


IT TAKES TWO. 

OWE. 21. 5'6’ lamma. 
Mack spikay hair. (Joan 
Jan tovar). mo woarlng 


music, concan*. gay 
clubs. Laamlng guitar. 
Sacking a hoi Noodad 
caring GWF. 19-25., 
vary pretty Cute Mamma 


HANDSOME NYU 
STUDENT 

Jock. 25. Italian. Mint, 
ahMac. ctaancm. gartl* 
ya strong. I*\ aaaks *l- 
Iracthro, aubmisaiva, 
lamma-TV-TS to serve# 
ma oil. Campua altar 
workout s/ciasaa* PO 
8oi 20015. NYC. 10028 


ACTIVIST 

Politically progrataiva 
GM In 40 a. attractlva. 
Making mat* 40 to SO 
Any r«ca to data. In- 
yolvod Nt HIV-ralatad 


prat. IMack and *p-k*y). 
Looking lor tpacial 
fnandshtp and hopalUly 
an ultimata, monoga¬ 
mous ralationthip. 
Smokar pralarrad No 
drugs Pleas* sand a da¬ 
ta'led tattar, phona and 
phcao 4 posset# to P.O. 
Bo> 645 Pack Stp sta¬ 
tion. Naw Vork. NY 
10272 


old-lash ionad 


smear* aha-mala. don't 
pass up IN* opportinryt 
I am a quairy parson and 
need a quaky man in my 
M*. Photo appracisiad 
but not nacassary. PO 
Boi 1659, Greensboro. 
MC 27402 


voluntaar. Lov* music 
Claas*cal. RAB. Jay*. 


FUN GUY FROM NJ 

GWM. 36. 200 lbs . 

Irish/Italian. I anjoy 
movie*. ihaatr*. mus.c 
and *om«tima couch 
potato I'm looking lor 


R U THE ONE 

GF. Hispanic. 3l. S2\ 
saak* attracliy*. lun- 
mmdad larrwww GWF or 
Latin 25. lor Inandaltip 


ahy whan masting man 
sacks other anradiy* 
GWM to 2* Photo/ 


Romartie. arts studani. 
involvad in NYC an 
world. Into outdoor*, 
monogamy. Drop ma a 
In* toon * you r* urtdar 
30. with a photo. Boi 
402 SUNY. Purch**#, 
NY 10677-1400 


WAY FUN!!! 

GWM, 27, writer, vary 
funny, vary bright, vary 
harry. Lova* The B-52*, 
Douglas Sirk moaiaa. 
Brtsh magairaa, pofca 
dot*, hot horn d o*Lvras. 
•Munster*' rerun*, ic* 
ei»»m n pints, lafl man 
who look good in baggy 
gray sweatpants, (ranch 

door*. Wtrhof* TunaJah 


OutWeek Box #_ 

77 Lexington Avenue, Suite 200 
New York NY 10010 
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HUNK 



ALL-MALE MINI THEATER 

(Lower Level) 

Mon -Sat llam-llpm / Sun 10am-7pm 


Ann Street 

Adult Entertainment Center 

21 Ann Street btwn Broadway & Nattau St.) 
New York City / (2121267-9760 
Mon -Fri :7am-11pm / Sat lOam-llpm 
Sun 10am-7pm 



Co $ _ 


LARGE SELECTION OF ALL-MALE 
VIDEOS/MAGAZINES/SCREENING BOOTHS 

■ ■ ■ 

NOVELTIES / PERIODICALS / TOYS / ETC. 

■ ■ ■ 

VIDEO RENTALS / MEMBERSHIP PLANS 
tows vhxo «wur.\ r* 


morning. Hoim: Sod*. 
Stophon King novo!*, 
dinner partner* who 
tteck plate*, low-vamp 
thoe*. »meli dream*. 
Greektood, alecko<de¬ 
co appreciation, knper- 
tonal apartment*, and 
anyone who watehaa 
•thirtyeomethlng* be- 


Would Ilk* to meet * 
bright, funny tendtlv* 
man, 24-3$, with a 
lovwTwc* let of ha own. 
Send t and a picture (it 
doesn't have to be of 
you) to Outweek Box 


ELV8 LIVES! 

VWd and crazy, yet aerv 
ou* end tensitlv* hip 
prole**tonal GWM (29. 
br. N, 150, S’*1 *) Lower 
E*»t Sidor who enjoy* 


and cut* poMntiei part¬ 
ner 2S-3S to create the 
quintettentlal NYC bf* 
together. (Eien* tan* a 
plus) Writ* and tend 


4 STAR OR PIZZA, 

Irving or Guisewit*. 
Pachelbel or House, d. 


verse 2S year old hand- 
tom* GWM seek* mat*. 

Me: S'S*. 1SS lb*.. 
GnvBm, gym body bU( 
lor hugs, nwtd peered tor 
laughter and tout made 
to there. Photo and lat¬ 
ter-Outweek Boi 1789 


•ex 3t, 5'10\ 150<b*. 
BrOr, pretty lac*, mete 
You: dean-cut. filthy 
mind, creative. 28-40. 
Experienced mentor or 
another novice ok. I'm 


OADOV9 BOY 

GWM. 37, 2t0lb*. hry 
cheat, seek* ton lor drv- 
ner. movie*. **x. role 
play (Daddy* pteaeu* A 
poaafcly yours) Pott rele 
t. Prefer tmoolh A large 
pitioi but wi I condder 
others. Reply* w*h pho- 


TAKE IT Off! 

Take It ai odtt And *vul 
your stuff for admiring 
group of 8-10 friend* 


<30ah). Oance a use A 
have a lot of fun. Send 
photo A rsquremerst to 
PO Box 572S. Wooitey 
Stabon. L)C, NY ttiOS. 
Good dancer preferred. 
Cut*, hot. boyish body 
reputed. 

400 POUNDS PLUS 
GWM. 37. 210trk ***** 
very let man for good 
time*, dinner, movies, 


I WOULD LACE TO 
MEET 

A well built Bl or Gay 
mysc guy tor friendship 
and/or raltnthp. Me: 
GWM. 39. 5 10-. 1701b*, 
Masc. Gdbg. clean-cut. 
discreet. I have a car - 
Surburb* ok. Box 1534. 
Madeon Square Sm, NY 
1015ft 

ATHLETES ONLY 
Handsome, wel dal vwdl 
lock. 29. 5'6". 1401b*. 
Bl/Gr. Hung-Uncut/8*. 


ENTU 

VIERNES 

SOCIAL... 

iCUIDATE! 

Cuwvio wneae reia a cnee touwee con nvjeree u a *o» hanem 
um Mmpre oondonee Ox *»• 

#'on»j* twete «0O un» tec pea twwrnw *1 wus del SOA’ 
Aw wa*gm* ||| X | t»qi* g»«w pemw 

el SIDA. llama al: 718 485-81T1. 
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CUT ABOVE 




_ n »he Cuttine 3te 

“The guvs ° n tn 


Shocking gay encounters. 


Ml 970., 
■"•IWB7G- 


butt 





LOVES 

Barg dose 2 each other. 

0 moon M beach. bevg 
srowod in, Mon NgN Fl 

Bel. hoi mi. peiolove. 

shoring A coring. Mo: 

GM.27.ft*ft2i0i YGM. 

24-44, tjft.dark. Weto»i- 

Prof, end MN based on 

1st due We mm 2 got 
to know eoch other ond 
hove lotting relation¬ 
ships. Lett ire*el new 
oeds lo onnch out love 
J etch other Love ■ ol¬ 
io roses on Starter, do¬ 
ner 4 2, o romerW 

away, tmdeg Ihot i,- 

tore ft coMrstrg eoch 
day together Outweek 
BoitSie 

MAO TO BE YOU? 
GWM|2S 5 6- 145 lbs 

fim Ixit seeks GM 25-35 
lo there popcorn end 
other good thags. Pho- 
to/phone/totier POB 
2522 Wet) NY. NJ 
07093. No drugvsmok. 
rgorbiA- 

-ANOflEXOPHILE" 

GWM. 35. r-r. 165 sot. 
rt IDs, matcukne. sale, 
secure. Otlen tent. Ivy 
grad. homeowner, likes 
stung, cycling, arts, me 
chanics,seeks honest 


500 HUDSON STREET 
(at Christopher St.) 

New York. NY 10014 
24 HRS 

• MAGAZINES. NOVELTIES 

• PERIODICALS. TOYS. ETC 

• STATE-0F THE-ART 

| SCREENING BOOTHS SHOWING THE NEWEST RELEASES 

HEW YORK’S LARGEST 
SELECTION OF ALL-MALE 
VIDEO TAPES FOR SALE OR 
RENT AT THE LOWEST 
PRICES IN TOWN! 

MORE THAN A BOOKSTORE A LANDMARK. 

SERVING NEW YORK S GAY COMMUNITY FOR OVER 
21 YEARS' 


MALE 

BINDING 


AIDS Hotline 718 485-8111. 
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When you finally get serious... 

Man Mate: 

The inuoductory service for professionally oriented goy men 

Call for o free brochure Mon.-Fri. 7 pm-11 pm 
In NY (212) 560-9595 • Out of Stale (800) 622-MATE 


l 24 to M, «uh In- 
IM. InA)r loolhpek-INn 
old *nd no ehoiMcol 


■oighli 10 P.0. Boi 
9252. Morrwown, NJ 
97963 

looking roe YOU 
CWM. Jevneh. 404, ST. 
19541. eery go-no. lun 
loving, prol guy looking 
lor Meicullno non le 
iharo good ilrnoo arttn 
ptxxo'phone PO Boi 31 
Mean He NY nM. 


CHUBBY TOP SEEKS 
BOTTOM 

GWf. chubby top well 
•lim lubmliiive GF lor 
lun 6 maybe moro. 
Mono t/oo. phono a 
moil, photo pH Writo 
Omvoek Boi 1651 

NEEO QUICK FIX 
You combine took! and 
Mbii oi Nick Cave «oh 
lan Cu1» angwah I «rd 
lupply lho borodom I 
Uka pakx and oarringa. 
dsike poll and mustioe 
Skinny Irlorataa a . 
Wraa and land lot* pho- 
toboolh inapt Age 25- 
35 OmweotBoi 1653 


heart lo tharo painon 
lor Slued! 6 Schubert, 
an Han A the Hairfco 
33, BrfHzt 5 tO’, 160M, 
boaidod, muucon teeki 


HEALTHY WASPY 
HANDSOME 
40 *. 5T, 12541. BoSr, 

aaaka amMrlor tal* aoi 6 


ABSOLUT BOTTOM 
SEEKS 

ABSOLUT TOP 
FOR 

ABSOLUT 100% PLEA¬ 
SURE 

(STRAIGHT UP) 
MKE 212 969 6766 


30 BUD04ES 

GWU 40. 5'1f, 165 0. 
lookng lor man who mo 
hoi J/0 tatiion*. Ei 
h.b /voy videoi Eitra 
hung and or hairy a «. 
Prwofhone 10 Boi 126. 
70A Greenwich Avonua. 
Now York. NY *0011 


ahip wilh good loo lung, Boi 292. MY 10024 
neat, bright, romantic. 

lentitrre Alien 18-29. R U MAN ENUF? 
imoolh body, thick, iva Muic hendiome GW 
IgN hair, race am4a. Both Br.Br 510* 175. 34. « 
ol ui ire ittectloiMte. oU. haa ml. look! m 


guy looking tor tun. I'm 
21. 9'f. an ansi wtfi a 
good Inm body. 160 4 , 


DOMINANT 

Intelligent highly oi 
centred MASTER to 




(212) • (718) • (914) • (516) 


$1.50 1st min. .50/ea. addL 



5 ^ 365 V 

New Maks 
Nes^st&Hottest 
Dateline Connection 
IM? Talking Itecnal Ads 


Free private 

message boxes available 

(212) • (718) • (914) • (516) 
$1.50 1st min, .50/ca. addl. 
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FANTASY LINE 
- 970-1234 . 


OUTRAGEOUS BULLETIN BOARO - 
lem i message or listen to too left by other mei 
CONFERENCE - With opto 8 lot guys 
MANSCAN - Eidoiioe one op one remoteb feature 
THE BACK ROOM - Privately coded connections 

S9e PER MINUTE/ YOU MUST BE 18 


MEET 


CLASSIFIED 

INFORMATION 


THE ONLY PLRCE 
TO MEET 

SEPARATE CONFERENCE CONNECTIONS IN YOUR AREA 


Snfer Sex Guidelines 


I. UK A CONDOM WHEN FUCWH« Am* 
oii-boMd lubOTU ftjdiMtMfcycxi. Viaaira 
Cnaco vtc. m thay can ouaa oondorw to 
bmk Inrtead im »«tnr-banad tubs ifca KY. 
Thv otter a condom. fta laas nUabia. ao find 
condomt whoaa mnJactwn' das ara lap 
dvn thrw mantfia aid 


t UK A CONDOM OUNIN (MAI MX I you 

donX v*c d placing th* haad o<yew pwlnar'i 
cot* *i yaa mcwdi HJVcrfactadaanarpr*- 
cun cat wiiar you btaxStraam dvou^i cutt. 
taan v ukart in yaw mautfi 


l UK DENIAL DAMS OUMNU ORAL VAK 

MAI SOL HIV ■ praaant in aoma anuria in 

WactwvraUtad vaginal dadwga 


?. avoio excokvi aumohoi oe dmm 

UK. Maiy paapia at tmabia to marram 
ulw mb pRdkaa oftar gatlmg Ivgh 


1 DON'T HfjrWl TO: fucfcwitfi a condom, 
•lava oral mi wish a condom Pip with. but 
don't atwa.daana«i loy«.inbial9(i and di¬ 
lator* waft a partnar win a gru*l. and roia- 
PbW 


Bamambar. mi a good, ml gay mi ta gras Dent 
am* ml juat amid lha vvxm laarn to arotesa 
aWar mi and you can pretta odora. rnrnwn sda 
and ham ta 
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2 

Ways 

to 

Choose 

the 

Right 

1 


<av 

SELECTIONS 

1 - 900 - 999-3700 

AarV'ft'*<*ri <tf Au<> 'n*i /STMthir 
iaA tVift - (W /»r twin it, 

liil GAY 

CONNECTION" 

1 - 900 - 999-3333 

rtmav 

/¥i itvfilty 1 4 nut, httv nm\ 

<>16’ •■'V* /«t timnu. 

Mum be il years or oMrr 
land Inc , IMS 



HOT 

GAY 

ACTION 

1-900 

990-6900 

24 HOURS 

SI a min, S2 the first 
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HOT 

f 

HOT 

HOT 


NEW YORK’S 


ULTIMATE 


LINES 













ATKOL VIDEO 

seiiniMi^RE 


•Join AI KOI. s Discount ( lull. <ml> *2>a vcar. 10*W oil of.ill \ 
purchase or mil from us. Vidros arr from Sl^.^5 - S5V.V5. Sales 

ATKOL 

BOX 2596 MUHLENBERG STATION 
PLAINFIELD. NJ 07060 r: 

rM«.c,c»,d] 800-XX-ATKOL I 

(201 ( 756-OWII in New Jrrsc) *“ 

Wnu l.ilIKH Uuw M, .'li,,nl>;ilW, I Kl I nil 


Ml! . .S 


lull. .1 


970-3425 
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to SOVf tME list 


MtlftOPOti 


take rr orr. 

Taka I all olti And wui 
four (tuil lor admiring 
group ol 6-10 Ir.and* 
|30<«n) Dane* a tola A 
nava a lot ol tun. Sand 


HAIRY. MUSCULAR 
CHEST 

Dauaralaly looking 10 
c« foofcad I'm 33. if. 
tesrba. baardad with 
black curly hair. I Uka 
traval. book*. poliUca. 
dining oul. Ihaatra, 


400 POUNDS PLUS 

GWM. 37. 21 Obi. iaa«i 
vary lai man lor good 
lima*. dMinar. movia*. 

tala mi. poaabla mla- 
tonvnp. lor iha guy wno 


ATHLETES ONLY 
Handaoma. wall da 
linad. |0Ck. 29. 5f. 
1401b*. BUGr. Hung- 
Uncut/S - Saak* othtr 
alhlala* only, 1S-3S, 
lor aroiic workouts 
Ha/d Bodttt a mu»i. 
Sand PhoiorPhona/Lal- 
lar ia Ouiwatk Boi 
17*0 
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CHICKS WITH DICKS 


550-9999 

(212. 716. 516 914) 











The Deadline is NOON MONOAY. one week before on-sale date. 

OutWeek reserves the right to edit, reject or rewrite any advertisement 

In case of error on our part, no refunds - additional insertions only 

$1500 fee for copy changes or cancellations 

Mail sent to OutWeek Box t s is forwarded weekly, on Tuesdays 

OutWeek boxes are NOT to be used for the distribution of bulk mail or advertismg circulars 

FOR YOUR SAFETY. NO STREET ADDRESSES ARE PERMITTED IN THE PERSONALS SECTION 

OUTWEEK BOX fs OR PO BOXES ONLY 


Return this entire page, 
with appropriate payment, to: 
OutVWeek Classifieds 
77 Lexington Avenue 
New York. NY 10010. 


$3 per line (seven line 
minimum) Please conform your 
ad copy to the grid 

FREQUENCY DISCOUNTS: 


$1 per line (seven line 
mmimifnl Please conform 
your ad copy to the god 


$25/columninch Pease inquire 
for frequency discounts Column 
width. 1 7/8’ 


CLASSIFIED / PERSONAL ORDER FORM 

One letter, space, or punctuation mark per box. 




_lines © $1 00 (seven line minimum)- 

times_weeks ad is to tun: 

Give mean Out TWeek Box# 

and forward my mail each week for_ 

months © $20 per month - 

Telephone verification charge 

(if your phone * appears in ad) © $10 00 - 

TOTAL ENCLOSEO: 


Category_ 

_lines © $3 00 (seven line rmmmum)- 


il ad Is to tun (our or mora times, 
deduct appropriate frequency diecount: 


TOTAL ENCLOSED: 


Charge my Visa/ Mastercard Acct t. 
Stgnatvxe:_ 


Jxp_ 













OutWeek Crossword 

by Phil Greco 

Edited by Gabriel Rotcllo 



I SOLUTION IN NEXT WEEK’S OUTWEEK ON SALE MONDAY 


ACROSS 

44. 

Layer 

1 . 

Make Love 

45. 

Material (abbr.) 

5. 

Is The Wind 

46 

Ingrid's 1944 Oscar film 

9. 

Tarnished 

48 

_dc France 

13- 

Fever 

SO 

Pays reluctantly, with ‘out’ 

14. 

Detestation 

51. 

Loop 

16. 

Idea: comb, form 

54. 

Toilet 

17. 

1964s best film 

55. 

Wearing topsiders 

19- 

Girl s About 

58. 

Letter enders 

20. 

Fitting 

60. 

Actress Garr 

21. 

Word with track or swim 

63- 

Tracy-Hepburn film 

22. 

Used a chair 

66. 

Innocent 

24. 

Ivan or Peter, e.g. 

67. 

The Philadelphia _ 

26. 

French city 

68. 

Defunct disco 

29. 

Ruby or Sandra 

69. 

Word with inner or test 

31. 

With 39 Across, a 1933 classic 

7a 

Pinnacle 

33. 

Dist. Svc. Ord. 

71. 

_ Yesterday 

35. 

_and polish 



37. 

Sexist slang for vulvae 

DOWN 

38. 

Berg opera 

1 . 

Panchen _ 

39. 

See 31 Across 

2. 

Handel's Israel In _ 

41. 

Munson, ct al 

3- 

Actor Sonny 

42. 

Meccans, e.g. 

4. 

Black or Red 


Sported 

Monty Python’s Eric 
li. Cable’s lover 
Legs Diamond, i.c. 

1933 film 
Puss 

Morning moisture 
Over there 

toward, _ 

1906 gay novel 

Travels With My _ 

Col man's 1947 Oscar Him 
Give a tenth of 
Praying woman 
Of birth 
Compass dir. 

Finger 

Twin-screw steamer (abbr.) 

Writer Marguerite 

Rend 

Cores 

J«- 

Prefix: three 
Farm structure 
Heaps on condiments 
Alan or Diane 

_Agncw 

Inquiring mind 

_ In The Same Of Love 

Jack rabbit 
Jet black 

_O’Casey 

Cable sta. 

_de cologne 

Adam's _ 

Phillipine native 
Queen of the fairies 
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Hot Shot 


by Erich Conrad 


Photo by Lizzerd Souffle/In the Dark Studios 



l£IGH BOWERY, designer, performer, artist and pop Icon, Is probably the most visually shocking 
character since Oscar Wilde. 

A native Australian who once envisioned a career In archaeology, Leigh Is currently starring In John 
Mayberry's latest film. Other film credits Include Cerlth Wyn Evans* Degrees of Blindness, which swept 
awards In Holland and Switzerland, and a New year's Day premier of Charles Atlas’ Because We Must 
Famous for being famous, Leigh's self-invention Is a creation almost as genius as his art. An avid 
fan of travelling, he's In high demand among the outrageous Jet set and can be frequently seen terror¬ 
izing some of the world's best parties as simply an ’object d’art.’ Color being one of his most Impor¬ 
tant tools, Bowery explains, "IVe never understood this black thing. I love colors and I don’t think 
that I’ve ever owned a piece of black clothing except possibly I once had a black pair of shoes.’ 

Whether It's hot colored wax dripping off his head or a hot pink satin bondage suit. Bowery will 
always reign as La Rein a Hysterical of the avant garde. Leigh, press onl 
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